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X,2srch 7, 1001 




Wolf Point, "Erontsna 



N 

Dear Mrsi 



Sfour letter postmarked February 27, 1C01, has 

been received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

/although I would like to he of service, the FBI 
is ?n investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not inter in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subjects of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with tlio 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely you^s, 

John Zdgar Hoover 
Director 
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Tola on — 
Parsons _ 

Moht 

Belmont . 
Callahan 



Conrad 

DeLoach „ 



Trotter - 



Evans 
Malcne 

, Rosen . 

1 Tavel _ 

1 1 



IW.C. Sullivan . 
, Tele* Room , — 
I Ingram 
l\ Gandy _ 



Enclosures (0) 

17th National Convention, CPU8A & 3-CO LEB Introduction 

Communist Party, USA 

One Kation's Response to Communisin 

Directors Speech of 10-18-GO ^ i , 

The Communists Are After Our Min4s ' / y 

... . * i " 1 ' 



Expose of Soviet Espionage 



see NOTE next pagej^ 
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NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 

Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. "American 
Opinion" is a brochure written by Robert vVelch. 
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Mrs. 



Wolf Point - Montana. 



J. Edgar Hoover - 
Washington - D. C. 

Dear Sir: 




Please do answer my question by return/', to me 
it is most importan t. 



What j^the John m address: The 

>KBookmailer - Box 101 - Murry ^nTstafc^^ ^ 

~ " ~ " New YorlTl6 - IS^York - 

or^^merican Opinion - " s *~***^*^^ 

Belmont 78 

Massachusetts - ,N. ^ - 
Is it a Communist Socieiy? 

Here they have many followers who believe in the Society - as 
for me I am not sure - So p lease answer my question 



be 

hlC 
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TOKKESFOpjJlSi 




Communications Ttepartirent 
General Board of 

Gmsiiaa Social Concerns of 

The Methodist Church 
The Methodist Building 
100 Maryland Avenue, Northeast 
Washington 2, D. C. 



Dear Mr. 



Your letter dated February 28, 1961, has been 

received. 

Although I would like to be of service, the functions 
and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal investigative agency 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions as 
to the character or integrity of any organization, publication, or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will 
not infer in this connection either that we do or that we do not have 
data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 



Tolson — 
Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Belmont - 
Callahan . 
Conrad — 
DeLoach . 
Evans 



Mai one _ 
Rosen _ 
Tavel _ 
Trotter _ 



W.C. Sullivan . 
Tele. Room — 

Ingram 

Gandy 



In view of your interest, I am enclosing material 
available for general distribution by this Bureau on the subject of 
communism. Additional copies of these reprints can be sent you 
without charge, if desired. 




Sincerely yours, 



John j£dgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (6) (Listed next page) 
NOTE: See next page 
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Enclosures (6) 

How To Beat Communism 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

Director^ speech 10/13/60 



3-part Series - Christianity Today- 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target - Youth 



NOTE: Robert Welch, head of the John Birch Society, has been 
highly critical of the Eisenhower Administration in his writings, 
and all field offices have been alerted to watching the activities 
of this group since Welch at time indicated that he thought organizing 
a group having the appearance of a front organization might be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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THE METHODIST BUILDING 
100 MARYLAND AVENUE. NORTHEAST 
WASHINGTON 2, D.C.* LINCOLN 6-1000 



February 28, 1961 



Information office 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington 2£, D.C. 

Dear Sirs; 

We have been receiving numerous letters requesting information on the 
John Birch Society, Inc., which has its headquarters in Beljjnont, Mass. 
Its purpose is apparently to speak out against communist influences 
in our country. 

We have contacted the society and received information from them. But 
our questioners -want further information concerning the evaluation of 
this organization. We ijWjJught that the FBI might have irLformation and 
evaluations on the John Birch Society. 



Can you help us on this matter. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 



Sincerely* 




— DIVISION OF TEMPERANCE AND GENERAL WELFARE 
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Mf3. 
Box 



Newingtcm, Virginiu 
Dear Mrs. 



b6 

b7C 



been received. 



Your letter postmarked February 28, 1961, lias 



While I would like to be of assistance, the FBI, as 
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government, does 
not furnish evaluations or comments relative to the character or 
integrity of any organization, individual or publication. I hope 
you will not infer in this connection either that our files do or do 
not contain data regarding the subjects of your inquiry. 

In response to your question regarding the decisions 
of the Supreme Court, it is suggested that you correspond with the 
Reporter of Decisions, The Supreme Court of the United states, 
1 First Street, Northeast, Washington 25, D. C. In view of your 
interest, I am enclosing some material regarding the general 
subject of communism which you may wish to read. 



MAILED m 

7-1961 
coMM-rei 



Tolson _ 
Parsons - 
Mohr 



1 ( 

\ 



an 



Sincerely yours ? 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Belmont _ 
Callahan . 



Conrad 

DeLoach . 



Enclosures (6) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
3-60 LEB Introduction & 17th National Convention 
One Nation's Response to Communism f 



o 



Evans . 



Malone _ 
Rosen — 
Tavel _ . 
Trotter _ 



Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target — Youth 
-Series from 1 Christianity Today M 



1/ 
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W.C. Sullivan , 
Tele. Room - 
Ingram. S^^l 
Gandy _ 
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(See NOTE next page) 
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3-7-61 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Spelling 
of last name verified in phone directory. 

The Bureau has not investigated the John Birch Society; 
however, we are watching its activities to see if it may become 
infiltrated. Its founder, Robert Welch, has been most critical of 
the Eisenhower administrations in his writings,. 
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Mrs. 
Box 



Newington, Virginia 
Feb. 24, 1961 
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J. Edgar Hoover 

Sir: I would like some help in a problem about which I, as 
an American citizen, am greatly confused and worriedj^My 
neighbor is a member and staunch follower of the John ±$irch 
Society., I firmly believe the Society 1 s premise tISSi 



Communism is a serious threat and would like to join a group dedi- 
cated to fighting communism at every angle-however I can not 
help but doubt a group which condemns & criticizes every leader & 
institution of our American Government. I believe that underming 
the American people 1 s faith in their government is aiding & abetting 
the Communist cause. My neighbor assures me that only by 
fighting (through letters etc) these elements which the John Birch 
Society declares (with what appears to be documented proof) to 
be subversive can we drive Communists from our Government. 



Their current project is to impeach Chief Justice 
Earl Warren. They believe there is sufficient evidence to prove 
that the Warren Court has decided in favor of the communist 
conspiracy at every opportunity. I have read their literature on 
this matter. Where can I obtain a more complete record of 
Supreme Court decisions? 

Can you help me with any information concerning 
the ideals, plans & good faith of the John Birch Society and its 
founder Robert Welch? 



100, Thank you 
/s/ Mrs. 
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I/iarch G, 1SQ1 



Sfeir£.?cn Bay, .Viseonsin 
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Jear ?- T rs. 



Your letter of February 25, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, th.3 FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 



Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of Interest. 

Sincerely yours, 



Tolson 

Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Belmont _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLaach . 
Evans 



Mai one 
Rosen 
Tavel , 
Trotter 



_'?.C. Sullivan . 

Tele, Room 

Ingram 



Gandy . 



MAILED 20 

MAR 6-1861 

COMM-FBI 



John Edgar Hoover 



Director 
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Enclosures (4) 

Series from Christianity IJoday, 
.Vhat You Can Do to Fight Communism 
: £*pk Nation's Response to Communism 

MA fTWI Target " Youth 

Wl see NOTE next page 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with Llrs. 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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February 25, 1961 



Mr. Toison--^ 
Mr. Parsons 
'Mr. Mohr_ 
Mr. Belmont- 
Mr. Callahan^ 
My^onrad-.-^ 

&&&& y . 



Mtf^2vans~ 
Mr. Calorie. 
Mr. Rjsen._ 

I have been asked to join a 'John BircfiMr. Tavei 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 
Please advise me. 

Group 1 , and they claim that they are 100% against Communisijir. Tetter- 

I f m against this too but after reading your $>f>tk "book, I Mr. w.c.suiiww 

Master's of Deceit/ I no longer know if a person dare get 

involved in any group activity. They all appear to be un- 
der suspicion. 



Tele. Room — 
Mr. Ingrama- 



Miss Gandy 



s25 



rell} / 



This group says that it has been cleared by the Attorney 
General' s office and also the F.B.I, • They mentioned some 
thing about the blue book (this I didnot understand too well 

Gould you please tell me what the opinion of the John Birch Sogg T *jm 
Group is in the eyes of the F.B.I, > — 77~7 ? / 

I want to help, if there is a way to hel& our cquntry to 
fight Communism or any other force that might en- 
danger our free way of life, I just don't want to make 
a mistake. Please advise. 

Sincerely, 



;1< 



r 



si ' 
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March 7, 1961 



M3i 



Amurillo, Texas 
Dear Mrs. 



b6 
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I have received your letter of February 23, 1961, 
and X appreciate your kind comments concerning the work of 
this Bureau. 



With respect to your inquiry, while I would like 
to be of assistance, the FBI is strictly an investigative agency 
of the Federal Government and does not furnish evaluations or 
comments concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. 

In view of your interest with regard to the 
communist menace, I am enclosing several items on communism 
which are available for general distribution by the FBI and which 
may be of interest to you. 



Tolson 

Parsons _ 

Mohr 

3elmont „ 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach . 



Evans , 



Malone . 
Rosen _ 
Tavel _ 
Trotter . 
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MAR 7 - 1301 

COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



\J 



W.C. Sullivan . 
Tele. Room — '. 

Ingram . 

Gandy _ 



Enclosures (4) 

One Nation's Response to Communism || 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism \\ 
17Jh National Convention CPUSA & March, 1960, LEB Introduction 
Communist Target— Youth 

— „.\ NOTE: Bufiles contain no record concerning the correspondent. / 
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NOTE continued on next page. . . 
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Mrs. 



NOTE: (continued) 



The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a M front n in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 



TRUE COPY 



Amarillo, Tex. 




Feb. 23, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover - 
Dear sir - 

Recently my husband and I joined an organization known as the 

JofaTBirch Society. We personally feel this group is anti- 

tJbmmunist as they say they are. However, there are those be 
of opposite feeling. Would it be presumptious to ask for your *>7c 
opinion as to the merit of the society? 

May I say also a very firm and heartfelt 
"thank you" for the very fine work carried out by your organization - 
May God bless you and help you in this work. 

Sincerely, 



Mrs. 




Tolscn 

ParscriS . 

Mohr 

3Glmcnt _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach- 
Evans 



Ma I one . 
Rosen _ 
Tavel 
Trotter . 
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March 3, 1961 



1V.C. Sullivan - 
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San Antonio, Texas 

Dear Mrs. Harper: 

I have received your letter of February 22 
and in response to your request I am enclosing a copy 
of my report, "Communist Target— Youth, " together with 
other material regarding the general subject of communism 
which you may find of value. Th ere is no charge. 

The film, "Operation Abolition," is sponsored 
and distributed by the House Committee on Un-American 
"Activities and the FBI had no connection with its preparation. 
-As a matter of policy, I cannot, therefore, make any 
recommendation concerning it. 



CO 



Regarding your other inquiry, the FBI is an t-n r 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, ? 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the ~i 
character of any organization, publication or individual. I 
regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer 
in this connection either that we do or that we do not have data 
in our files relating to the organization you mentioned. 



an* 



Sincerely yours, 



/ ' 
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Enclosures (5) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Series from "Christianity Today" 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
Communist Target — Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 



NOTE: Bufil es contain no record identifiable with Mrs. 



The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the 
Society might take on the appearance of a ,T front M in order to attract 
true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch 
criticized the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the 
communists. 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
y FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Feb. 22 - 




* . Mr. Callahan 
\f Mr. Conrad _ 
{&£§ach_ 
Evans 



Dear Mr. Hoover, f\ ^J/jj^V 

Please send me any information Mr * Mal 
you might have on communism in the Z r 
churches , and on The San Francisco v Hr \ 
Student Riots of May.l96Q . I will remit M r. 
the cost of printing, postage, etc. 



Many thanks. 

Sincerely. 
Mrs. 



he 

hlC 




Miss Holmes. 
Miss Gandy_ 



P S. Cfan you also give me any recent information on 
the agitators* at the U. of Texas - are they still planning 
a repeat of The San Francisco Riots for next fall - if so 
iWhat can 'our young group do to prevent it. We had 
thought of working with the Austin Freedom group, / 
showing the film, "Operation Abolition" to the student ✓ 
body &* then going to our respective sororities with our 

I documentations to wai& them of the planned riot next 
fall. I T d like your views on this and any suggestions as 
to how we should go about it. 

o 

Also - what is your opinion on the John Birch 
Society,? Do you feel it is a good way far us L a "KeTp^Iii 
combating communism? j 



Many thanks for your time and information ! 
edm - 1 copy & Q?X ~ /O^^O ) *** 
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March 7, 1061 



a ost Office Box 
Shrevcport 82, Louisiana 



Dear Mr. 



I do appreciate the expressions of confidence 
in the activities of the FBI in your letter of February 27. 
You can be sure my associates and I will continue to devote 
all our energies to maintaining the standards of performance 
in this Bureau on which the American people depend. 

I am enclosing some material on the general 
subject of communism which you may find of value. 



-3£ 



MAILED 2b_ 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar HooVfef 
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Enclosures (4) y : 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism \ ) 

Red Goals and Christian Ideals X ~ 

One Nation's Response to Communism 
2xpoie of Soviet Expionage 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; however, 
Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society might take on the 
appearance of a "front" in order to attract true subversives. During the 
Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized the President to the point of 
calling him a dupeaf the communists. 
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POST OFFICE BOX[ 
SHREVEPORT 82, LOUISIANA 

February 27, 1961 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, F.B.I. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 




| Mr. Ir-a 
J Miss Gandy. 



It is my sincerest hope that history will accord you 
the very highest niche on the scale of Americanism. It must be 
rather discouraging to feel that you are carrying on the good 
fight alone. Scores of conservative thinking Americans such as 
myself are waking up to the Communist menace, and are informing 



their senators and Representatives that we expecfc positive' action^ A 



in closing the gaps created^Ln our laws that fight Communism. 
As a new member of the John Birch Society I wish to thank you 
for one of your works "Communist Target: Youth". This report 
and others like it are invaluable in concentrating our efforts 
toward fighting back, and not to slow surrender. 

In closing I will say it is my fondest dream that 
witlrin two years perhaps the shackles imposed within the last 
^ nine-years will fall away. 

Yours for America, 



be 

b7C 
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Corona del Mar, California 



D^ar iirs. 
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Your letter was received on March 1, 1961. I understand 
your deep concern over the grave threat presented by communism, and 
appreciate the interest which prompted you to write to me. 

Although I would like to be of service, the 1<BI is an investi- 
gative agiincy of the Federal Government and, as such, do^s not make 
evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any 
organization, publication or individual. I regret that I am unable to help 
yoa and hope that you will not infer in this connection either that we do or 
that we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

I would like to point out, however, my strong belief that full 
knowledge of the true nature of communism is vital if we are to effectively 
resist its influence. A lack of understanding is dangerous in that it is often . 
responsible for the reprehensive and indiscriminate labeling as communists ~ 
those who merely dissent or advocate unpopular or unorthodox views. 
Education is of strategic importance in the struggle raging between this - 
evil conspiracy and the free world* When fully cognizant of the aims and 
objectives oi communism, we can all share in the opportunity to combat 
this menace #ith the weapon it fears most— truth. 



-8L 



I am enclosing material on the general subject which you may 
JPfind of interest. Soma of this literature contains suggestions as to methods 
^ of fighting communism. Additional copies of any of these items can be sent 
to you in reasonable quantities on request and at no cost. 



Tolson _ 
Parsons _ 

Kohl 

■teller* _ 
Callahan , 

Conrad 

DeLoach . 

Evans 

Malcne 

Rosen 

Tavel 



Sincerely yours, 

Reaver 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director- 
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Enclosures 

One Nation* s Response to Communism 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
17th National Convention, CP USA 
American Legion Speech 
Communist Target— Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 



NOTE: No record could be located in BMiles re correspondent. 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a Tt Front n in order to attract true 
subversives* During the Eisenhower Administration , Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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nttaa del Mar, ~Cali^orn 
>4Pary 24, 1961 



Mr. John Edgar Hoover, Director 
United States Department of Justice 
Federal .bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 





I'- 



■I 



I am writing this letter because my growing concern abou£ the 
increasing popularity of the John*Birch So ciety, as directed by 
Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts* Inasmuch as your name 
and the Department of Justice is being tossed around (along with 
the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and Jesus Christ) 
in the interests of this society, I would like to know how best to 
combat such an organization* 

I should state that of course I am against Communism, and have the 
same query as many of my, friends: "What is the best way to combat 
Communism — besides reacting authoritative books, being informed 
about local officials, school ^^rsonnel, etc.?" 

It seems very clear to most ox* us locally in our forties and fifties 
that a society such as "John JJirjeh" has many evils, not the least 
of which is the attempt to ~delitroy our confidence in Kennedy and 
Johnson, Nixon and Lodge alike, the advocation of impeachment of 
Chief Justice Earl Warren, the abolitien of the United Nations, 
and the elimination of a democratic form of government. But the 
fact remains that this society is being contributed to and festered 
by a large number of young married couples in their twenties — 
well-to-do, probably very sincere, and pseudo-intellectual. This 
is a source of great worry to those of us who recognize Robert Welch 
not as a guiding light but as possibly 1) a Communist, or 2) a Fascist, 
or 3) a possible candidate for another party, or 4) at least a 
crackpot. Whatever he may be, he is gaining a goodly number of 
ardent supporters who are dedicated and who are pouring money into 
his till, and in return are happy to take his advice. As he says 
in his two-hour lecture film, the goal is a million people, each 
with a $1000 life membership* ' 

I feel sure that your Bureau is well aware of all this, but do- 
you have some ammunition with which the average citizen can combat 
it? It is very painful to watch, espeoially when the current 
violently anti-Communistic feeling is something we all earnestly 
want. To use sincere people honestly interested in fighting Communism 
for this purpose is a terrible waste. But if one offers an argument, 
one is looked upon as a /poor, misguided soul or. as* a pro-Communist. 

I am appealing to you because - so far - your word ifs greatly 
respected. Unfortunately, you are often quoted ^enly in part, 
your warning against vigilante action is ignored* ' 



and 



S incerely » 



[ 



Vital Statistics: Wife of I 
for Pacific ^wlftphane Company - .c. 
work. Mother ofl 
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^ hlC 



beoause^olL.natUr.O, ffC" 



]- 1933< 
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Mr.| 

Jennings, Louisiana" 



Inarch C, 1S01 
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Oear Air. 



Your letter of February 27, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
*,v© do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 



John Sdgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures (G) 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 L 
Communist Party, USA 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Director's Speech of 10-1 8-60 
The Communists Are After Our Minds 



SB Introduction 



Expose of Soviet Espionage 
see NO r S next page , j 
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Letter to Mr. 
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NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
The JohnjBi rch Societ y is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, R oberTvVelclC its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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Jennings, La. 
February 27*, 19Q. 



Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
Washington , D # C # 

Gentlemen: 

.-ill you ploaco ^ivo no my information that you can about 
the John Birch Society, Inc, Belmont 78, Mass? 

A Chapter has been formed here recently and I have been 
approached with an invitation to join* I understand that it is 
Anti-Communist v/hich is good, but is it recognized by your Depart- 
ment as a bona fide organization? All good Americans want to stop 
Communism and I too want to do what I can, but can my small dues 
do more good in some other way that by joining this group? Your 
comments will be appreciated. Thank you. 



Very truly yours. 



b6 
hlC 



3, Jennt&igs, L a « 



5l. P. 0//Box[ 







V* 
v 



s 



&r.r 



/ — 



March S, 1301 



Phounix, Axlzqa: 
Dear Mr. 



b6 
b7C 



Your letter of February 28, 1961, has been received , t ' 
and I appreciate the concern which prompted you to //rite. ^ 

While I would like to be of service to you, the J'BI^J 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government does not furnish 
evaluations or comments regarding the character or integrity of any 
individual, publication or organization. From this I hope that you 
will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our fife s relating 
to the subjects of your inquiry. 

In view of your understandable concern with regard to 
the communist menace, I am enclosing several items tfhieh set forth 
my views and may be of interest to you. 

Thank you for your kind comments concerning the work 
of the FBI, and I trust that we will continue to merit your support and 
approval. 

Sincerely yours, 
Enclosures (4) U» Hoover 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism One Nation's Response to Communism 
God and Country or Communism Series from "Christianity Today" 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of the correspondent. The John Birch 
Society was established by Robert Welch of Boston, Massashusetts and has 
been engaged in anticommunist activities. The Bureau has conducted an 
inquiry concerning it. \y 
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PATOIS 



VARNISHES 



lUSHES 



WALLPAPER 



THE FIRST AMERICAN PAINT MAKER 



3951 MEDFORD STREET, LOS ANGELES 63, CALIF. 



ANGELUS 



Jobraar;; 



^ureau oi* Invcsvd'V'tion 
ton, i). G* 





Dear Iir» Hoover: 

First you 1 jiow that I have coon r:.;on£ the 
jroup of Americans you go aptly describe as 
I have alirys been conscious there were co. ironists in 
America but have alx;ays b.cn incaff^ront to their act- 
ivities. 



^-oathetic". 



Recently and only recently so.ic friends of :dnc 



Mr. Tolson — L 

MiftBelmont 
Msj Callahan. 
Mr. CoTirg 
Mlf« 

BIr. Malone*- 
Mr. Bosen_ 
Mr. Tavcl 




Mr. W-C-Sullivan 
Tele* Rootil 
Mr* lngr&m„ 
Miss, 



"uo; 



:ur^::oly fond handed no so.:c literature to 
road* JL:o)i3 the various articles are your own ir Co: ^rj^ict 
Target ~ Youth 11 and a reprint fro^a the FBI Law Enforcement 
Bulletin, Larch* lv6u* with your attached "Analysis of the 
17th National Convention of the Co^iunist Party y USA 11 , 



y 




j?hc Iinowlcdse ^rnorod iron those art! dec has in- 
furiated lie for boin£ go indif it;ront to the danger and to 
the point where I nust fi^ht thds insidious disease with 
all the abilities God has Given 1:0 • Zt ^ G clone these linos 

1 1 see": your counsel, not as the head of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation but as an authority on eomunisLi and as a 

[loyal American* 

%io "various articles" other than yours, nontioncd in 
paragraph one, wore written by such iicn as Dr* ifrcd Schwars, 
Kenneth Gof£ P Ton Ilutton and Robert Vclch? founder of the 
Jolm Birch Society* ^ ^ about the latter I inquire* I have 
read their "Blue Bool: 11 with which you are no doubt £r:iilar« I 
was impressed by iirpy :;ood points tho^n and confused by sulic 
of its" 1 philosophy, I have not joined npr will not join until 
'I can ascertain whether or not the Jola^S irch Sociot;_ls con- 
cider ed to be uubvorsivc. ihis scecis ^co 00 uuo only conceive 
force in tlds area dedicated to fijhtina co:.:;unisn but if you 
believe thoy are too far to the ri;;ht then I vail appreciate 



your advice in channeling ray efforts* jL;3^ ^&.Lr* 

REQ* $? ^ 

In closing I wont to thciJ: you for the o::collxnt ► dob you 
done and are doin^ to :;iaho ikx^rica dCkc'tftSr i^aK? L in xfhich 

bo ai ^tfOJ^ ;y 




have 

to livet»..to taj^o tL:c froa your endles s tasl: p 
request* CV^Qo wJl -~ 





- Kwaiix, Arizona 
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UNITED STATES 



£ERNMENT 



Memorandum 



TO 




subject: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (-6£Hte443r)- (REG) date: 
SAC, SEATTLE (100-24754) 

© 

ROBERT ArwELCH, JR. 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY); 

CD 

THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 



3/7/61 



For the Bureau 1 s information,, this is to advise 
that a chapter of The John Birch Society has been formed 
at Chel an- Washington . The Seattle Office was so advised 
by Mrs # | j M^s^j^Jia^i^^on^ who was seeking 

information regarding the character of the organization, 
Mrs . | \, of course, was informed of the confidential 
nature of our files* 

<5)- Bureau (REG) 
1 - Seattle 

CHD/jpv 
(3) 
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* 



or- 




March 0, 1C01 



mbrose "Printing Company 
1 f .-4-1 ffi Fourth a venue. North 
Nashville, Tennessee 



Jo 6 
b7C 



Dear £'r. 



Your letter was received on £Tarch 3, 196t, and 
the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and* as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the/ 
general subject of communism which may be of interest*;" 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Tolson _ 
Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Belmont _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach- 

Evans 
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17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 liSB Introduction 
Communist Party, USA 

One Nation's Response to Communism »** 
Director's Speech of 10- 1 8-60 ' /■ 
The Communists Are After Our Minds / ( 

Expose of Soviet Espionage \ J ' ' 

see NOTE next page 
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Letter to Mr. 



b6 
b7C 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a * 7 front r? in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, >Yeleh criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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Mr. John Edgar Hoover, Director 
Department of Justice Bldg. 
9th & Pennsylvania Avenues 
Washington, D . C . 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am a member of the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, Belmont 78, 
Massachusetts, and would like to have your comments on this 
particular organization. 

Our local group is very interested in whatever in- 
formation you might give this request because of our high 
esteem for you and the office you hold. 

Thanking you for any information you may give us 
in advance on the above, we remain 

fours si ncerely, 

bo 
b7C 

JLA:jr 



|4f 




MAR / 19 61 



/ITT 
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March 9, 1961 



Mrs.f 



Wichita, Kansas 



Dear Mrs. 



Your letter of February 28, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does 
not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret thzt 
I am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer in this connec 
tion either that we do or that we do not have data in our files relating 
to the subjects of your inquiry. 



* C y - - 



v T /e do not have any literature available for distribution 
pertaining to the organizations you mentioned, nor do we maintain a list 
of material which we have available for distribution to the public. Data 
which we do disseminate to citizens is available without charge. 

Enclosed is literature dealing with the general subject 
of communism, some of which contains suggestions as to what we 
Americans can do. 



Enclosures (6) 

NOTE and Enclosures next page 



RWE:mca 
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Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



pi J'- • 





.ftp ' 



1 y»c / 



* • 
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Mrs. 



Enclosures (6) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Intro. 

One Nation's Response To Communism 

Director's speech of 10-18-60 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target— Youth 

NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. For a number of years allegations have been 
made by a number of people including some clergymen to the 
effect that the National Council of Churches of Christ has been 
infiltrated by communists. Although we have never conducted 
an investigation of the NCCC, as such, we have kept abreast of 
the efforts of the Communist Party, (CP), USA, to infiltrate 
this organization through our over-all investigation of the CP, 
USA, and communist efforts to infiltrate mass-type organizations. 
It does not appear from the information we have developed that 
the CP, USA, is dictating the policies of the NCCC today. 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that 
the Society might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to 
attract true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration 
Welch criticized the president to the point of calling him a dupe of 
the communists. 
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~Cbmpton, California 
March 2, 1961 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
TJ. S. Department of Justice 
1340 W. 6th Street 
Los Angeles, California 



ho S 



h6 
hit 



l-l 



Gentlemen: 



My wife and I reeently| 

a local chapter of the JOHKTBIRCH^SOCIETY 



whose headquarters are in Belmont, Massachusetts. 



There has been some controversy in the newspapers, 
radio and television concerning this organization, and it has 
been labeled by some as subversive. 

While we do not find any subversive activities within 
the organization, before becoming further involved in the 
work, we would like a letter from you advising whether or 
not this organisation is objectional or listed in your files as 
subversive. 



Mrs. | | and I want to be on record with your 

. agencv that we are very anxious to do our part to expose and 
stop /communist menance, but at the same time expect your 
agency to advise us against the wrong group with which to 
associate ourselves. _ 

r r J 

May we hear from you? // 



he 

hlC 



Very truly yourg, 



\ ■ 



CC to Washington, 




D. C Headquarters t Q * /0 ^ 

• '< 1 ■ tec-ea ^ ' " 



V 



r2y *s 



3 



TRUE COPY 



28th February 
Wichita, Kansas 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



I just finished reading your book "Masters of Deceit" 
and several of your articles - I am now a very concerned American - 

First: Would you please send me allfceepamphlets 
etc that you - the FBI issues on communism? 

Second: Would you please send me a list of all priced 
literature you have available on the same? 

Third: I would like to know your stand - the FBI's on 
the John Birch Society - (I am not a member) 

Fourth: I am a Methodist. What is the truth about all 
I hear about us (& the Episcopoiians)? Being so infiltrated etc? Also 
the truth about the Council of Churches who are being so blackened? 

Fifth: What is this group-Atheist they call themselves- 
that read. Ayn Rands beliefs? Is this a Communistic group? I know 
they say not but their basic belief is the same as Communists. Do 
you have any literature on this? 

Finally Mr. Hoover - as a wife and a mother I have 
but one concern in my heart the future of my children - of all children 

I know I can trust & believe any information you write 
or recommend - 

Please answer my letter quickly - 

Sincerely 



\ ■ 



Mr s.l 
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Mi, 



Pr gadoaa, Ualitornia 
Dear Mrs. 



be 

b7C 



Your letter postmarked February 27, tOCl, has 
b^3n received, ani the interest which prompted you to -write iC 
appreciated. * 

Although T v:oi\U like to bo of service, tha FBI * 
is ?n investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hops that 
you -will not infer in this collection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 



\ 



John TSdgar Hoover 
Director 
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Mohr 

Belnont _ 
Callahan . 
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W.C. Sullivan 
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Enclosures (8) 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-GO LEB Introduction 
Communist Party, JJS$ \ \ * t 

One Nation's R6dp6nS8 to Communism 
Directors Speech of 10-18-60 

The Communists Are -After Cur Minds 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 



see IZQJE next page 
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Letter to Mrs. 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a n front M in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower A dministration, Welch criticized 
the President to tho point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 



It <> ~~~ " 
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correspond: 



✓ m k Vt f ~?n 




^ TRUE COPY ^ 

Pasadena, Calif. 

Sir, 

I have the opportunity to join the "John Birch" 
3 Society, This seems to be an organization that is really doing 
something about Communism locally where people like me can 
help too. 



There is so much controversy on the John Birch 
Society lately in my town, I wonder if you could tell me if this 
organization is lawful & proper and clear with your office? 

Thank you, 

. be 

/a/ Mrs. b7 
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PLAIN TEXT 



^ TELEGRAM 




MEL. 



SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 



3-7-61 



URGENT - COLLECT 



b6 
b7C 



RECEIVED YOUR WIRE 0& MARCH SIX, mm^&mSJXm ONE. FBI AS 
INVESTIGATIVE AGENCY OF* FEDERAL GOVERNMENT DOES NOT FURNISH 
EVALUATIONS OR COMMENTS CONCERNING T&Sfr ACTIVITIES AND 
PURPOSES OF ANY INDIVIDUAL, PUBLICATION OR ORGANIZATION. 
REGRET UNABLE TO BE OF SERVICE m WAND HOPE YOU WILL NOT 
INFER EITHER T4fc¥T WE DO OR DO NOT HAVE DATA BTOUR FILES 
RELATING TO INDIVIDUAL Mm ORGANIZATION, ABQim*Wim&rXaiS 
INQUHlEDr*" 

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR " 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



?ZmM BUREAU OF IWKTigATf^ 
U. & DEPARTMENT QF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 



1 1 * 



Tolson _ 
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— The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; however , 

— Robert Welch^ its founder, has stated that the Society might take on the 
~ appearance of a rt front M in order to attract true subversives. During the 
~ Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized the President to the point of 

— calling hii^^^^e of the communists. 

W.C. Sullivan 1 ~ * ~* , ^ f V 

Tele. Room r - t f I \ !- ' *[< [-1 I, M ' ' i / * * '*t ^ ^ * ' 

Ingram » °J> J O { A) * _ Af/ A J * 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 



MAR 7 1961 
WESTERN UNION 



¥ BIA034 XV NCC COLLECT 

WUX BI WASHINGTON DC 7 715 PME 
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SANTA BARBARA CALIFORNIA 
RECEIVED YOUR WIRE MARCH SIX, FBI AS INVESTIGATIVE AGENCY FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT DOES NOT FURNISH EVALUATIONS OR COMMENTS CONCERNING 
ACTIVITIES AND PURPOSE OF ANY INDIVIDUAL, PUBLICATION OR 
ORGANIZATION. REGRET UNABLE TO BE OF SERVICE AND HOPE YOU WILL NOT 
INFER EITHER WE DO OR DO NOT HAVE DATA OUR FILES RELATING TO 
INDIVIDUAL OR ORGANIZATION, 
JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 



I" $ ■$<■ 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 





Sir. Ros^a 

Mr. Tavcl 

'Jr. T iW 

Mr. Y7.lY3uHivan 
Tele. Bcom 



Mr. Ingram.- 



BIAOO^ 1255A EST MAR 6 61 SAOOl 

VOmOS 0 BEA143 NL PD TDBE SANTA BARBARA CALIF 5 
EDGAR HOOVER, DKR FBI 
WASHDC 

THE SANTA BARBARA JOHN BIRCH_ SOCJJOT INDICATES YOU ARE FAMffilAf^* 

he 05 
WITH AND APPROVE THE/ ITIVITIES .AND PURPOSES OF ROBERT WELCJ^ m 

AND HIS ORGANIZATION IMPERATIVE YOU STATE YOUR POSITION PLEASE 



7 



4*. 



A — tx 



REPL$/t!OLLECT JjLRE COPY OF THIS WIRE GIVEN T^ANTA BARBARA 
NEWS PRESS RESPECTFULLY 
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SANTA BARBARA CALIF. 
— • -'fp 
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 
5010-104 



# 



1 UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 




subject: 



DIRECTOR, FBI date: 3/7/61 

SAC, CHARLOTTE (100-9^58) 
JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

INFORMATION CONCERNING - INTERNAL SECURITY 



On 2/21/61, Mr. 



Greensboro, N. C. Resident Agency. 



contacted the 



bo 
b7C 



Mr. 



. . advised that he was extremely interested 

in anti-Communist activities and that he had recently heard 
of the John Birch Society and understood that their purpose 
was to fight Communism in the TJ. S. However, he advised that 
prior to joining any such society he desired to ascertain if 
this organization was in any way subversive. 

He stated he had written to the headquarters of the 
John Birch Society at Belmont, Mass., and received some )*> 
publications from this organization. He stated that in theses- 
publications it listed some of the cousoMl members, among which 
that were well known was/Mr. T. COLEMAMa»REWS, former .D.ir.e.c± .o.r 
-QlLInternal^Re.yjsnue Service, and ADOLBMENJOU, «..movie t . ac T t,or^ /J J 
These publications fujpther indicated ;S^Mm**that this „ Z**>*** 
organization was organized at Indianappl.l g^Ind^ in 1958/ and 
that one Mr. ROBERTEftJELCH was feSTouSSer of this society. 



J 



He stated that if he could ascertain that this 
organization was not subversive and was actually dedicated to 
fighting Communism in the United States as reflected in its 
publications he would be interested in such a society at Salem, 
Va., where he resides. be 



b7C 



Mr. | I was advised that the jurisdiction and 

responsibility of the FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity of any 
individual, publication or organization. He was advised the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal government and as such 
does not issue clearances or non-clearances. 



1p- Bureau (RM) 

-'Richmond (info.) 



1 - Charlotte (100-9458 



HCM: jnr 



B0 MAR '15 196 




10 MAR 9 19W 




KE:;L-iN IS I'JC 









Mr) 





Male 
Born 



is described as: 




he 

hlC 



"3 Victoria, Va. 

Height "5 1 9" ~~*^™«-~* - 
Weight 145 p ounds 

Employment - | I Steel »s Service Warehouse, 

Roanoke, Va. 

2 



Roanoke, Va. 

Militar2Z_a£rvice - U. S. Navy, claims honorable discharge 
NSN | A — ! 

Salem, Va. 



Residence - 



The above is being furnished for the information of 
the Bureau and Richmond in the event that a John Birch Society- 
is organized at Salem, Virginia, and the above individual 
is a member or assists in organizing the John Birch Society 
in the city where he resides. 



2 



/ 




tlarcb 9, 1CG1 



I-r, 

Tfao National Life and 

cedent Thstiransa Cow 
Kiifionat Building 
Nashville -J, lennessee 



be 

b7C 



Dear art. 



Your lettsr of IJarch 7, 15G1, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to ?J3 of service, tks FBI 
is vn vwsstigative agency of the Feds ml Government ani, as 
mill, does not malxe evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
etoT&cter or integrity o any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 



( 



Tolscn 

Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Belmont _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach- 
Evans 



Mai one . 
Rosen _ 
Tavel _ 



Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan . 

Tele. Room 

Ingram 

Gandy 

s 



- John Cdgar Hoover 

Director 

Enclosures (0) ■ 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 
Communist Party, USA \ * 

One Nation's Response to Communism - \ 

Director's Speech of 10-18-60 } " ' 

The Communists A re After Our Minds /- 



'A 



Expose-of Soviet Espionage 



7HAR151961 



see NOTE next page 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent* 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a n front ,? in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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2,,The National Life and Accident Insurance Company 

2,, National Building 

^ Nashville 3, Tennessee 



INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT 

WALTER S. BEARDEN 

VICE PRESIDENT AND MANACER 

JOSEPH F. HANDLY 

ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT 

CARROLL E. BUCHANAN 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY 



March 1. 1961 



GENERAL SERVICES 

J. E. SHERMAN, manager 

HEALTH AND ACCIDENT CLAIMS 

J. H. WHORLEY, manager 
M. M. CANTRELL, assistant 

POLICY RECORDS 

W. E, FENTRESS, manager 
T. J. SHARBER, assistant 

POLICY SETTLEMENTS 

R. K. EVANS, MANAGER 

W. T. RYMAN, assistant 

UNDERWRITING 

P. E. CHOATE, manager 




Mr# J# Edgar Hoover, Chief 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D* C # 



Dear Mr # Hoover: 

I -would atrareciate it very* much if you would advise me as 
to the position of the Federal Bureau of Investigation -with regard 
to The John^Birch S oci ety A number of my friends belong to this 
group and according tomy understanding of its purpose,^ it seems 
to be a worthwhile organization 5 however, before joining such a 
group, I would like to be certain that it is not regarded as a 
subversive organization by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Any information which you can furnish me as to the findings of 
your organization and your opinion regarding the value of this 
Society would be very greatly appreciated. 




Yours very truly, 
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March 10, 1961 



® Mrs. 
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.Vest Covina, California 
Dear *x£&. 
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Your letter, with enclosure, was received on 
Iriarch 6, 1961, and your interest in writing is appreciated. 
I want to thank you for your prayers and kind comments about 
the work ot this Bureau. 

I am enclosing some material about communism, 
and you will notice that several of these reprints give suggestions 
for combating this conspiracy. There is no charge for any 
literature this Bureau is privileged to distribute; therefore, the 
money you forwarded is being returned. 

While I would like to be of assistance with regard 
to the organization you mentioned, the FBI, as strictly an investi- 
gative agency of the Federal Government, does not furnish evaluations 
or comments relative to the character or integrity of any individual^ 
organization or publication. I hope you will not infer in this con- 
nection either that we do or do not have data in our files regarding!" r 
the group about which you inquired. 



Sincerely yours r 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



0 



f " 



Enclosures (9) 
Communist Party, USA 
-60 LEB Introduction & 17th Conv 
bse of Soviet Espionage 
Coimiiunist, .Target — Youth 
AnetomgAAist Menace 
Correspondent's enclosure 




>Vhat You can Do to Fight Communism 
Where do we Stand with Communism 
How to Fight Communism 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in 
Bufiles. 
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West Covina, California. 



February 28th 1961 



J. Edgar Hoover 
Director F.B.I. 
Washington, D. 0. 



Dear 



he 

hlC 



Mr - Hoovers Jo t,i B ma4 So a /bt\/ 

This letter has been on my mind for many weeks 
now and today I felt I must get it off to you. 

I have no vital inf ormation to relay, no spies 
to expose, no suggestions or complaints. To 
the contrary in fact. 

I am writing to say "thank you" Mr. Hoover for 
the many, many years of dedicated, untarnished, 
vigilant service you have given to our country 
and hense to my own family. 

You are one of the few men in p ublic service that 
I can point out to my children 
and say "follow his example" 

Within the past three years I have finally awakened 
to the Communist threat facing our nation and 
Mr. Hoover I tell you unashamed I ! m afraid! and I 
am a woman 38 years of age. 

How can we fight something we cannot see nor get 
ahold of, how do we know a Communist when we see 
one when they lie to hide their true dedication? 
How do we stamp out this vicious thing that spreads 
into every activity, occupation, level of life we 
know like an unchecked cancer. 

My hours are filled to the brim with Cub Scout 
P.T.A. Little League and Church work. I send 
magazines to India to fight the Communist Prop- 
aganda, we have prepared our extra food and water 
in case of an emergency, I have a first-aid card, 
we try to live our lives as an example to our 
youngsters of their American Heritage. My husband^ 
is a veteran of WW 2. and 
with all this the fear remains. ^ 

I take great personal comfort in tlafeCfact that you 1 * 
are still in control of the P.B.I. H/ith your finger 
on the pulse of this insiduase danger. I know thaT — ■ 
the Lord will not put more on us than we are able 
to bear. 

r » • — ^ 




an Heritage. My husband, 
the g Korea^conf liet ^j^/fi^ fJJ^ 
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Page 2 



I felt I wanted to tell you how very grateful our 
entire family is to you and I know there are millions 
more who share this feeling but have'nt the time to 
write. 

Enclosed you will find #1.00 which I hope you will 
use to send me any information or publications you 
feel might aid me in seeing this thing called 
Communism alittle more clearly. 

Before I close I would like to ask you one question. 

An organization called the John Burke ' group is 
becoming apparent in West Covina (our little city) 
dedicated to "Americanism, patriotism" etc, etc 
and sounded very good until they came out with the 
stateemnnt that they were against P.T.A. who they 
consider Communist inspired. 

Do you know anything about this organization 
Mr. Hoover are they what they appear to be and just 
misinformed concerning P.T.A. , or could it be that 
the P.T.A. has been infiltrated and needs to do 
alittle house cleaning also. 

The above subject is of great concern to me and I 
would greatly appreciate any information you might 
have concerning this. 

Once again may I express my sincere appreciation 
for all you have done for ALL AMERICANS in your 
position as Director of the Federal Bureau of 
Inve stigat ion . 

Many prayers have been said in this house for your 
safety, health and continued guidence from above. 



Sincere! v. 



West Covina, California. 



encl 
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March 9, 1961 
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Lowviile, New York 
Dear Mrs, 
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Your letter of February 28, 1961, has been 
received, and your interest in writing is appreciated* 

While I would like to be of assistance to you, 
the FBI, as strictly an investigative agency of the Federal 
Government, does not furnish evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
organization or publication. For this reason, I cannot recom- 
mend any organizations to you, and I hope you will not infer 
either that our files do or do not contain data regarding the 
group you mentioned. 

In view of your interest, I am enclosing some 
material regarding the general subject of communism which 
you may wish to read. 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (7) • 

17th National Convention & Intro. 3-60 LEB 
Communist Party, USA 
Christianity Today Series 
How to Fight Communism 
'/ One Nation's Response to Communism 
— Expose of Soviet Espionage 

E .^,felpfe4§8^t--Youth 

: (SEE NOTE NE'XT PAGE) - 

Miss Candy SAWljka. 
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3-9-61 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John Birch 
Society is allegedly an anticoinmunist organization. It has not been 
investigated by the Bureau, but we are watching its activities inasmuch 
as its founder, Robert Welch, indicated that it might be used to attract 
true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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TRUE COPY 



Lowville, N. Y. 
Feb. 28, 1961 



J. Edgar Hoover 
F. B. I. 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I have recently become interested in what I 
believe to be an Anti- Communistic Organization. 

If it actually is what it appears to be, it would 
seem that it should be whole heartedly supported. 

However I would hate to sign an application only 
to find I had been mislead. 

Can you give me the names of any bonafide 
Anti- Communistic Organizations now in operation? 

0 At present I am especially interested in M The 

JohjL^ Belmont 78, Mass. I understand it is 

headed by a Mr. Welch (former owner of Welch Candy Co.) in 
or from Washington, D. C. 



Your kind attention to this matter will be appre 



ciated. 



be 

b7C 



Yours very truly, 



/s/ (Mrs.) 
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:,larch 4, 1001 



Do 



Your letter oj. i' Unwary 21, 1961, .vith enclosure, has 
bo^a ANsCuiVod, aad the inters which prom^iud you to write is 

■*■ ^ - ='J 

Although I would liiw to bo oi portico, the i£I ait ~° 
investigative agency oi the i oderal Government and, ad uucii, d(i^>^: _.j 
n^t ma*u evaluations or draw conclusions ab to the character ot "*~ — - 
integrity of any organization, irablication or i&dividual. I r^r jtthat I ^ 
am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer in this connection -'f 
either that wo do or that #o do not have data in our iiltm relating to the 
subject ui your inquiry. 

I am unable to offer any ju^yo&tions ai to a ready 
source #hore you mi^ht obtain die information you are s jckiag, bat I 
iirmly believe chat it the individual will thoroughly acquaint himself 
not only with the true aims oi communism, but also Tnth tho.se ideals 
un ,vi-ich thy l;atioa .va^ founded, ho ,viil be able to .vilely cburce 
from H^mong ihe many organizations* those dedicated to preserving oar 
hard-varncd freedoms. 



on 



Enclosed is come material iiertainin^ to the general 
subject .01 communism which may bo oi int~rc.it to you. 




• f 



Sincerely yours, 
*»■'«:/ John Ed^orUioever 



6". 



Enclosures (6) * • 

WA/f J g 79S%. Se * ^closures next page 
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See KOf E next page. 
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Enclosures (6) 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Intro. 
One Nation's Response To Communism 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Directors speech of 10-18-60 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target— Youth 

NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. See airtel to SAC, Indianapolis, 3-2-61. Enclosure 
was a copy of a sheet carrying a Jack Mabley article and extracts 
from "The Blue Book" of the John Birch Society indicating the pros 
and cons of the Society. 

The J_ohn Bir^ ^ociety is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization; however, %be?rv^Ctc-^s founder:, has stated that the 
Society might take on the appearahce"8f a "front" in order to attract 
true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration Welch 
criticized the president to the point of calling him a dupe of the 
communists. 



* 
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21 February 1961 



Granger j Indiana 



J* Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. 



Dear Sir: 



There is currently a drive for membership to the John Birch Society 
going on in this area. Enclosed is a copy of a paper that is being 
used to promote the society. 

Although one of ray friends has approched the local FBI office about 
the society he has only received the answer that the FBI office is 
not an "educational office" • 

I am concerned over just what is the truth in this paper ♦ This Jack 
Mabley has written his column ia. such a way that he would not have to 
present proof of the existance of the book that he refers to# 

Could you shed any light on the subject? Perhaps you would rather have 
specific questions. 

1. YJho is telling the truth-Jack Mabley or Robert Welch? 

2, If your office cannot assure me that the John Birch Society 
is anti-communist in nature- who can? 



TO! 



bo 
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Sincerly yours > 



r , 



■\0 



CON (Satirce : Chicago Batty Hem, 
' Unitary 1961) - ■';>;: 



.^t^0 :€Sour6e: "Th^Btoe Bpotf r 'o# 
. 7 BirolirSoblety) : " 





~f fie purpose of the organization |V jo .Itghr' coinmunlm 
through tnajviduoj action and* mfJuorree ^ ApWr^an 
^lltf^S by the Society member^ 




Society 



K^^jgdlate <m<J-. fijpst urgent anxiety, of 't^rtfey is , ; 
ihe thrift jbf th© Camfftunist cortspiracy. And W«U It ;.' ; 
shpulcj fee. For 'both Internationally,, and within the' . 
|frii?ed States, the Communists are -much further ad- 
Vxqiced anjd more deeply entrenched than' ?V realized 
by even trtoet'of the serious, students* of the danger* 
'Q|n6n^tno anti-Cammuriists, ■ ' 

lr>; automa^ gehtl<9nnan # we. are losing, r^pi^ty losing, 
o j^d WOT in which our freedom, pur country, and our 
Wy exrstenc^ are ot stake. And while we donVsie^m , 
, to know w«i are losing. Hue war; you can be sure "the- 
GwttrftunlstC do. There is {ust one 4."^ - orely ono 
raH^'1ii'iK!t«liote world vnSich'tKe ^innusiiorb'tiar 
ted^. i it Js that, .despite thefr tfejn.endoui influence 
in ear government and Or^er al l of our means of masa , 
*Continimitation, the . American people will wake up too 
Coo^ td what has really, been happen inland what J & 
nbw happening. right undec their very nose$. 

This octopus \* t so large that its tentacles now reach 
into ftll of the legislative halls, pll:>< the union labor -, ^ ; 
'meetings^ a mafoftty of the reti glou e gatherings, and* 
mast or th© : schools of the a . 

central hem^ua system whfcb 'iaA*k&£& tentacles O 
in the jjafo&t Onions of Bolivia, in *fh.€r;-|arm^$. cp* £7' 
operative^ -of ^skatcfeVyrttn/ the ^afc^?e^ of ttitt ^ ^ 
$i»ciai Democrats of \Wfci&t Germany, cnd'n the class F: 
^omVof the Yale .Law School ft all ritracf or reoch \\ 
fonfcafd/ simuhmepu^Iy. t> can make 'of these 0 , ^ 
cree£fng tentades turrt. either right ocjef^ or <* given ^ 
pefc.O}tWg(? tyrn riHphf while the ofiier s turn feft, at the. jp - >* 

;4tame time, "trj tf^rddnc© with the intentions of o>4^3" 
cental brains In M&stow or Ust'-Kcm^rtal^^v /tW-T"V/> 
human Voce has fievgr before /jhfced any ettcfc monfftef 1 "7* / 

{empower >4iichrW0s det^rmtoecJ to enskw^'ti,- Tber© 
ls : eeftatnly no reason for and©rrating fta size, its . / V ft 
efficiency/ Ite; determination, if empower; or tit montice. £3]^^; 

■■&>'• ' ■ --r.'-v : "--V 

Ttie whole essence of the > Socie tyS purjSoie, ond^h^ 
guidirlg principle for' action, covering iwfr ^nly ! *h© 
fight. <?gqinc? cc»Hectivt$m .but the fi^it fpr e^n^tiru^ 
tiV© rcpiacetneViv may b$ swnmnrizild In tho-plijw^ve 
©pressed by just five words! Le&s'Gov and 




. *Co*ne v }oin us lu the fight 
against* Communists oiembers 

^ plttftd* 

JaasniucH as 
per 

ceot of us are 
and. - ''Commu- 
nis t, t^hey 
obviously hav^ 
.apmelhiog to 
3u( the Conscientious 
jk\2tm ( adfSi A l* this the best 
s w&y to tight cona|Buni»m? Whiit 
is the' Jolrn Birch 

r Siflce I am asked. Ibis often, 
;bec'aW 1 wrote fwo :coiumns 
' About 4t last July,-! will tell' 
what X K$ow t -a>oui dit society. 

*\t was foiioded ia Indian- 
apolis in 195$ by a ^roup of 
businessmen led- 1 by Robert 
; Welch, a fbtmer candy man«- 
>^ facturcr oF Boston'; 

: Welch, by 'lib own 
v?or<ls, the absolute ko& ■ 
vtjhe society, which was 
.aamed «fter " Amy 
/captain 'tiiurdciedl by Chh 



He says that John Foster 
Duties and bis brother, a $d 
Chief Justice Warren and Neft 
McEIroy and most of tie 
leaders x of ^ the Eisenhower ad- 
ntinistration, are or were part 
of a Communist conspiracy to 
take over "this nation. ) ■' ' 



" *WE3i€B Written a 

privately iriuted book called 
*The 'Folmcian. M It -was cir : 
. cqlated ottfy. ;anaong tbe top, 
\trtisle4 .feeders 1 • the" John 
^irch Soiicty. v^, 

is * impossi^ ior an 
ordinary -menaber^ to see e copy 
oi the bo4k» or . pvea get ac- 
•kyowJodgment tha> k' exis^.; 
1 feave-.read it, and wUf vouch 
that i|f exists. ' . v . " 
in ihe fio&k ( Wetek celts 

traitor and a Communist* 



S&me $ssc&rpis ' . 

From the Bn>oh j 
!jhis k U<m WeJch's book:' 

"While 1 fob think that Mil-' 
ton Eisenhower is a Communis 
and has been for 30 years,* this 
opinion is based lajrgeiy tin 
general circumstances ot bis 
conduct * • ■' x . 
tf Sut my fina belief thaft ; 

JS>wig^t Eisenhower is si' 

dedicated, conscious agent; 
: M tqe Communist coo*-. 

spinscy.is based on "fen 

comuladon' of detahe^i; 
' evidence so extensive audi 

so patpabfo ^ Jl seems . 

to be to p^Jt this convic- \ 
■ tfioe beyond any reaconable^ 

^oubt. 

He, says of Mr. Eisenhower: 
*\ . . tbexe is only one possible 
word to describe his purpose 
jand actions* That word is 
treason-" 

. * 1 * * * : 
" WE ^193BPmNT tbese words, 
exily because they are tptally' 
idiotic and because people who 
are asW to follow WcJch ajr e 
not aware of what realty Is in 
in hi mind. 

. The Communist threat * 
'^ik this country . is jrpdt\ 
enough. The country needs* 
the energy and interest of i ' 
every citizen who will work 
to' counteract the Com* J 
munist eivit. * 
.'But the unbelievable irxe-j 
sponsibOity espoused secretly by | 
|Welch can -bring only scofnj 
and barm to real ami-Com- 
munist work- 
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Miss 




jJetxoit 5, Michigan 
Dear Miss 



March 9, 1961 



_ _ » . w' i. . 



Youa* letter of March 3, 1961, has been received/ 
and I am pleased that you found my bobs, "Masters of Deceit, 11 
useful in your study of communism. 

In regard to your inquiry, the.FBI as an invests 
gative agency of the Federal Government does not furnish eval- 
uations or comments regarding the character or integrity of any 
individual, publication or organization. I hope you will not infer * 
from this that either we do or do not have data in £>ur files relating 
to the subject of your inquiry. 



ToTSon ", 
Parsons _ 

Mohr — 

Belmont _ 

: Callahan -. 

Conrad 

DeLoacli _; 

■ EYaris._ 

. .Malone _1 
Rosen 

,tavej ; 

' Trotter ' 



In view of your understandable concern with regard 
to the communist menace, I am enclosing several items which 
explain my views on this matter which may be of interest to " wiir-' o 



Ingram 
Gandy 



..MAIkEQ 25,: 



Sincerely yours; 

J- £dgar Hoover ; 



Enclosures (5) 
What You Can do to fight Communism 
God and Country or Cbmmunisiri? 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Communist Party, USA 
Series from V T Christianity Today" 



NOTE; Bufiles contain no record of the correspondent 
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an 

~~ ~ March 3,1961 

J, Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear sir, . 

Being a member of the^ ^rdinal^H^ dszenty Study 
Qlub,^ I am very interested in the cixecIcing^oT "* — ■ 
communism* I have read your book Masters of Deceit 
and have found it useful in my study, 

Q 

The following is an excerpt from ^American 
Opinion " July - September, i960, Vol. Ill No. 7* 
Robert We Icq. The report is fantastic. I would 
greatly appreciate your opinion on the matter • 

"Never before has treason been so brazen and so 
audacious. Our State Department, which created Soviet 
Cuba, is now using the power of the United States to 
make another Cuba of the Dominican Republic. We have 
suspended testing of nuclear weapons for only one 
conceivable purpose — to give the Soviets time to attain, 
or at least claim, superiority in weapons of which 
propaganda has engendered in us an hysterical fear. 
No one dares to say that all available evidence indi- 
cates that the pilot of our famous U-2 must havg- pur- 
posely landed his plane in Russia; and that objectives 
of those Ttfho planned the incident mus2i have been: (1 ) 
to give the Soviet a model to duplicate;' (2) to pro- 
vide the American Communists with an excuse for getting 
reconnaissance over Russia suspended; and (3) to post- 




pone the "Summit Conference" with, a maximum of public 
disgrace to the United States." 

I would also appreciate any material you capcx 
send about communism. 



b6 
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Your letter of I*!arch 3, 1001, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to -write is 
appreciated. 



Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the f ederal. Government and, as 
such, does not lxs&e evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I an? unable to be)p you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject ot your 
inquiry. 



Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Mr. TMson 

Mr. Parsons - 

Mr. Mi*» 
Mr. Belm<mt . 

Mr. Corrad 
Mr. IW.«-:wh 
Mr. Evans 
Mr. MJ-f > . 
Mr. Ros<n 
Mr. Tavel - 
Mr. "I rotter - 
Mr. W.O .Sullivan 

Tele. R««m. _ 

Mr. I'<}jr<u3£. 
Miss Ganifc?. Jt- 



Znclosures (6) (Listed next page) 



see KOI 3 next 
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Sincerely yours, 



John Jldgar Hoover 
Director 
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Letter to Mrs 



Enclosures 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 

Communist Party, USA 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

Director's Speech of 10-18-GO 

The Communists Are After Our Minds 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
The John Birch Society is allegedly- an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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Victoria, Texas 
March 3, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

£) I have been to an introductory meeting of the 

John Birch ^acig^and agree strongly with what their principals 
and goals seem to be ~ fighting communism and more conserva- 
tive government. However, before joining this group I would like 
very much your opinion on the sincerity of this organization. 

I would appreciate an answer at your earliest 

convenience. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, b e 

b7C 




be 

b7C 



Uyy^ru^^uUL y-^UA^unx^f-, %l^^uU e 

jLu^W o^^j output. 




^Jlu ■ be 



b7C 



I9R ' 9 i 





ml 



The Capital National Bank 
•?ost Ct&ce Box iei 
Compton ; California 



.Dear" %v. 



March 10* Ifflgf- 



-ii: 



, ,..|. -.v f YY ' ';' .' 'j 



Your letter ttf i?efcruary 28, 1.361, has teen 
received, and the Interest -which prompted you to mite is 

appreciate?! . .• .... • .*• 



; this FBI 



as 

£oc$v does not make evaipatipi^ or draw odBClustons as to the 
character or integrity _6f any orgairfzatioii^ publication or 
irrliviciual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
yqu wiU no^ infer Ja tMa a 

we do not teatve data In our files relating to the subject of your 
Inquiity* -.7 V v . \ / ;■ v.,,"\ 



Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 



oto* .....^ 
;t] talari 

, 

av^it .. 
i- f >t.L(?r .".'^„ 
'ASwIlivan." 
^6om- 



Saclosares (8) : ^ 
(listed next page) 

see. NO^j^ea^jpaie 



Sincerely yours, 



* John Edgar Hoover 
v Director -A-- 
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Letter to Mr, 



be 

b7C 



Enclosures 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-GO LSB Introduction 

Communist Party, USA 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

Director's Speech of 10-18-60 

The Communists Are After Our Minds 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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^ THE CAPITAL NATIONAL BANK 

Mi||||||l F OFCOMPTON ^ 



NEWMARK 1-5166 NEVADA 6-2353 P.O. BOX 191 

400 East Compton Blvd.^tomptoji, Calif. 
February 28 , 1961 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washing ton, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

I am interested in obtaining information in regard to the^ John 
'Birch Society whose address is Belmont 78* MassachusettsT^ 1 " 

They represent themselves as a group organized for the sole pur- 
pose of combating the rise of communism in the United States* 
My membership has been solicited and I consider the cause to be 
worthy; however , since it is possible for such organizations to 
be totally ineffective, and sometimes they are actually for 
communism instead of against, I would like the benefit of such 
information as you are able to give me in regard to the society. 

I have been furnished with considerable detail in regard to mem- 
bership, operations and dues. The information that I desire 
from your office is as to whether the Society is reputable and 
effective. ' b6 

b7C 

, lours very truly t , 




1 ir. 









Glen vie tf, Illinois 



Dear T.vr. 



Your letter of March 1, 1081, with enclosure, has 
been received. I can well appreciate the concern which prompted 
you to write and it is gratifying to know that my book, "Masters of 
Deceit, " is one of the books you have read to obtain knowledge of 
the nature of communism. 



With respect to the other sources you mention, I am 
unable to comment since the FBI sua an investigative agoncy of the 
Federal Government does not make evaluations or draw conclusions 
as to the character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. In view of your interest in this subject, I am enclosing 
several items which you may find of value. ' \ r" 

I firmly believe that it behooves every one of us to 4 
make a concerted effort to gain a broad knowledge of the objectives 
and operations of the communist menace. A lack of understanding is 
dangerous in that it is often responsible for the reprehensive and indis- 
criminate labeling as communists those who merely dissent or advocate 
unpopular or unorthodox views. Education is of strategic importance 
- in this matter, for when fully cognizant of the aims of communism, v/e ' 
can all share in the opportunity to defeat it with the weapon it fears 
most — truth. 

: ■'■■■ T i;:~ t , 

I - A " Sincerely yours, 

' . /'Z2Z~' V>"~ 

^ 

Enclosures (6) ^ 

(LIETSD NEXT *AG~&) ///• *< (S2£! NOTE NSiCT °AG3) 

JV/Q'Biefip (3) ;/ ; ; 




Enclosures (6) 

LEB Intro, March 1960, 17th National Convention, CP USA 

Directors Speech 10-3-60 

Director's Speech 10-18-60 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

Communist Target— Youth 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no correspondence with the correspondent and no 
derogatory information with respect to him. The correspondent encloses 
a copy of an article fay Jack Mabley mwhich he replies to a letter from a 
reader who complains about th e Jobir3irch Society and accusations being 
thrown around by subversive right-wing anticommunist groups. He says 
it distresses him to see so many well-meaning people caught up on this 
wave of emotionalism which borders on hysteria. With some, anyone 
who disagrees with them is suspect as a communist. Bufiles contain no <^<?*7* 4, *1 
information concerning Jack Mabley. He wrote previously in his column 
in the Chicago Daily News and was highly critical of the John Birch Society. 
This Society was organized by Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts, 
in December of 1958. It is allegedly an anticommunist organization and 
Welch has been quite critical of former President Eisenhower and his 
Administration. We recently conducted an inquiry concerning this group. 




or? 



Mr. J* Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir; 

We are residents of Glenview, Illinois, a suburb of Chicago*! 
Because of our Pastors tireless efforts to awaken us t«kthe 
dangers of Communism, we are a very wide awake town regard- 
ing Communist strategy and tactics. 

Numerous lectures by such dedicated Americans as, Father 
Becka, Walter Judd and Herbert Philbrick, a well planned 
school at Glenview Naval Air Base and the very effective 
books, MASTERS OF DECEIT, THE CONSCIENCE OF A CONSERVATIVE, 
and QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON COMMUNISM, also contributed 
to our growing concern. As a result of all this effort by peop<| 
we respected and admired, many of us became actively interest^" 
ifi anti-communist societies, such as, the Cardinal Minzenty 
Groups, John Birch Society and American Security Schools ♦ 

All of these groups have spent a great deal of time and 
effort in showing films such as, COMMUNISM ON THE MAP, 
OPERATION ABOLITION, LATVIA MY LATVIA etc. We also hold 
individual schools in our homes playing tape by R. Arens, 
Scousen, Philbrick, Dr. Benson, Dr. Schwartz, and many others.. 
All in all we have probably reached 20,000 people or more^ 
and to some degree have added to their knowledge of the 
Communist techniques and purposes. \ 
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*2 MAR 14 196? 



4 



.~o 



The large majority of the people engaged in this anti- 
communist activity are well educated, well meaning Christians 
and patriots ♦ They are not radidals and are interested only 
in saving our Country from its tragic apathy. However, in 
the last three months or so we have been ridiculed as alarm- 
ists, crackpots and even called Communists by a group of 
people led by one columnist of the Chicago Daily News. Who 
also happens to be a member of a One World Group in the 
Community Church of Glenview. He has written several 
derogatory columns about our efforts, the latest I have enclosed. 

You, Mr. Hoover, are the most widely respected and revered 
authority in the field of American security, you enjoy a 
reputation with all Americans that is unique in American 
history. 

I would appreciate having your opinion of this "grass-roots" 
type of anti-communist activity. Tell us if we should disband, 
or counsel 6s as to more effective methods of aiding our 
Country in Her hour of danger. 

lour reply to this rather lengthy letter will be deeply 
appreciated and anxiously awaited. 



Respectfully yours, 



be 

b7C 



r em/mj 
encl. 




1%. 
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JACK MABLEY: 



</TT is a delight to know that I 
1 I have found someone else in 
> - 1 this world who reads the news- 
paper backwards! What does it mean?" 
Emilia C. Gilbert, Chicago. 

ANSWER: I don't know. I've read from the 
back to front since I was a little kid. Maybe it 
means we like the picture page. Maybe we like 
to save the best for last. 
' ; If you start worrying about these things, you 
!can get in trouble. If you find comfort in num- 
bers, there are a lot of us. 

* * * 

" "WHAT IS our world coming to? Do we no 
longer observe the Sabbath? Why must stores 
' stav open on Sundays? 

%L«e these people who shop and what 
-are t'heirPeas^s for shopping on Sunday? Are 



we all getting so mercenary we must either 
be gSdy or selfish in allowing this to go on? 

«If we did not patronize the stores they could 
not stay open. I, tor one, would 
to stop this feverish, snowballing idea. -Mrs. 
E. Lyons, Chicago. j 
COMMENT: This question is almost as ; 
sticky as bingo. I have never known a business- 
Inwho wLed to stay open on Sunday, but 
they say competition forces them to open. 
Declining to patronize stores on Sunday 
is a reasonable way to protest. I object to 
laws requiring stores to close Sundays. This 
is a Christian holiday and the government 
has no moral right to impose one religions 
beliefs or practices on non-Chnstians. 
Regardless of your or my beliefs an increas- 
ino number of stores are opening Sundays, and 
ome say Sunday will be a full, normal business 



fHCLOSURE ' ^ w 



Nothing Like Reading Backwards 



ay before many years have passed. 

* * * 

"WHILE READING your column Feb. 7 I 
wondered how you think we should solve 
e problem of segregation. Do you have any 
ggestions?" Margaret Klaba, Justice. 

ANSWER: Yes. Integrate. 

* * * 

"I AM VERY concerned by the accusations 
ing thrown by suburban right-wing anti-Com- 
mist groups deprecating Ambassador Steven- 
1, Sen. Douglas, Dwight Eisenhower and 
ler government dignitaries. 
"Such accusations undermine government, as 
11 as the United States, and are causing great 
r among older citizens who are certain that 
ernment leadership is being controlled by 
\imunists — x>r certainly those with Com- 
>,ist leanings. 

"The John Birch Society is only one of 



the groups making irresponsible remarks. 

"Some of the so-called anti-Communist lead- 
ers have actually formed 'cell groups' which are 
busy trying to expose suspected Communists in 
the community. In some cases, one might 
label this new occupation modern-day witch 
hunts. 

"The believers in the Robert Welch school 
need to be severely reprimanded for looking to 
men such as he for leadership when they should 
be occupying themselves with reaffirming their 
belief in the United States rather than kow- 
towing to the Communist scare — which is ex- 
actly what the Communists want." — Jean 
Shanberg, Chicago. 

COMMENT: I agree. My thinking is in- 
fluenced by a former FBI agent who probably 
has done as much as any other layman in the 
country to jcombat American Communiste. 



He shows me how the irresponsibility of 
extremists like Welch, leader of the Birch 
Society, does great harm to responsible 
anti-Communist efforts. 
It distresses me to see so many well-meaning 
people caught up in this wave of emotionalism, 
which borders on hysteria. With some, anyone 
who disagrees with them is suspect as a Com- 
munist. They need, as much as anything, some 

lessons in depth on the meaning of Americanism. 
* * * 

"FOR A considerable time I greatly admired 
the straightforward manner you used in dealing 
with diversified subjects, but recently you seem 
to be straddling many issues," — Mrs. H. A, 
Cream, Chicago. 

COMMENT: Do you want blood? If this is 
straddling, what would a firm stand be? 
(Mabley is on WBBM nightly at 8.) 



A. 



^;archlC, 1901 



uonorable tv-llton *t. i-Gun^ 
United states Senate 
Washington 25, D. C. 

&y clear Senator: 




(?) I have been advised of your call to my office regarding 
the Joan £irch gocieiyr-and in response to your inquiry regarding 
this or^teatlbn, i wish to advise that I have not endorsed this group 
or its activities in any fashion whatsoever. 

^ou also made inquiry regarding a statement which has 
been erroneously attributed to me to the effect that up to eighty per cent 
of tne top officials ot the department of Health, Education and Welfare 
are communists or are under communist influence. This is, of course, 
a completely ridiculous assertion and when a report of this matter was 
brought to my attention recently it was promptly and emphatically deniect 
as a fabrication. 

Your interest in contacting me regarding this situation 
is very much appreciated, and I assure you we are always happy to be 
of any possible service or assistance. 



Tolson 

tiohr — _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
Conrad 



Rosen _ 
Tatfel _ 
Trotter . 



With test vrishes, 



■■ILL 



ll - Mr. Parsons (Sent Direct) 
-1 - Mr. Belmont (Sent Direct) 
-1 - Mr. Jones (Sent Direct) H 
3. - Mr* Morrell (Sent Direct) 



Sincerely yours, 




- / — 



7 




SEE NOTE ON NEXT PAGE — 



^.Ror!z=HPL:cbc/sak(7): : 

Ingram — , — * 

gondii J 1 / ■ ■ ■ 1 -MA(i-(JW*i 



/S- 





Hon. Milton R. Young 

NOTE: See DeLoach to Mohr memorandum dated March 9, 1961, 
regarding call from Senator Young. A newspaper in Newport Beach, 
California, on 2-23-61 carried a report to the effect that the Director 
said "the U. S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare has 80% 
of the top communists in the nation." Although this statement is somewhat 
different than the one given by Senator Young, it obviously refers to the 
same situation. By letter of March 1, 1961, the Secretary of HEW was 
advised of the fraudulent nature of this story. Files reflect cordial 
contacts with Senator Young and he has come to the defense of the Bureau 
regarding the confidential nature of our files. In 1956 charges were made 
that Senator Young "had sold out to natural gas interests, " however, 
Senate committee hearings regarding this charge were dropped because 
of lack of evidence to support the allegation. 
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1 - Mr* Simpson 



Tolson 

Parsons 

Moht 

Belmont 

Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLoach 

Evans 

Malone 

Rosen 

Tavel 

Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan . 

Tele. Room 

Ingram 

Gandy 



March 10, 1961 








be 


Mrs. 




hi 









Santa Barbara, California 

Zl 



Dear Mrs, 



I have received your letter dated March 3, 
1961, with its enclosure, and your interest in writing 
to me is appreciated* 

While I would like to he of assistance to you, 
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not 
extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, organi- 
sation or publication. I am precluded, therefore, from 
commenting on the organisations you mentioned, 

I am, however, enclosing some literature 
concerning the menace of communism available for general 
distribution by the FBI which you may like to read. 



Sincerely yours, 



3^ 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (5) 
NOTE ON YELLOW ; 

Correspondent states t hat in her community 
there is great confusion, all in the name of anti^ommunist 
propaganda, , and a* person does not know what to bMieve. 

NOTE ON ^YELLOW, CONTINUED, PAGE TWO f t !\l ** 

'■ML R'dOM T , T TELETYPE UNIT LJ L^'f' ) 



1 / 'V* '* 



• t 



Mrs. 



h6 
hlC 



NOTE ON YELLOW, CONTINUED 

v — 

She mentions the*. John Birch Society and the Fund for the 
Republic and Inqp a^^ the proper 

channels of our government have definite statements of 
authenticity given to the American people? 0 She then 
states she would also like to know the truth about 
Moral Re- Armament and the Cinema Educational Guild. 

She enclosed a circular containing reprints 
of articles which have appeared in the "Santa Barbara 
News-Press" which were critical of the John Birch 
Society. Bufiles contain no identifiable data concerning 
the correspondent. 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an anti- 
communist group and has not been investigated by the 
Bureau. It has been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower alleging that he is a communist. 

The Fund for the Republic has not been investi- 
gated by the Bureau; however, numerous persons connected 
with it have in the past had questionable associations. 
It has at times been very critical of the Bureau, the 
loyalty program and internal security problems. (100-391697) 

Moral Re-Armament has been described as a 
world-wide semireligious organization, pacifist in nature, 
with idealistic objectives. There is no indication it 
is subversive. (62-43223) 

The Cinema Educational Guild, headed by Myron C. 
Fagan, is allegedly an anticommunist group which has also 
distributed anti-Semitic and anti-Negro literature. It 
has been necessary to contact Fagan on several occasions 
to request him to refrain from mentioning the FBI in any 
manner . (62-87267) 

The following items of literature were sent to 
the correspondent: 

1. "Communist Target - Youth." 

2. "How to Beat Communism." 

3. "God and Country or Communism." 

4. "One Nation 1 s Response to Communism." 

5. "What You Can do to Fight Communism and 
Preserve America." 
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SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 





I . -4 ..... jl r^J-^ S^^^'L* 














/K^Ia^vu tjy<Jl 0-^3— J^o-^Jl/ (J-^ 

u^jti^tA^ c^x^j-^ (j^-h^M ^J^fc^L-o^ 




santTT 



he 

hlC 



sant'A BARBARA, dALIFflRNIA 




J^jL jJU m-J^ **** ^±2l 





be 

b7C 




IS 



t 



A' 



UEC- 50 



&lr« 



E iami 55, Florida 



Dear Mr, 



b6 

b7C 



March 10, 1961 



Your letter of March 2, 1961, has been re- 
ceived, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the t BI 
is an investigative agency of the £ ederal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



WAR 101961 

_C0ftiM.F3f 



I Enclosures (6) 
(Listed next page) 



DCL:lc 
(3) 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



s 



7 ' 



S EE NOTE NEXT PAGE 




Enclosures (6) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

3-60 LEB Introduction and 17th National Convention 

One Nation's Response To Communism 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target — Youth 

Series from " Christianity Today" 



NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated 
that the Society might take on the appearance of a "front 1 in 
order to attract true subversives. During the Eisenhower 
Administration, Welch criticized the President to the point of 
calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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MAE. 2/61 



DEAR SIRS, 



I am writing to request either an 
official opinion or fact, pro and con, I hope you can help 
me with this. 

As a citizen, I am greatly concerned 
over the Communist problem facing us today both on a -world 
vide scale and here at home. 



I feel that I should have become aware 
of this earlier hut none the less, I am aware now that we 
have a grave fight on our hands and something must he done. 

In searching for a means of fighting 
this situation I first have tried to "become better educated 
about them. Then I looked for a group that would allow me, 
as an individual, to do something truly constructive and 
with purpose. 

1 have come across a group that goes 
by the name, The Jph^^Xx ph_So^^^ I"ts headquarters are 
in Belmont, Mass / and it is" heade§ aw By a Mr. Robt, W&lch, I 
have studied their handbooks and from what I read, their 
aims and methods appeal to me greatly. 

What I seek from you people is an 
opinion on this group, or Mr. T^lch. Do you think it would 
be advisable of me to ^oin their organization? There are 
so many groups here 8s there that it is hard for the uninfor- 
med to know which is on our side, and which is not. 

Any help and advice you might give will 
be greatly appreciated. G5 

£> 

■bb 

Sincerely. 



b7C 



0^ 1 



HEC- 50 




ALL I, 



MIAMI, FLA ^ AJl/T 

. ^ S MAR 14 1961 




Mr. Toteon 

Mr. Parsons 
Mr. M*>hr...„ 
Mr. Belmont-. 
Mr. Callahan . 
Mr. Conrad . 
Mr. I> iV-frh, 
Mr. Kvans — 
Mr. „ 
Mr. Rosen.-™ 
Mr. Tr*vel.„, 
Mr. Tr.-ttor™ 



Mr. Corwin N. Spencer 
448 Hermosa Place 
Pcdra Springy California 

Dear Ivirf Spencer: - .•- 



March 13, 1961 



A 



received. 



Your letter dated March 5, 1961, has been 



\o/nJ 75 it* 



/V 



Although I would like to be of service, the 
FBI is an investigative agency of the Federal Government 
and, as such, does not make evaluations or draw conclu- 
sions as to the character or integrity of any organization, 
publication or individual. I regret that I am unable to help 
you and hope that you will not infer in this connection either 
that we do or tnat we do not have data in our files relating to 
the subject of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. To 
secure a list of the groups which have been designated by the 
Attorney General as coming within the scope of Executive Order 
10450, your request should be submitted to the Subversive Organ- 
izations Section, Internal Security Division, Department of Justice, 
Washington 25, D. C. 



,9Bj 



C0MM-F3I 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



0 



Mr. W.C.Sullivan 

Tele. Room 

Jlr. Ingram.. 

Miss Gandy 



Enclosures (7) 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
How To Beat Communism 
Director's Speech 10-18-60 
Press Release 12-22-60 



o 

3 



v 



SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 
DCL:mb. (3) 



Series from Christianity Today 
Communist Target— Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage ^ * 



• * 



Letter to Mr. Corwin N. Spencer 3-13-61 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles on the basis of 
information furnished. The John Birch Society is allegedly an anti- 
communist organization; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has 
stated that the Society might take on the appearance of a "front" in 
order to attract true subversives. During the EisehfQ^wer 
Administration, Welch criticized the President to the point of calling 
him a dupe of the communists. 

Correspondents enclosure isan article by Gene*Blake 
from the Los Angeles Times entitled "Th^3ohn Birch Society: What 
Are Its Purposes?" It is one of a series outlining the background and 
the anti -Eisenhower Administration views of Robert Welch. Address o£ 
,^H>^Jtiff^b^exiiied by telephone directory check. 
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TRUE COPY 



Palm Springs 

Calif 
March 5-1961 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 

Enclosed is a clipping from the L. A. times of this morning and learn 
asking that you in your busy life take the time to read it and advise 
me or have someone advise me what you think of it and the statements 
made herein. 

For your info I am 66 years of age served in the U. S. N. R. F. in world 
war No 1, a 32 0 Mason, member of Christian Science Church and 
retired. 

I love my country and all it has given me and articles such as the 
enclosed worry me so and because one does not know what to believe. 

My. business career was with The FirestoneTire & Rubber Co where 
I spent 36 years before retirement. You may check: on my background. 

Some years ago your office sent me a booklet which contained the names 
of societies groups etc which were wondered subversive and I should like 



another copy. 




Sincerely yours 



/s/ 



Corwin N Spencer 





■fit 



u 7f rp i^^^^HPr /lg Lil 

sitting '/^■^■PPPIPP^d shadow over 

that Eichinaiiix^Iia oeen Israel itself, 
traced by Israeli agents to For Israel is a nation that 



THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY " ^ 1 ( l 



Continued from First Pa^e 

monthly magazine, Amer- 
ican Opinion, In 19o7 he 
gave up mo^t of his other 
business responsibilities to 
devote nearly all his time 
and energy to the anti- 
Communist cause, 

Welch chose the subject 
of one nf his books as the 
name for his society be- 



cause he felt, this young 
iron symbolized all that the 
society should stand for. 

John Ehch was a funda- 
mentalist Baptist preacher 
from Georgia who became 
a missionary in China and 
then an intelligence officer 
with Gen. Claire Chen- 
naulfs forces during World 
War IL He helped Gen, 



( tr - .' C;1 Fci' -\- 





Bimrose, In toe Peril and Oregonian 

Still waiting for his baggage 



James DoolHtle escape from 
China after the famous raid 
on Tokyo. 

But ^10 days after V-J 
Bay, Capt Bfrch \vas shot 
and killed in a Chinese vil- 
lage near Hsuchow. Five 
years later, former Sen. 
Knowland charged in a 
Senate speech that he was 
murdered in cold blood bv 
Chinese Communist?, 

Aims at Expose 
Welch a book purports to 
hp a documentation oi that 
charge, as well as an expose 
of a "cover-up" by the U.S. 
government in a policy of 
"appeasement' 7 toward Red 
China. 

"It is clear that the Com- 
munists, high and low, rec- 
ognized John Birch as 
standing for America, for 
Christianity, and as the 
very embodiment of those 
qualities and forces which 
were in their way/' Welch 
wrote. 

" . . . he xvas the first, 
or very nearly the first, 
casualty in American uni- 
form in a war still being 
waged , . , With his death 
and in his death the battle 
lines were drawn, in a 
struggle from which either 
Communism or Christian- 
style civilisation must 
emerge with one completely 
triumphant and the other 
completely destroyed/' 

Monday: The Blue Book 
"bible" of the John Birch 
Society* 
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If I could second-guess 
myself on rearing my chil- 
dren, which I cannot, T& 
do it the same way again. 
The public school systems 
and the private schools are 
complementary- Both, I 
think, are essential— and 
both are helpful to each 
other. 

The private schools, 
when they have the mon- 
ey, have the advantage of 
greater freedom that is 
inherent in any small and 
private institution, and 
they definitely do have 
the'com pulsion upon them 
to equal at the leapt, and 
to strive to surpass the 
working level of pxrolic 
schools. I don t mean that 
thov always accomplish 
this. The level of achieve- 
ment m public schools 
ma a high standard. But 
the compulsion to strive 
toward it is upon the pri- 
vate school*. 

And as they strive, and 
raise their standards, they 
put a similar compulsion 



, Vizards practice 

-iighly stylized art, for 
./hich they are generally 
well and deservedly paid. 

But the years have tak- 
en their toll of California's 
best campaign experts, one 
way or another, so any 
day now you may see in 
The Tints' HELP WANT- 
ED MALE section of the 
classified advertisements a 
small notice to this effect: 

"CASlPAIGN MAXAG- 
NEEDED — Bright 
young man who hasn't 
been to the political well 
too often to assist veteran 
office-seeketMrfio s afraid 
he might . * 

Reputedly, >"\on is al- 
ready on the lookout for 
fresh talent in the event 
he challenges Gov Brown, 



fETFicial 

boundaries TffiaT split us in- 
to segments, the urgency 
of "bknkethig" metropoli- 
tan complexes like Los An- 
geles, San'Diego and San 
Francisco — all th£se spell 
costly frropstopping, mo- 
torcacjing and helicopter- 
ing. 

Sen. Tom Kuchel's al- 
ready preparing to hire a 
Station wagon in which he 
and his handsome wife will - 
' stump the state "as it's 
never he^n stumper] be- 
fore/' against whomever 
the Democrats nominate 
against him, 

*0*her top fpmpj.isncr* 
will doubtless do the same. 

Nixon did, in '50, with 
Chotiner at his side, . 



TODAY! N "HISTORY 

BY BRA1NERD DYER 



, » , - Speaking m the gymna- — 

put a similar compulsion little^estminSter v&'to ast-te prevent / 7 

upon the public schools, a^Fulton, teo^W&ld War-lit whMme / 

\\ hich is what I was say>£ March 5^ i&^Gwat JM3fe ^emainetfand voicing lack / 
ing. The two kinds oW ain - s ^^ttm^prime mhi- of cenfflence in -the- Unit- C,- 
schools are competitive,/ < htef ; Winston ChnrchUl;' ed Nations, Churchill ■/. 
and their competition con- Agave curron^"tStiie.term called io^ra-nrtliiary aili>?/ 
stantly raises the acnieve- x ^ir,o^curtain."/ 
ments of each. *~^jr~ **Xohodv jmow? what 

All thb pounds perfect / Soviet l^ln^ia . . , intends 



the 



western 7 



ance between the United L 
States-and Great Britain, / 

- , , ^ . - Some critics charged / 

And so it will be, hut only f\ n do in-lho immediate fu- fliurchitTwiTh nndermin- / 
as Ions as the* private ^. U ro^r Avbjat are the lim- ' injj the^nited Xations7^ 



mrcyor v:t)az are tne urn- jn£ the 



chonU fm*p phlfli to £iav in 

1W\ Syi< 1 !V: f , T thin\. x * nt,t ^ 

U thoir soiid argument and thru continued) 
wbm they #o ammid ^ck-w^Frnm fUmtin in ihe Bal^ 

in? endowment giii?. lie to /Triple in thp^Vdn- 

Kor private giving is one aHf^an iron curtaha has 

of the great public serv- descended across the Eu- 

ices, ropean continent." 




mztf^Mav— that Russia / 
.was' actually challenging / 
the peace of the ^vorld. 
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Birch Society: 





ts Purposes^ 



I They were influential, 
j busy men. One came from, 
* Oregon, one from Kansas, 
I one from Missouri, two 
I from Wisconsin, one from 
i Illinois, one from Indiana, 
| one from Tennessee, one 
| from Virginia and two from 
I Massachusetts. 
I These men weren't exact- 
I ly sure why they were 
l there, except that they all 
j shared the same concern 
j over the menace of interna- 
j tional communism, its influ- 
i ence in America and the. 
j fate of this nation. 

Two-Day Explanation 
\ For two full days thev 
j listened to Robert Welch set 
i forth his views of the prob- 
lem and what he thought 
should be done about it. 
Out of that meeting of Dec. 
8 and 9, 195S, came the 
John Birch Society. L 

Within a year there were 
working chapters in New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, 



Htical standpoint In Rus- 
sia, less than 3ft of the 200 
million people are Commu- 
nists and in any country 
they have taken over there 
ha\e been no more " 

Taibort sees Communist 
influences working directly 
here in front organizations, 
infiltrating political organi- 
zations and college campus- 
es. But more than that he 
sees Communist objectives 
being furthered by certain 
newspaper writers, in mo- 
tion pictures, in church pul- 
pits and in all levels of gov- 
ernment. 

Aims Arc Same 
f+ It is sometimes nec3s- 
sary to dificrentiate be- 
tween Socialism and Com- 
munism, although their 
aims are the same— leading 
to the destruction of our 
constitution and private en- 
terprise," Talbcrt said, 

'There are a lot of things 
going on in city, county, 
state and federal govern- 
ment that are certainly 



1. -I -^^^u^^uj u+i^+v mi- V^-l. IjKAiiXlJ 

Connecticut, New York, Vir- driving us into the arms of 
ginia, South Carolina, Flori- Socialism. If we continue 



da, Tennessee, Michigan, Il- 
linois, Wisconsin, Iowa, 
Louisiana, Texas, Califor- 
nia and Washington, There 
were also members of the 



on the road to Socialism, 
it will be just an overnight 
shift to Communism/' 

John Birchcrs in South- 
ern California and through- 



Tim k the firti of fire artfrTn reporting the bacJz- 
^ ground, purposes, orfianhaiion and lewh'tship of the 
h John Birch Society, which has set a national member- 
£ ship goal of 1 hiWAon <wd cx^rc^ to have 100,000 by 
gi iha end of 1Q6U 
H 

f BY GENE BLAKE 
I On a wintry day a little over two years ago, a dozen 
I men gathered in Indianapolis at the invitation of a 
I retired Massachusetts candy manufacturer, Robert 
H Welch. 



A REPORT 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Any national organization with a political pur- 
pose is of paramount interest to the general public. 

Any such organization, methodically yet semi- 
secretly organizing to influence public opinion, is 
the public's business. 

The John Birch Society is such an organization. 

On this page The Times publishes the first of 
five articles reporting on the founding, the pur- 
poses and the operations of the John Birch So- 
ciety, These articles Quote verbatim from the writ- 
ings of Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch 
Society, including his manuscript "The Politician," 
of which photostatic copies are available although 
it was distributed confidentially to a limited num- 
ber. The articles also quote extensively from the 
society's Blue Book, currently used as the so* 
ciety's guide for action, and from leaders of the 
organization here in Los Angeles. 

At the conclusion of this series of articles The 
Times will publish its editorial opinion of the pur- 
poses and activities of the John Birch Society, We 
suggest in the meantime that each of you t as a 
free American citizen, read these articles carefully, 

NICK B, WILLIAMS 
Editor, The Times 



conspiracy included former 
Presidents Roosevelt and 
Truman, Chief Justice 
Warren, the late Secretary 
of State John Foster Dul- 
les and his brother Allen, 
head of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency, 

"The Politician/' distrib- 
uted confidentially to a lim- 
ited number, has caused 



Welch, of course, is just 
one of many who have 
preached this doctrine of 
imminent Communist dom- 
ination to some degree 
for years. One was the late 
Sen. Joseph McCarthy, who 
has become almost a patron 
saint of the John Birch So- 
ciety. 

But Welch appears to 



I 
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Jarge" members — in about 
40 states. 

Now, after another year, 
the list of states with from 
one to more than 100 work- 
ing chapters has grown to 
34, plus the District of Co- 
lumbia, and there are home 
chapter members in all 50 
states. 

Mates Voice Heard 
Organized and developed 
quietly at first—almost se- 
cretly—the society is now 
making its voice heard and 
no longer shuns the spot- 
light. By the end of the 
year the national member- 
ship is expected to reach 
100,000. The goal is a mil- 
lion* 

There are several thou- 
sand members in scores of 
chapters throughout South- 
ern California today, ac- 
cording to Paul H. (Tex) 
Talbert, Beverly Hills in- 
surance executive who is a 
member of the society's na- 
tional council. 

They are hard at work at- 
tacking the Communist 
menace as they see it on 
the home front, either di- 
rectly or through other or- 
ganizations — PTAs, social 
and civic groups, study 
clubs, church societies. 

Talbert wont hazard a 
guess as to how many work- 
ing, hard-core, live Commu- 
nists there are in Southern 
California. But he and his 
r fellow John Birchers do not 
believe that is the crux of 
the problem. 

Takes Only ;i Few 
"Even though f.hpre ^ 
restively only a few Com- 
munists/ 1 Talbert said, "for 
every one there are 10 peo- 
ple standing behind ready 
to do their bidding and for 
each of these there are an- 
other 10 i — the do-gooder 
type — willing to go along 
with them, 

"It would take only a few 
hundred Communists to up- 
set the balance from a po- 
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to alert the p-.ihU?. record- 
ing to Talbert. through con- 
centred letter - writing 
campaign?, circulating pe- 
titions, speaking before 
various groups, showing 
anti-Communist films and 
distributing anti - Commu- 
nist literature — under the 
over-all leadership of foun- 
der Robert Welch, 

Point to Book 

Who is the man who 
brought this about and 
what is his purpose? 

Detractors are quick to 
point out that Robert Welch 
is the man who wrote sev- 
eral year- ago, n a manu- 
script called "The Politi- 
cian' 1 by some and the 
" black book' 7 by others, that 
former President Eisen- 
hower and top members of 
his administration were 
Communists or tools of the 
Communists* 

"While I too think that 
} Oiton Eisenhower is a 
Communist and has been 
for 30 years/ 1 Welch wrote 
on page 267, "this opinion 
is based largely on an ac- 
cumulation of detailed evi- 
dence and so palpable that 
it seems to put this convic- 
tion beyond any reasonable 
doubt." 

Welch also wrote of 
D w i g h t Eisenhower on 
page 263 in "The Politi- 
cian"; 

*\ • * there is only one 
possible word to describe 
his purpose and * actions. 
That word is treason/' 

'His Boss' 

And on page 210: 

"In my opinion the 
chances are very , strong 
that Milton Eisenhower Is 
actually D wight Eisenhow- 
er's superior and boss with- 
in the Communist' Party* 
For one tiling, he is ob- 
viously a great deal smart- 
er." 

Others listed by Welch in 
"The Politician" as part or 
tools of the Communist 



some discomfort among 
members — but by no 
means all of them. 

Some obviously agree 
with it, or at least feel 
there is sufficient evidence 
to believe that Welch's 
charges might be true. Oth- 




ers may temper the charges 
by stating that Mr. Eisen- 
hower and some of the oth- 
ers were or are merely un- 
witting tools of the Com- 
munists. 

Clue to Program 
At any rate, this gives a 
clue to the general tenor of 
the society's charges: Com- 
munists have been and still 
are in control of high 
places in the U.S. govern- 
ment, the armed forces, the 
courts, the schools and uni- 
versities, the press, radio, 
television and motion pic- 
tures, unions, the United 
Nations, the private foun- 
dations and the churches. 

Unless the public ^vakes 
up, the society fears, it is 
only a question of time be- 
fore the United States falls 
without a struggle into the 
world-wide Communist 
dominion ruled from the 
Kremlin. / s 



than any other man in 
welding his followers into 
a cohesive force with a pro- 
gram of action. It k a pro- 
gram of fighting fire with 
fire, openly using some of 
the tactics that have proved 
successful for the enemy* 

Farmer Ancestry 
Welch was born in 1899 
on a North Carolina farm. 
His ancestry, mainly farm- 
ers and Baptist preachers, 
is traceable to one Miles 
Welch, who came to this 
country from Wales in 1720, 
He was educated for four 
years at the University of 
North Carolina, two years 
at the United States Naval 
Academy and two years at 
Harvard Law School He 
moved to Boston in 1919 
and has been in the candy 
manufacturing business all 
his adult life. 

For many years he was 
vice president in charge of 
sales and advertising of 
James O. Welch Co., with 
factories in Cambridge and 
Mansfield, Mass., and in Los 
Angeles, as well as its sub- 
sidiary sales corporations in 
Atlanta, Pittsburgh, Chi- 
cago, Los Ahgeles and Seat- 
tle. 

Was NAM Director 

He has served as a direc- 
tor of a bank and several 
other business corporations. 
He was a member of the 
board of directors of tha 
National Assn. of Manufac- 
turers seven years, regional 
NAM vice president three 
years and chairman of its 
Educational Advisory Com- 
mittee two years. 

Welch also has been an 
extensive world traveler, 
speaker, author, editor and 
publisher. His books in- 
clude "The Road to Sales- 
manship^ {1941), "May God 
Forgive Us" (1952) and 
"The Life of John Birch" 
(1954). 

For five years he has 
edited and published a 
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Wichita 17, Kansas 



be 

b7C 



Dear Hiss 



Your letter of Liarch 3, 1961, has boon re- 
ceived, and the interact which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you .vill not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism ^hich may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (6) 
(listed next page) 
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Enclosures (6) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

3-60 LEB Introduction and 17th National Convention 

One Nation' s Response To Communism 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target — Youth 

Series from "Christianity Today*' 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John 
Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch 
criticized the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the 
communists. 
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Wichita 17, Kansas 
March 3, 1961 



United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
9 th Street &• Pennsylvania Avenue, K.W. 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 



Please send all information available on the 
organization and activities of the Jbhn°Birch Society, 



RequegtSflTfoy 




be 

hlC 



^ Wichita 17, Kansas 
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March 13, 1981 



L 



Mr. | 

£outh Coast Life Insurance Company 
318 McFaddin Building 
Beaumont, Texas 



b6 
b7C 



Dear Mr. 



Your letter of March 3, 1981, has been received, 
and I want to thank you sincerely for your thoughtful message 
concerning the work being done by the FBI. 

Although I would like to be of service, the functions 
and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal investigative agency 
do net extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions as 
to the character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will 
not infer in this connection either that we do or that we do not have 
data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

In view of your interest, I am enclosing material 
currently available for general distribution by the FBI on the subject 
of communism. 




COT. 



Sincerely yours, 



John iSdgar Hoover 
Director 



\ 



Enclosures (8) 

Directors Speech 10-18-60 The American Legion 
Gqd and Country or Communism? 

ktrrod^stidil^/60 LEB & 17th NaMonal Convention, CP, USA Cy t ' y 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism * 
^of^%let Espionage 




ommunist Target — Youth 
One Nations Response to Communism 
Series from Christianity Today 

:DCL:pak ~$) 



(see NOTE next page) 




Letter to Mr . 



be 

b7C 



3-13-61 



NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
with branches over the various parts of the country. Our field offices have 
been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as its head, Robert Welch, 
indicated at one time that he thought a group having the appearance #f a 
front organization might be effective in attracting true subversives* 
Welch has, in the past, also attacked President Eisenhd&r and his 
Administration in his writings* 
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SOUTH COAST LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 

March 3, 1961 

W. R. "PAT" WORTMAN 

318 HCFADDIN BUILDING 
BEAUMONT. TEXAS 



Mr, J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington j D.C. 

Dear Sir: _ 

Literature from "The John Birch Society" has 
come into my hands , and, accepted at face value, 
makes a considerable impression. 

Can you tell me whether or not this organization 
is truly the loyal American organization it purports 
to be? Can, in your opinion, an ordinary citizen 
render a service to his- country through this society? 

It would be gross ingratitude to fail to thank ;fc 
you for the magnificent service you have rendered - t 
your country and your fellow-citizens. 
Thank you, Mr. Hoover. 
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March 13, 1961 



v > Mr. Albert J. \foth 
Justice of the Peace 
Box 41 

Lyons Falls, New York 
Dear Mr. Toth: 



Your letter postmarked March 5, 1961, and enclosure 
have been received. 



Although I would like to be of service, the functions 
and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal investigative agency 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions as 
to the character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will 
not infer in this connection either that we do or that we do not have 
data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

In view of your interest, I am enclosing material 
currently available for general distribution by the FBI on the subject 
of communism. Your enclosure is being returned. 



Sincerely yours, 



Mr. 
Mr. 
Sir. 
5Tr. 
*Tr. 
'Tr. 
Mr. 



Mr. 
Hi-. 

Miss 



,1 I » 



J J 1961 



Tolson 

Parsons. — fillclOSUreS (8) 

Mf/-r 



Jolin iSJgar Hoover 
Director 



Correspondents enclosure (John Birch Society Application) 
Directors Speech 10-18-60 The American Legion 
God and Country or Communism? 

Introduction 3/60 LEB & 17th National Convention, CP, USA 



What You Can Do ToFight Communism 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
- - 1/^/Communist Target— Youth 

S*f K **'"' Xr ^ ne Nationts Response to Communism. 
J W 20 196? >' J 
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(see NOTE next page) 




Letter to Mr. Albert J. Toth: 3-13-61 



The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization with 
branches over the various parts of the country. Our field offices have 
been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as its head, Robert Welch, 
indicated at one time that he thought a group having the appearance of 
a front organization might be effective in attracting true subversives. 
Welch has, in the past, also attacked President Eisenhower and Ms 
Administration in his writings. 
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TRUE COPY 



J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington. D # C. 
Mar 4 1960 

0 f 

Dear Friend Hoover — 

What do you know about Robert Welch, Belmont Mass? 
He has men going around too join then in there Society I am 
going to send you one application that they want the the people 
to join They want keep it q.t. If know anything please let know 

i 

Your truly 

/s/ Albert J Toth 
Justice of peace 



0 




DUES SCHEDULE 



Life membership in the Home* Chapter , 
(which automatically covers member- 
ship in any local chapter), for'men or 

women $1,000. 00 

(This may be paid in two consecutive 
annual installments of $500. 00 each. ) 

Regular annual membership in the 

Home Chapter For men $24. 00 

For women . . . 12. 00 



Membership in a local chapter, mini- 
mum per year: For men 

For women. . . . 
(This may be paid as $2. 00 per month 
for men, and $1. 00 per month for worn 
en, to the local Chapter Leader. ) 

If any member wishes to pay larger dues, 
to support the Society's work (or to make 
contributions for that purpose), such 
dues or contributions may also be split 
into monthly installments if desired. 

(Applications for membership in local chapters 
should be approved by the Chapter Leader. Appl: 
cations for membership in the Home Chapter will 
be approved by the home office. ) 



$24. 00 
12. 00 
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THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
Belmont 78, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen : 

This is my application for membership in the 

Chapter of THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, for one year 
from this date, and for automatic renewal each year 
thereafter, unless I resign in writing. I understand 
the dues schedule printed on the back of this sheet, 
as applicable to myself.. 

If my application is accepted, I agree that my mem- . 
bership may be revoked at anytime, by a duly appointed 
officer of the Society, without the reason being stated, 
on refund of the pro rata part of my dues paid in 
advance. 



Sincerely, 




(Name) 

(Address) 



Date Application Approved 

By 

Dues Received 



Title 



REG- H 



£3 




Austin, Texas 



Dear £>iss 



13% 



Job 
b7C 



March 10, 1961 



Cx 



Your letter of I:. arch 2, 1981, has been received, and it is 
indeed reassuring to learn of your awareness of the menace of communism. 



Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is an investi- 
gative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does not make 
evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any 
organization, publication or individual. I regret that I am unable to help you 
and hope that you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that we 
do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 



i 



I would like to point out, however, my strong belief that 
education is of strategic importance in the struggle between communism and 
the free world. Full knowledge of this evil conspiracy 1 s true nature is vital 
if we are to effectively resist its influence. A lack of understanding is dan- 
gerous in that it is often responsible for the reprehensive and indiscriminate 
labeling as communists those who merely dissent or advocate unpopular or 
unorthodox views. When fully cognizant of the aims and objectives of commu- 
nism, we can all share in the opportunity to combat this menace with the 
weapon it fears most — truth. || x 

Enclosed is some material on the general subject which you, may 
find of interest. Some of these items contain suggestions as to ways of opposing 
communism, and additional copies of any of this literature are available ia <g 
reasonable quantities upon request and at no cost. , 




Sincerely yours, / ; 



John Edgar Hoover /_^ > " 
_ . , Director ' 

SIW^l 6 ! IQRtted next page v : • ' \ 

RWE-gcb (3) { 1 SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 



Miss 



Enclosures (6) 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
One Nation 1 s Response To Communism 

Directors speech 10-18-60 be 
Expose of Soviet Espionage b7c 
Communist Target- -Youth 

NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. The portion of correspondents address regarding 
the apartment is no t being utilized as there is no indication as to 
what | "I means. It is noted that she merely has 



on the return portion of envelope. 
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Austin, Texas 
March 2, 1961 



b6 
b7C 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 




I have just become acquainted wi£h a person who is a member (of 
six months' standing) of the^John Birch Society, which is headed 
by RobertrWelch. To me, the views of this Society, as I hear them 
through this person, are fanatical and radical. This person has 
let his fight against communism become his whole life — overriding 
everything else, even his job and his church. 

If the communists are as evil and widespread and dedicated to their 
cause as he says they are, the world is in a pretty bad mess. But 
I find it hard to go along with everything he says (and I know little of 
politics, anyhow). Apparently this Society condemns nearly every 
prominent political figure today~-or at least a good percentage of 
them—as being "out and out 11 communists, "pink 11 , or at least So- 
cialistic (which he claims is the next thing to communistic). This 
communistic label extends even to FDR and Eleanor Roosevelt. 
Of course, everything I had heard all my life about the Roosevelts 
has been good, and this talk about them is hard to take — for instance, 
the part about Eleanor Roosevelt being affiliated with over eighty 
communist front organizations. 

I am only twenty, with a background of two years of music in col- 
lege, and now employed as a secretary. I don't want to see my 
country under Communist rule, but I don't want to become radical 
about them, or get involved in something I don't understand. 

So could you explain some things to me about how the Communists 
work, how real their threat is, and what I can really do to combat — 
or help combat- -them? Also, I would like to know if this John Birch 
Society is really doing good (such as the move to impeach Earl Warren), 
or if it's just a way Robert Welch found to get an easy living? 

I am reading your Masters of Deceit, and find that quite an eye-opener. 
But I'd like for you to send me some more information- -from you, and 
not just pamphlets and a form letter. 

Thank you for your attention. 



b6 
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Respectfully yofir H AI * p 




March 10, 1&61 



Mr. 

Pon and Company 
711 North \zusa \venue 
izusa, California 



.job 
b7C 



Dear Mr, [ 



Your letter was received on March 6, 1961, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing ^vith the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 



Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
M,\ 

Mr. 
Mr. 
M-% 
Mr. 
Vol 
Mr. 
Mis 



Tolson- 



Parens , 

Mo^r -_ 

P - '31 , . 



v t ,a „ 

». U (mi - 

I t*i 

s Gar*tiy. ~^ 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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(listed next page) 



DCLrcfn , - 
(3) ; 

MAR 171961 '[/ 



ir 



SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 




Enclosures (6) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

3-60 LEB Introduction and 17th National Convention 

One Nation 1 s Response To Communism 

Expose of Soviet E spionage 

Communist Target — Youth 

Series from n Christianity Today" 



NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organ- 
isation; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the 
Society might take on the appearance of a "front 1 in order to attract 
true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch 
criticized the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the 
communists* 
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•:. PON & CO. (heritors 

Since i8gi 




TELEPHONE 
EDC3EWQQD 4-2991 



3 711 NORTH AZUSA AVENUE 

f AZUSA, CALIFORNIA 

February 23v&, 1961 



Mr # J. Edgar Hoover , 

Federal Bureau of Investigation , 
Washington , D* C« 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Many of my friends and I would like to take an active part in the 
crusade against Communism with our time and our funds* 

a 

I have been solicited for membership in the J ohn .Birch Society 
and before considering support of this orgamllilS^^ 
an expression from you relative thereto • I shall be pleased to 
lend support to any other organizations that might be recommended 
or at least have received clearance by your department » 

An early reply will be appre ciated. 




t 
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Mr. 
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^ Mr. 
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Evan* 
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March 13, 1961 









V 

Texas 



bo 
b7C 



Dear hivs. 
received. 



Your letter dated February <s3, 1961, has been 



Although I would like to be of service, the functions 
and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal investigative agency 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions as 
to the character or integrity of any individual, organization or 
publication. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will 
not infer in this connection that we do or that we do not have data 
in our files relating to the subjects of your inquiries. 

No suggestions come to mind where you might be 
able to secure a list of persons engaging in subversive activities; 
however, a copy of the list of organizations which have been desig- 
nated by the Attorney General as coming within the purview of 
Executive Order 10450 can be secured by submitting a request to 
the Subversive Organizations Section, Internal Security Division, 
Department of Justice, Washington 25, D. C. 

I am pleased to know of your desire to help combat 
communism, and enclosed is material available for general distribu 
tion by the FBI on this subject. 



m 13193! 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (7) 

NOTE and Enclosures next page 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. It will be 
noted that the Bureau is aware of some of the individuals corres- 
pondent named as having affiliation with communist front organi- 
zations , 

Robert Y*elch, head of the John Birch Society, has 
bitterly attacked the Eisenhower Administration in the past in 
his writings, and our field offices have been alerted to watching 
the activities of his group* At one time Welch had stated that 
he believed an organization having the appearance of a communist 
front would be effective in attracting true subversives. 



ENCLOSURES: 

V.hat You Can Do To Eight Communism 
Directors Speech 10-18-60 
Expose of Soviet Expionage 
Communist Target — Youth 

3-1-60 LEB Introduction and 17th National Convention CP, USA 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion. 



J. % Edgar Hoover, 
Director Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
United Stated Department of Justice, 
Washington 25,D.C. 



Texas 



be 

b7C 



bruary 28,1961. 



Dear Sir: 

I am interested in justice "being; done in our United States. Therefore I am 
wanting sc^e information which I think that you can provide. I furthur un in- 
^\ tertssted that our United States stay pi, free country. 

^yVould,^*you send me "a list of the ^eopSbe* who are un-Ameri can and unr^dnerican or- 
t>\ gsniza^i^rfs? I especially a^f i nterested in J&hese oeorele-l | Harry 




ffo sdick. f 
axin 



J Henry 



Stanc 



\Tones, 

an Mis en , Walter^ an Kirk, 



1 Cf . Bro m- 



You will i/ote m&st of these/are Methodist, I ft/'a Methodist ana Have "had 1 
contact with many ox these peoule through the years. It is hard for me to think, 
they are un-American and ar& connnected with un-American organisations knowingly j 

Would you tell me some)of the activities one can do to keep our United States 
a Republic and free. 

I hatfe been given some material sa7/-ing that the people above are un-American. 
Is the John Birch Society a worthy grour> to work with to fight communism? 



Yours truly 



be 

b7C 



Mrs. 









Amarillo , Texas 





»7 MAB 3> 




-.1 J.W l;*..— . 



.J 



0° 




Tolson 

Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Belmont _ 
Callahan . 



Conrad 

DeLoach , 
Evans 



March 13, 1961 




Mrs. 



T 



Poulsba, Washington 
Dear Mr 



■b6 
b7C 



Irs/ 



Your letter of March 3, 1961, has been received, 
and I am most appreciative of your expressions of confidence in 
this Bureau. 

I regret that I am unable to be of assistance to you 
concerning the matter of your inquiry. In carrying out its investi- 
gative responsibilities, the FBI does not make evaluations or draw 
conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organization, 
individual or publication. I hope you will not infer in this connection 
either that we do or that we do not have data in our files relating to 
the subjects of your inquiry. 

In view of your concern about communism, I am 
enclosing some material which may be of assistance to you. 



Sincerely yours, 



4 



Enclosures (6) 

(Listed next page) 
1 - Seattle - Enclosure 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no information concerning correspondent 




The 



Mai one „ 
Rosen _ 
Tavel 
Trotter . 



W.C. Sullivan - 
Tele. Ropjn 
Ingram , ^ */ 
Gandy ;V — eL. 



Johrf'Birch Society was founded by Robert Welch, Belmont, Massachusetts. 
1/ It is allegedly an anticommunist organization. Welch was openly critical 
- of former President Eisenhower's administration. We are conducting 

inquiries concerning this group. The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 

:Wo4j$&{, teletype usit □ , . • * NOTE continued next page / v 

CJH:mfw(4) v 



Mrs. 



b6 
hlC 



has not been investigated by the Bureau* The Los Angeles Chapter of 
this organization has circulated a petition calling for the abolition of the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities and, in 1958, the Seattle 
Chapter recommended investigation of the FBI. 



Enclosures (6) 

Director's Speech 10-18-60 

The Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals 

God and Country or Communism? 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target— Youth 

One Nation's Response to Communism 



TRUE COPY 
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Poulsbo, Wn. 
March 3, 1961 



The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

Director of Federal Bureau of Invesitgation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: ^N>n\v* ^^^^^ 

I have heard, that a group calling themselves 
"John Burch Society" are active in Bremerton, Wn. They 
claim to be fighting Communism, but I could not get that OK T d 
through the sources I've tried, so would appreciate any literature, 
etc. on them. 



Also, I have been unable to get anything on the 
American Ciyil Liberties Committee - except that members from 
this Society have said it is subversive. 

If I am out of line, asking for information on these 
groups, I'll be happy to have you inform to that effect. 

We do have faith and trust in you and our F. B. I. 

Yours truly, 

/&/ Mrs. 



P. S. Why can T t the F. B. I. Office here 

give me the good or bad of John Burch Society? 



bo 
hlC 
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^ - / ••/'/'•'/ Marchi 3,i961 



Mrs. 



South Fort Mitchell 
Covington, Kentucky 



Dear Mrs. 



Your letters dated Liarcft 1, 1961, have been - ^ 
received, and I want to thank you sincerely for your kind >J 
expression of confidence in the work being done by the FBI. 

Although I would like to be of service, the 
functions and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal invest!-' 
gative agency do not extend to furnishing evaluations or 
drawing conclusions as to the character or integrity of any 
organization, publication or individual. I regret that I am 
unable to answer your inquiries and hope you will nut infer 
in this connection either that we do or do not have data in our 
files relating to the group you named. 

Enclosed is a copy of my articles which were 
reprinted in "The Advocate, " together with other material on 
the subject of communism which you may find of interest. 
There will be no charge. 



Sincerely yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 
^ Director, y j / 

Enclosures (^Series from "Christianity Today" /''... , 
Expose of Soviet Espionage Communist Target— Youth 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism How To Beat Communism 
Director's speech 10-18-60 Press Release 12-22-60 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 

SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE * J * 



X'-- " "' MAIL ROOM □ 



Mrs. 



3-13-61 



b6 
b7C 



NOTE: Robert Welch, head of the John Birch Society, has bitterly 
attacked the Eisenhower Administration in his writings, and our 
field offices have been alerted to following their activities since Welch 
at one time expressed the opinion that he believed a group having the 
appearance of a communist front would be effective in attacking 
true subversives. 

South Fort Mitchell does not appear in the Postal Guide, 
and address set up per call to Post Office Department. 
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TRUE COPY 



March 1, 1961 



Mr. J. E. Hoover. 
FBI 

Wash. 25, D.C. 
Dear Mr. Hoover; 



May I first extend my admiration and that of all 
my f reinds for the time and energy you expend in trying to 
preserve our country from evils of all kinds, especially that 
of Communism. 



In my efforts of the last year to become an 
active patriotic citizen, I have been a member of a Cardinal 
Mindzenty study group who make a study of ten government 
reports compiled by members of the various Security Committees. 
These have been very enlightening. 



Our attention has now come to a group called the 
M John Birch Society" organized by a man named Robert Welch, 
This seems to be a very much organized group for action against 
the tide of Communism. However, in their book "American 
Opinion" of October of last year they indicate that Dog 
Hammarskjold is an agent of the Communist conspiracy, by reason 
of evidence especially in the Bang-Jansen treaty. Also that theU. N. 
is but a tool of the Kremlin. 





Needless to say this is very shocking if it is true, 
plus many other things that they state. 

What I would like to kiiow, as I have been contemplating 
being a member of this group, is it possible for you to give a 
recomendation or comment regarding this "John Birch Society. " So ^ , 
many of us have great respect for your opinion.^ ^? Jq Lj Lj<£) J 



% 0* 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

p 9 MAR 14 19 

Since/ely' m 



So. JFt. MitcheU, Ky. 

7^ 
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/s/ Mrs. 




TRUE COPY 



March 1, 1961 



Mr. J. E. Hoover 
F.B.I. 

Wash. 25, D.C. 
Dear Mr. Hoover, 



Is it possible for me to attain a copy of the 
series of articles which appeared in the Knigts of Columbus 
paper "The Advocate, " on Jan. 3-12, warning the clergy of 
the dangers of Communism. 

If there is a cost I will submit it by return mail. 

Thank you for your attention to this. 

Sincerely 

/s/ Mrs. 



So. Ft. Mitchell, Ky. 



be 

b7C 



REC- 35 ENCLOSURE^ 
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SANTA PAULA. CAUPORNIA 
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4 March, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, _ 

Federal Burea of Investigation, 

Washington, D. C. 2""" 

RE:- THE BIRCH^SOCIETY 

Dear Sir:- "* 



"1 



Mrs. 



and I have recently been hearing and 

reading about the above-named Society, purporting to be 
Ant i -Communist. Both by editorialization and in news 
items,' The Santa Barbara Ney's-Press, published by a 
highly respected scion of oni of our pioneer families, 
Thomas' Storke, has condemned the principles and the 
national leader, a Robert Br^felch, of Boston. By no <■ ■< -j 
stretch of the imagination could Mr. Storke be presumed 
to be Pro -Communist, yet it appears to worry him, as it 
does us, that a considerable number of American citizens 
of substance and intelligence have been persuaded to 
join the Society. 

My main purpose in writing you (and to presume upon 
your time) is to ascertain if there is available any dis- 
passionate, unbiased source of information, bulletin, 
publication or news release from your office which at- 
tempts to evaluate this Society. Some of our friends 
and acquaintances are receiving literature and admoni- 
tions to join the Society. 
* 

Perhaps the most serious statement attributed to 
Mr. Welch appears to quote him as saying that ex-Pres- 
ident Eisenhower is a Communist. This has distressed us 
deeply, as has, according to Mr. Storke, insinuations 
that ex-President Truman and others of our national leaders 
are Communists-. While Mrs. Phelps and I certainly do not 
consider ourselves entitled to any so-called "classified 
information", we are deeply disturbed, and would greatly ^ 
appreciate anything you can tell *two natives of California 
whose American heritage goes back many generations. 

Perhaps I could identify myself as a present member 
of the Defense Orientation Conference Assn., and a highly 
enthusiastic member of JCOC 23, which made the October, 
1956 trip to some of our major defense establishments. 
As a retired farmer,, a veteran of World War I, and the 
father of one son who fought as a platoon leader of the 
Marine Corps in Korea, and another who served in the Navy, 
it seems to me the purposes and objectives of The Birch 
Society should become public information. «-5=^r"»«:-v- A */ej 

Sincerely ya ujgjftR 14 BBCOBDBD. 

145 16 1861 
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memorandum 

fr.(tyt*pZ Belmont 




P|tOM 




DATE^^ary 28, 1961 



Tolson 

Mohr 

Parsons . 
Belmont . 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 

atet 

McGuire . 

Rosen 

Trotter _ 
.Evans 



W.C Sullivan . 

,Tele. Room 

?^** Ingram 

Gandy 



Mr. P. J. Baumgarm^w — — 

r o 

subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



Memorandum Baumgardner to Belmont dated 2/7/61 recommended 
that in order to give us a better insight into the John Birch Society 
(JBS) and "American Opinion" we should have Boston check appropriate 
sources and records to determine the facts concerning the incorporation 
of JBS, its incorporators, its credit rating, the circulation of 
"American Opinion," et cetera. In answer to Bureau airtel of 2/8/61 
the Boston Office advised by letter dated 2/17/61 of its check into 
this matter. 

There is set forth below a resume of the information 
furnished by Boston. _ _„„ .- 





JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

: , , u.-i^^ 

Incorporated on 12/23/58 as a nonprofit busxness organization 
under the laws of the State of Massachusetts and was assigned charter 
number 624-300. The officers were listed as: Robert Welch, President 
and Treasurer, and Ellen M. Lovett, Clerk (Secretary). The Directors 
were listed as Mary M. White, Robert Welch and Ellen M. Lovett. The 
incorporators were listed as Robert Welch; Marian Frobert Welch (wife 
of Robert Welch); Ellen M. Lovett; Mary M. White; Ellen Douglas Snow, 
also known as Mrs. Stanley Carman Snow, formerly Mrs. Alexander G-ucker; 
Philip L. Jenkins; and Juliette D. Guild. All of the aforementioned 
are residents of the Boston, Massachusetts, area. The aims and purposes 
of the organization were listed as to promote civic interest in 
national and international affairs by an educational program and the Q\ 
collection and dissemination of literature for educational purposes. /T 
The records of Dun and Bradstreet contain a report dated 8/5/60 f 
which states that Welch declined a financial statement concerning JBS 
on 8/4/60 but did state that JBS had sufficient capital to meet its 
needs. The records of Dun and Bradstreet and the Credit Bureau of 



62-104401 

1 - Mr.. Belmont 

1 - Mr. Baumgardner 

1 - Mr. Kleinkauf 
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l£mo to Hi*. Belmont 
Re: John Birch Society 
62-104401 



Greater Boston disclosed that Welch has a favorable credit rating. 
Boston furnished brief background information concerning the above 
individuals and stated that the files of that office do not contain 
any identifiable data of a subversive nature concerning any of them. 
Boston also observed that Ellen Douglas Snow was the widow of Special 
Agent Alexander Gucker of the Bureau who was assigned to the Albany 
Office and who died of a heart condition in his berth on a train in 
1952 while en route from Albany to New York City to assist in an 
inspection of the New York Office. 

"AMERICAN OPINION" 

While "American Opinion" is published by Robert Welch who 
also founded the JBS, there is no. indication that "American Opinion" 
is the official publication of JBS. It being noted that "American 
Opinion" was in existence for about three years before JBS came 
into existence. 

Incorporated on 1/13/56 under the laws of the State of 
Massachusetts, The officers were listed as Robert Welch, President 
and Treasurer, and Ellen M. Lovett, Clerk (Secretary). The Directors 
were listed as Robert Welch, Ellen M. Lovett and Ellen Douglas Gucker. 
The incorporators were listed as the same three individuals. The aims 
and purposes were listed as the dissemination of information to the 
general public through the medium of the publication of papers, books, 
magazines and lectures. According to a 4/23/58 financial statement 
f/2J/f£ ets were iisted as $27,320.85. A financial statement of 
6/27/60 showed the assets to be $77,475.82. A Dun and Bradstreet 
report dated 3/25/59 showed that "American Opinion" was organized 
by Welch, who is of independent means, to publish an anticommunist 
periodical and that on 3/24/59 Welch declined to furnish a financial 
statement but did state the corporation had sufficient funds available 
to meet its needs and other operating expenses. The circulation of 
the publication was listed as between 5,000 and 6,000 subscribers 
with an annual volume of business around $25,000 or better. The 
report further disclosed that "American Opinion" is sold at the rate 
of $5 per year, with 11 issues being published annually. 

*x„a * **.°5 2 /l4/61 Arthur Plynn, Postmaster, Belmont, Massachusetts, 
advised that mailings of JBS and "American Opinion" bear the address 
385 Concord Avenue, Belmont, Massachusetts, and are handled through 
the Belmont Post Office. a 

tt •, t. . We have never investigated JBS, "American Opinion," nor 

Welch. A review of Bufiles and indices did mot disclose any. identifiable 

data of a subversive nature concerning any of the above individuals 
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Memo to Mr. Belmont 
Re: John Birch Society 
62-104401 



ACTIOS ; 

We have furnished background information to the field con- 
cerning Welch and JBS by SAC Letters 59-13 (F) dated 3/10/59 and 60-5 
(C) dated 1/26/60. The field was instructed to keep the Bureau advised 
of the formation of any chapters of JBS and that the Bureau was 
particularly interested in any efforts by subversive elements to take 
over or use JBS or its chapters. In the information we have received 
from the field there has been no indication that any subversive 
elements have been interested in the JBS or its chapters. We will 
continue to keep a close watch on the information received from the 
field and in the event any information is received indicating that 
we should initiate an investigation of JBS or any of its chapters, 
we will do so. You will be kept advised of any further pertinent 
developments concerning this matter. 
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March 15, 19G1 



Mt. Pleasant^ Texas 



£- 4 



Dear Mrs. 



Your latter of LSarch 3, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not ma^o evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 
Some of these reprints give suggestions for combating this . 
atheistic conspiracy, •» - : * 



",/;*, 11 ED ilj 
C0"' n >:r '" 



Sincerely yours, 

r J. Ed^ar Hoesiflfc 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (0) 
(Listed next page) 



see NOTE next gage 
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Letter to Mrs. 
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Enclosures 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

How to Beat Communism 

How to Fight Communism 

Where Do We Stand Today 

Struggle on a New Plane 

BreaWng the Communist Snell 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Intro 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Series from "Christianity Today" 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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Geological Engineer— Petroleum Engineer 
(j^JaT. PLEASANT, TEXAS 



March 8, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director C/?^ 
Federal Bureau of Investigation j — 
Washington, D. C. * 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



There is an organization in which I have become 
interested that is known as the John®Birch Society. We 
are often warned that organizations are not always what 
they appear to be, and that we should investigate before 
joining. Could you please tell me whether or not this is 
truly an anti-communist and patriotic organization and 
whether or not you could recommend it as a means of 
fighting Communism? 

Any other suggestions that the Bureau has to make 
regarding the fight against Communism, would be most 
helpful . 

Yours very truly, 



MH:mlv 




bo 
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March 15, 1961 
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Los Angeles 14, California 
Dear Mr 



Your letter of March 5, 1061, has been received, ^ 
and your interest in writing is appreciated, ^ 

While I would like to be of assistance, the FBI, 
as strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government, 
does not furnish evaluations or comments relative to the character 
or integrity of any individual, publication or organization, I 
hope you will not infer in this connection that our files do or do 
not contain data regarding the group you mentioned. 

I cannot speak for Congressman Smith, and it is 
suggested that you write to him directly, I am enclosing some 
material on the general subject of communism which is available 
for distribution. 



Sincerely yours, 

'If **V 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Enclosures (6) 

17th National Convention & Intro. 3-60 LEB 
Communist Party, USA 
What You Can Do To Fight C<f>ipmurnsm ' ; 
Expose of Soviet Espi6nag$ " \ 
Communist Target-- Youth 
Series from Christianity Todgy - 

^N^S^iorrespondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
is allegedly an anticommunist organization. It has not been investigated by 
the Bureau, but we are watching its activities inasmuch as its founder, 
Robert Welch, indicated that it might be used to attract true subversives. 
4iLHooMa teletype urn T □ D^ing ihe Eisenhower Administration, Welch 
SAW:jka (3) criticized the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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The John Birch Society 



-J' 



* "IP 



MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

I I 

Los Angeles 14. California 



] 



March 5, 1961 



be 

b7C 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, Federal Bureau of 

Investigation 
U.S.DepH of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 



Deai* Sir: 




JMM/lc 



I'm very much interesl^d in the professed policy 
and program of The John Birch Society, organized 
to fight Communism and reestablish the principles 
and purposes proclaimed by the writers of the Con- 
stitution in the United States* 

After telling a friend that I was seriously con- 
sidering the idea of becoming a working member of 
this Society, he suggested that it might be wise 
to inquire of you first as to the theory and prac- 
tice of this organization with which you may be 
somewhat familiar. 

I have read the Society 1 s Blue Book, your book 
"Masters of Deceit" (which Pasadena Republican head-^J 
quarters lends to readers), and Herbert PhiJ^^^l^s 
■l tea ««. Lives". 

If your position does not allow ^^FEE^e^ 5 ^^ 
information secured, do you think ^uPAfte^$S%hta- 
tive, H. Allen Smith, former FBI a@M^e^a3^^adlp 
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/ 



i Mrs. 



March 14, 1961 



£anta Ana., Calilox-uia 
Dear Mr^ 



be 

b7C 



v. 



Your very thoughtful letter of February 28, 1961, has been c$ 
received, and I appreciate the interest which prompted you to write. With>? } / 
regard to your inquiry, I am forwarding several items which express my 
views concerning the communist conspiracy which you may find of interest. 

One of the enclosures is a copy of my report "Communist Target- 
Youth, '* a detailed account of the events which occurred during the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities hearings held in San Francisco. An analysis of 
this report will reveal its purpose was not to defend the activities of the House 
Committee nor does it cast doubt on the motivation or loyalty of American youth. 
It is intended rather as urgent encouragement to young people to learn the true 
nature of this malevolent threat, and, armed with that knowledge, to resist being 
duped into unlawful and unthinking action. 

This Bureau has had no connection with the preparation, sponsorship 
or distribution of either of the films which you mentioned in your letter. As a matter 
of policy, I cannot, therefore, make any recommendations with respect to them. 

As an investigative agency of the Federal Government, the FBI does 
not furnish evaluations or comments regarding the character or integrity of any 
individual, publication or organization. From this I hope you will not infer either 
that we do or that we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Thank you for your kind comments concerning the work of the FBI, 
^andl-trust that ! will continue to merit your support. 



Meat _ 
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Sincerely yours, 

( 

(Enclosures and NOTE next page) 
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Mrs. b7c 



ENCLOSURES: 



What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
God and Country or Communism? 
Communist Party, USA 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & March, I960, LEB Introduction 
One Nations Response to Communism 
Communist Target — Youth 
Series from t? Christianity Today" 

^.NOTE: Bufiles contain no record concerning the correspondent. The John 
^Z^^^SS^LSL^ established by Robert Welch, of Belmont, Massachusetts, 
ancThas been engaged in anticommunist activities. The Bureau has conducted 
inquiry concerning it. The film, "Communism on the Map," was prepared 
by the National Educational Program of Searcy, Arkansas, of which George S, 
Benson is President. It was borrowed and reviewed by the Bureau on 12-22-60 
at which time the consensus of opinion of the Agents reviewing it was that it 
was not the type of material which should be used and endorsed by the Bureau* 
It frequently deals in half-truths, distortion of truths and innuendoesun its 
efforts to establish that international communism is encircling America. 
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Santa Ana, Galifornfe^^^? 
February 28 , 1961 . | Mt . iv!*&-*jlX- i] 

Mr. Og^ n — -Jf 

iir. y-^- 1 5 

*5r» Rab'HO— — — i ! - 

JTT. HttTO. f 

; Mr. Tavd- *p 

, Mi*. Tfonc? — — , 

e Tele. B--m_ — - 





Mr. J. Edgar Hoorer, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

As a perplexed young wife and mother, this, acute problem of 
Communism has become the major topic of conversation within 
my family and amongst our friends and "former friends". In fact, 
we have come to the point of not knowing whom to believe or trust. 
Ordinarily, I wouldn't consider taking the valuable time of a 
person like yourself, but as I would consult a doctor for a commun«j 
icable disease, I am consulting you, whom I respect more than any j 
living American. | 

First of all, let me give you a background of our situation here \ | 
in Southern California. My husband and I are in our late 20' s and *, 
have children about to enter school. Many of our friends and ac- 
quaintances have, through club meetings and private gatherings, 
had the opportunity of awakening themselves to the Communist threat 
of infiltrating our America. Some of us have heard lectures and 
seen films, and the reaction has been crazy and mixed up. 

Personally, we are horrified and are ready to jump on the wagon 
and act like Paul Revere'. But then we try to remember we are civi- 
lized and not become too fanatical, because becoming too tempered 
or over-zealous could be a very dangerous thing. Some of these 
films and speeches intend to alarm people since they feel we have 
been idle and complacent far too long, and if we want to save our 
country we have to make up for long lost time. All this sounds 
perfectly feasible to me. If we were to wake up some morning under 
a Communistic dictatorship and military force we would go insane or 
all be murdered in the streets for refusing to give up our belief in 
God and freedom as we know it. 



1 



v3 



I have just read Cleon Skousen 1 s The Naked Communist which has been 
my first real education pertaining to Communism and the threat to 
our government. I found it extremely profitable in understanding 
this problem as a neophite. It also creates a feeling of alarm, 
that things have to change because i£;is inconceivable that our 
ideals and republican way of life cp-u^d ever be compatible with that 
deranged set of principals set dow§r&y Marx and Engels. I have read 
some of your Law Enforcement Bulletins and know you are certain that 
the Communists want world domination, their ultimate d#s4?e; be,ing 
to terminate Capitalism and fly the Red fla 6^^our^^ou,ntry ,f ^ y 

f 7 . . . j. n ~L-*LU + V>* a . T 
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BuJ there is such mixed emotion amongst our people over this.- I 
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-certain our groA of friends is a good crit^Lon for many groups of 
-loyal Americans^ There are those who feel SFwe do and don f t exactly 
know where to go with their energy . There are those who refuse to 
believe it's possible* There are those who afech their backs because 
they feel the whole thing is out of porportion and will turn into a 
so-called 11 witch-hunt" • There are those who think the whole mess is 
a political maneuver for the concervatives to be rid of the liberals, 
that the threat of real Communism isn't a threat to the United States* 
And there are those who label anyone a Communist who doesn't believe 
as they do. 

How can we recognize the magnitude of this Communistic threat and 
where can we turn to know how to act effectively? I ask you be- 
cause I believe you are the one man who is trusted and respected by 
all, and there would be no arguments or disbeliefs from any alert 
American over your words. We all have different ways of fighting for 
what we believe, and I know there are groups organizing now to fight 
and pressure for America's security. But couldn't we be duped into 
a force that might also be a potential evil? 

I am appealing for your advice because so many Americans are in need 
of it, because you stand for absolutely nothing to gain except the 
survival of freedom. At the present time good people are doing harm 
because of ignorance and other good people are ineffective because 
they don't know whom to trust. 

/personally, I am curious as to your opinion* of Robert Welsh and his 

/ John Birch Society? He seems so strong that we wonder if such a man 
could be potentially dangerous or is he absolutely on the right path? 
Also, the films "Communism on the Map" and "Operation Abolition" have 
created such a rumpus that some people feel they have shown the whole 
threat out of porportion, therefore they are propaganda. We feel 
the films are valuable because they awakened us and we are planning 

.ito show them in our home to alert others, but we want to be able to 

7 defend them too'. 

We are looking forward to attending 1 the Orange County School on Anti- 
Communism to be held locally next week. We know that we will recog*- 
nize the threat more than ever from listening to this distinguished 
faculty, but still, the documented imprint of J. Edgar Hoover is the 
one stabilizing force to bring all real Americans to their senses. 

You have my sincere gratitude and heartfelt thanks for any help or 
guidance. Our country must be filled with people as confused, as we 
and we must protect ourselves against the deplorable Communist plans 
for the future. _ 

Loyally, 



b6 
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Kra. 




1 



h6 



La*uaa Baash, California hie _ % 

Dear *2rs. 



Your letter of I. larch C, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subjects of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Tolson 

Parsons 

Mohr 

Belmont _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach- 
Evans 



Malone . 
Rosen _ 
Tavel _ 
Trotter 



Enclosures (6) 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3 r C0 LEB Introduction 

Communist Party, USA ; »; 

One Nation* si Response to Communism 

Director's Speech of 10-18-60 

The Communists Are After Our Minds ■ '-,•*' t 

Expose of Soviet Espionage i ' 



Ingram 
Gandy .„ 
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Letter to Mrs. b7 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
The John Birch Society- is allegedly- an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 

The meeting to which correspondent refers is probably the 
recent seminar held by Dr. Fred C. SchwaTz and others on communism. 



TRUE COPY 



Dear Mr. Hoover - 



March 6, 1961 
Laguna Beach, Calif 

rT - -p, ■ v r* 



We need advise. It is presumptious to take up your 
valuable time but I know of no other I would fully trust. 

The issue is Communism. Who are we to believe? - * 
How can we distinguish the true from the false? 

We are just a couple of the U.S. Millions who work 
for a living and can't attend Meetings like that being held at 
Disneyland this week. We'd love to attend but we have to 
work to eat. 

Now the Lo&Angeles Times is printing a series of 
articles on the JohnBirch Soci ety, the culmination of which 
will be a final article conveying their opinion. The American 
Legion fights, they say, Communism. But V\n awfully dumb 
about issues and viewpoints and so many contain innuendos 
that escape me entirely. 

Who can we believe? 



For a long time we've watched helplessly, our country 
slide under too much central control - people are lazy and 
apathetic - we included. Pretty soon, too, you become suspicious 
of any and everything, which must be what the communists want. 

How can we determine who to follow and believe? We 
want to remain free and true to our good American Heritage. 



4 



this. 



Thank you sincerely, for your trouble & time in reading 



# TTJ 




Mrs. 



Laguna Beach, Calif. 
* MAR 16 1961 



be 
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Tolson 

Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Belmont _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach- 
Evans 



Ma lone , 
Rosen _ 
Tavel _ 
Trotter _ 



W,C. Sullivan 
Tele. .Room, 
Ingrcr 
Gandi 
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Miss | 

Ne^ Dorm— | I 
Maryville College* 
M^ryvUIo, Tennessee 



be 

b7C 



Dear Miss 



Your letter of March 8, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret 
that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our files 
relating to the subjects of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is some material dealing with the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest. /, 



ElAR 1 •> 1361 
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Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (6) 

17th National Convention & 3-60 LEB Intro. 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

Director's speech of 10-18-60 

■ Communist Target — Youth 

-Expose of Soviet Espionage * ' i 

!One Nation's Response To Communism 
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NOTE: The John Birch Jjociety is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
* . " "(See next page. ) 
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NOTE continued: 

however, Robert Welch, its founder, has. stated that the Society might 
take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true subversives. 
During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized the president 
to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. No record could 
be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 

While certain activities of the United States National 
Student Association parallel the Communist Party program, our over-all 
coverage of the Communist Party and its activities and the file reviews 
conducted concerning United States National Student Association officers 
show no indication that the Communist Party is dictating the policies of the 
United States National Student Association or has infiltrated the United States 
National Student Association top echelon. (100-346566-683) 
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3-8-61 



ARYYILLE 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C, 

Gentlemen: 



Due to several controversial issues which have 
come up on our campus, I am writing as a member 
of the Maryville College 
request information &bou 



to 



We 



b two organizations, 
are particularly concerned with any Communist 
affiliation or infiltration that might he 
present in the groups and would appreciate 
reply as soon as is possible. The organizations 
are these: 



b6 
b7C 



1. The United States National Student Association 
(USETSA) 

2. The John Burch Society 



Thank you for any information that might be 



available ♦ 



<£> Sincerely, 



New Dorm — [ 



17 iviak ±o ISO* 



Maryville Col lege Trr 
Maryville , Tennessee 
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Mr, Tolson ~. 

Mr- Par;tms.. - . 

Mr, MoUr 

Mr* Belmont 

?Ir, Callahan 

Mr* Convad. . 

* Mi\ r-T-^ach 

Mr, i:,,iris 

I Mr. Muk-^ 

* Mr. Rj^n 



Mr. Tavd 

J Mr 
M - x Sullivan 
M*. — 

, . 

Oaniy -- 




Llarch 15, 1CG1 



ouu\;eon Kay, Wiuxonyin 
Dear ivir^ 



I have received your letter of March 6, 19 Gl, 
and the interest which prompted you to communicate with me 
on this occasion Ibj indeed appreciated. 

I can readily understand your deep concern 
over the grave threat posed by communism* It is my iirm 
belief that a broad knowledge of the objectives and operations 
of the communist conspiracy in essential U Americans are to 



oi.C3o£i\uiy rcjijt lid it^:iucjicc« 



lujtirj or .Ooc^iL,* 1 



wdjj intwnJbd to be au cajy-to-re^J priia^r ou cjr/ui*.unljiu 
btuJLutj iijtil other ^mt^ic^nu who uouid like to loam joorcuiing 
about tlii j ovii menace. I Iwe alvayy ielt that private citizens, 
acting through their civic, labor, religious, educational and 
similar or^aniisatioru, con^titut^ ono of cur mojt effective 
vreapona against communism - 

I urn jen-iin^, ua:L-r :J operate cover, ju*/erai 
itemj on Uie *ubjuet oi con^^ni^i \vhivh you flight like to read* 



Sincerely yours, 



Room 4235 



1 - D. C MorreH 
USC Material 

3-60 LEB Intro with lfth National Convention CP USA 
The American Legion speech 10-18-60 
Communist Bias ion and Democratic Reality 
Communist Target- -Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
One Nation T s Response to Communism , , 
NOTE: Next page. . "A' , / '/ 

50MAR23J|J^ ' f 

JMM:ncr . \. 

(5) . • •< Mail Room J ™— 



\ -t ^ ^ 




t 



be 

b7C 



4* 

NOTE: The John Birc h So ciety is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, fEsTmnder, has stated that the Society might 
take on the appearance of a M front TT in order to attract true subversives. 
During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized the P residen t 
to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. As Mrs. | | does 
not specifically ask about this organization, and reference to it is only in 
passing, the no evaluation type reply is not included. 
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Tfe. Tolsi 
; Mr, 
Mr, 

Mr, Callahan- 

Mr. Evans- 
Mr. Malone. 

Stur^eqil g^y t Wjgg.Mr. RoBen_ 

Mr. Tavcl- 



March 6,1962, 



J. E. Hoover 
Director, F.B.I. 



Dear M r. Hoover, 




Mr. Tr tter 

Mr. W.C.Sullivan 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Gandy 



Cm) 




I have read many times your hook entitled, 
"Masters of Deceit" and feel like something must he done, due 
to events that are taking place * in this world today • With grave 
concern I am writing to you for the answer. I have given your 
hook to many to read and offered it to Civic groups, and all 
agree something more has got to he done* Many A mericans are 
ready to do all they can and all seem to agree our entire govern^ 
ment needs to he cleaned up . We all are eager to know what 
to do and want tolllert and are willing to do our pWrt, "But, 
where do we start? It seems everything, since the 3:ast xigged 
and stolen election, is completely government controlkf'iWe desire 
to do our part on all levels and keep in very close' touch with 
our Governor's and Congressmen hut do they have any powers left 
to act on this issue. We ail wrote to maintain and: 'keep the, 
House Un-American Activites Comraitee, We hone it is retained, 
and kept a part of our government ♦ ^£(^9 ^A^^ 

We would appreciate mat^tial on this ' matter 
as soon as possible* and steps we can take to fight this threat 
facing the T3S.A. today* If we know sound measures that can 
he taken and are informed from the State Department and other 
departments in government we can act along the right lines in 
our communities • Many groups, namely one has hegan in our 
county The John Birch Group" and they are hafift at work to get 
members to join inHblielr efforts to combat communism* I am 
skeptical of these groups and refuse to join them, hut sincerely 
I would like info rmat ion, direct from you as to what information 
we can se cure tojrork on this important mission* As individuals, 
we are doing a small part 'hut we know if we knew what tcTSS^ 
we could become a strogg force in this, fight against coi^in|^^ 

Very Sincerely, 



■bb 
hlC 
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Mr. 



Z 




March 15, 1981 



Dallas, Texas 



be 

b7C 



Your letter datad March 8, 19G1, has baen received, ^ 
and the interest promoting your contacting thib Bureau is ap^reciat^ 

Although I #ould like to be of service, the function^? 
and responsibilities of the i?BI as a Federal investigative agency do 
not extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions as to tha 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. 
I regret that I am unable to hel^ you and hope you will not infar in 
this connection either that we do or that .ve do not have information 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. 



enclosed is material available lor general distri- 
bution by the 1BI on the subject of communism, i y 



Sincerely yours, 



4 . t-'/V 



. "Tolson 



Parsons „ 

Mohr 

3elmcrtt , 
Callahan 



■—w^-i 



Conrad 

DeLoach w 
Evans 




John Edgar Hoover - f Jl '\*' 

Director j) ' 

- J t ; . 

Enclosures (7) Communist Target— Youth ' 

What You can do to fight Communism Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Hoteto Beat Communism Communist Illusion and Democratic 

17"Nat'l Convention CP USA & 3-80 Lj3B Intro. Reality 
10-18-60 Director's Speech „ 

NOTiii: Correspondfentis not identifiable in Bufiles. He undoubtedly 
is referring to the c ^ygircJ^ Sjo^fe^headed by Robert Welch, and 
the field offices have*BSln alerted to #atch the activities of Welch and 
his group. He has! attacked the JLisenho ^er Administration in his 



^^ritings. 
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if 



he 

Dallas, Texas b7 
March 6, 1961 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Information Department 
Washington, D» C* 



Gentlemen: 



At the present time in certain parts of Texas, 
an organization call^€ the "Jphtr ^urke Societ y" flT 
holding meetings a$a explaining /the growing dangers 
of communism* 

A Mr, Pred^Koch ±n particular, will travel to any 
part of the ccmnbTj to talk to an aggregate of twenty 
people * Some/of the printed information distributed by 
this organization contains information such as; that 
Stands Gary Powers was not shot down in Russia, but 
landed his plane after being paid by the Russian Govern- 
ment* All of the information that I have read by this 
organization is very interesting, but still I am rather 
skeptical about their product* 

Would you please give me any unclassified informa- 
tion about this organization so that I might be convinc- 
ed that they are doing a worthy thing and not duping 
the public? Also, would you please send me any printed 
information that your great organization has pertaining 
to the communist party in the United States* 



much, 



I hope to hear from you shortly* Thank you very 



Respectfully yours, 



h 
b' 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104 



UNITED STATES GOmR.NMENT 

Memorarmum 



4 



TO 



FROM : 



subject: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 
If SAC, ALBUQUERQUE (62- 

! — o 

THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, 
INFORMATION CONCERNING, 
(INTERNAL SECURITY)/' 



date: 3/16/61 



TT 



j, _»« j.»-> 



Re SAC Letter 60-5 (C) dated 1/26/60. 



On 3/8/61, Mr. 



State Furniture 

D is tr i but or s ,„I nc . * 8 10 JLOth Street, Alamogordo , New_Mexico , 
advised that there are two chapters of The J ohn Birch Society 



in existence in Alamogordo, New Ife^co, Mr. 
these chapters as #4^6 , ^s^n^5 r 32nffi3 !,, Tndicate 
approximately seven members in each chapter, j Mr. 
started that I I chapter #466 and 



identified 

1:he re were 



Street, Alamogordo, Ne w Mexico [ 



that one 

j Dalton Ins urance Agency » 1120 New York 



.bo 



#532. 



7C 



Mr. 



further advised that chapter #465 is 



located at Roswell, New Mexico, has an approximate membership 
totaling 10 and that the chapter pleader is Mr 
~~L Roswell , New Mexicoy 



Concerning Albuquerque, New Mexico, Mr. 
advised there is np^specTJTglSH^t'er xn existence in Albuquerque, 



New Mexico but that Mr. 



is a member of the John 



Birch Society with a membership trom the home chapter in 



The John Birch Society 




Massachusetts. According to Mr. 

chapters in the state of New Mexico are working for the stated 
objective of the organization which is M Less Government, More 
Responsibility and a Better World." 

»* 

The Albuquerque Office has received no indication 
of any efforts by subversive elements to take over and use 
the above identified chapters of this society. 

Above being furnished for information pur poses. 



2 - Bureau (RM) 
1 - Albuquerque 
RJW:fd 
(3) 
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 



F B I 
Date: 3AV 61 



Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 



Via 



(Type in plain text or code) 

AIR MAIL 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



.JL. 



TO: 

PROM: 

SUBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, LQS ANGELES (100-59001) 

JOHN^HDEKJH SOCIETY 

Santa Barbara, California 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 

Remy call to the Bureau today. 



c 




SA THOMAS H. THORNTON, Sert&$ Resident Agent, 
Santa Barbara, California, ftdyiaftfl^fRAn at.to cander this mo rning 

that he had been contacted bvl I 

L San ta Barbara, phones ! I * 
Mr. I I advised that he had been contacted by the JOHN 

BIRCH SOCIETY in Santa Barbara, CaOaforaia, and had been 
requested to print 10,000 copies ^oIHfhe poster "What You Can 
Do To Fight Co mmunism " which poster was put out by the 



oipmi 

Director. Mr. | | stated that the poster was an entire 

duplicate of the one put out by the Bureau, however, on the 
last line under the statement "Patriotism Is Everybody ! s Job", 
the Society had requested that it be printed to the effect that 
these posters were being distributed by the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
in Santa Barbara, California. 



Mr. 



advised SA THORNTON that he did not want 



to print this reproduction of the Bureau's poster without 
permission of the Bureau and requested that permission either 
be granted or denied for printing of this poster. 



In accordance with Burea u instru ctions . SA THORNTON 



and tell him that 



as advised that he should contact | 
s^/under no circumstances would permission be given by the Bureau 
it to reprint this poster in the manner as he had been requested 



( 3-^Bureau 



T-Los Angeles 
WMArftmb , r \k 
(4) <»■ 




r Approved: 

o I MAR 22 lSSl ecial Agent in Charge 



Sent 




he 

hlC 



bo 
b7C 



J4 v \VPer 




LA 100-59001 



by the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY. Mr.| |was also to be 

told that the Bureau will interpose a strenuous objection 
should he print these posters. 



SA THORNTON contacted 
at which time 



, and advised him as above 
] stated that ir the Bureau would not give 



be 

b7C 



nermisRiorij he wou Id advise the plant not to print the posters. 

I indicated to SA THORNTON that he was going to abide by 
the decision of the Bureau in regard to the reproduction of 
this poster. 

Any further pertinent developments in this matter , 
of course, will be brought to the Bureau ! s attention. 
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March, 1§, 1961 



Mr, 



Post Office Box 
Bafceraiiald, California 



Dear Mr. 



I have received your letter of March 8, 1961 /and the 
interest which has prompted you to communicate with me on this 
occasion is indeed appreciated. ' V.. 

I can readily understand your deep concern over the 
grave threat posed by communism, ft is my firm belief that a broad 
' knowledge oi the objectives and operations of the communist conspiracy 
is essential if Americans are to effectively resist its influence;. My 
book;' "Masters of Deceit, " was intended to be an eagy-tb-read primer 
on communism for students and other Americans who would tike to 
learn . something about this evil menace. I have always felt that private , 
" citizens, acting taxough their civic, labor, religious, educational and 
similar organizations/ constitute one oi our most elective weapons 
against commuaiam. 

V"""'" " ;• With respect to the organization you mentioned, the , 
FBI, being an investigative agency, does not make evaluations or 
draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organization, 
publication or individual. X hope you will not infer either that we do 
or that we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. ; 

Enclosed are several items setting forth my views on 
^ communism which may be of some assistance to your wife and y 




>M.'.i. ( v3.v'',: 



f:' 



f !"( 
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Sincerely yours, 



% Edgar Hopv.es-. ;'• 

John fidgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures 

The American Legion speech 10-18-60 

3-60 LEB Intro with 17th National Convention CP USA 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target- -Youth 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

Communist Illusion & Democratic Reality 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no identifiable information regarding correspondent. 
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INSURANCE - REAL ESTATE 

1E10 Eighteenth Street 
BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA 

March S, 1961 



Mr. Tolsoa 
Mr. Parsons. 
Mr. Mohr. 
Mr. Belmont... 
Mr. Callahan.., 

Mr. Evans.-. 
Mr. M?!-me„ 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tavd™ 




VIA AIR MAIL 



J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: / 

In the last six months or so, my wife and I have become cognizant 
of the Communist menace and have resolved to do something to fight 
this threat. 

In our long somewhat dormant interest in this situation, we have 
found many other substantial local citizens feeling very much the 
way we do. The results have been a hodge-podge of meetings, dis- 
cussions, showing of films, etc. We have felt the need for a more 
definite organized "track to run on. n 

Recently though one of our close friends we were invited to attend 
a local meeting in which it was suggested a local chapter of the 
JohrPBirch Society might be formed. It was proposed that subject 
material, organization information, etc., be obtained direct from 
a central source. We found as we checked the Society, their leader, 
Mr. Welch has indicated people like Milton and Ike Eisenhower as 
being communistic. This, along with several items of another nature 
made us wonder as to what we should do* 

Quite frankly, we are confused as to how we can help in this Anti- 
Communism fight and we appeal to you for suggestions as to how we 
can best help, and your recommendations aa to the John Birch Society 
and anything else of pertinence. 



Mr. TroUeiv 

Mr. \V.C«Sullivan 
Tele. Uoom_ 
Mr. Ingrani- 
Miss Gandy_ 
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March 17, 1961 



Mr. 



Mount Morris, Michigan 
Dear Mr, 



h6 
hlC 



The kind comments in your letter of March 9, 
1961, and the interest which prompted you to write are appreci- 
ated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. t> - 

r 

Sincerely yours, 
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NOTE: No record was located in Bufiles concerning Mr. 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has said that the Society might 
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NOTE: continued 

take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true sub- 
versives. During the Eisenhower Administration ^elch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 

Enclosures (5) 

Director's Speech of 10-18-60 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

17th National Convention of CP, USA, & 3-60 LEB Intro. 

The Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals 

Cne Nation's Response to Communism 



~2 



Dear Sir: 

For many years I have admired the splendid work of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation* I have read most of your books and 
speeches. I have followed those concerning Communism with special 
interest* I am so interested that I would like to fight against 
Communism to, in the ways that are available to me* Before proceeding 
I would like your advice on a certian matter. 

I know you have most certainly heard of the John Birch 
^S ocie ty . JE have been thinking of joining this group in the near 
future, in the hopes of a well directed fight. 

I have heard many good things about this group. But I have 
also heard some bad. It is almost impossible to sort out the truth 
in situations of this type, and I want to be careful, I don't want to 
do more harm than good. j 

If you could give me your opinion in this matter I would 
be very grateful, as I know I could rely on your judgment • Thank You. / 




Mr. Tolson 
Mr. Parsons 
Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Belmont- 
Mr* Callahan- 
Mr. Qpnrad. 
Mr, 

Mr. JUvans 
Mr. Malono. 
Mr. Rosen, 

Mr. Tavcl 

Mr. Trotter 

Mr. W.C.Sullivan 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Gandy. 
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rch 16, 1961 



Mrs. 



b7C 



Artesia, New Mexico 
Dear Mrs. 



I have received your letter of March 9, 
1961, and I can appreciate the interest which has prompted 
you to communicate with me on this occasion. 

Although I would like to be of assistance to you 
in connection with your inquiry, the FBI, being an investigative 
agency, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you on this occasion, ^ 
and I hope you will not infer either that we do or that we do not 
have data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

I am glad that my book, "Masters of Deceit, " has 
been of assistance to you and your group in your endeavors to 
learn more about the menace of communism. Enclosed are several 
items setting forth my views on this subject which you may like \ , — 
to have. \ 



=15 



■ST 



Sincerely yours, 




J. -char Hoover 



>"J'-"* ^ 



Enclosures (5) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
LEB Intro, March 1960, 17th National Convention, CP USA 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 

r - - i 

Series from "Christianity Today" 
One Nation's Response to Communism y 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of the correspondent. The John 
Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; however, 
Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society might take 
on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true subversives. 
During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized the President 
to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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Arte si ai Hew Mexico 
March 1961 



Mr* J, Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D* C* 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Mr. Tolsoi_ 
Mr. Parsons/ 
Mr. Mohr 



Mr. Belmont__ 
Mr. Callahan,. 
Conrac 




tr, Evans, 
Mr. Malone. 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter^- — 
Mr. W.C.Sullivan 

Tele, Room 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Gandy ■ 



Since reading your most informative book, Masters of Deceit , 
a group of my immediate friends meet weekly to discuss it 
and just what we can do to get more people aware of the 
present threat of the communist conspiracy* 

I have received some literature from The John Birch Society, 
Inc*, Belmont 78, Massachusetts* and have since purchased 
from them and read their Blue Book and The Life of John Birch . 
They seem to "be working toward the stamping out of this 
internal communist threat through small chapters in numerous 
states under the leadership of Robert Welch* 

group and I were on the verge of joining this John Birch 
Society when Time, March 10, 1961, pages 21-22, printed a 
slanted, but nonetheless derogatory, article about the John 
Birch Society and about its "dictatorial" leadership by 
Robert Welch* 

Of course, I can see that this article does nothing but try 
to degrade this organization, but^ I am definitely concerned 
and alarmed at their 'quoted* implications concerning the 
content of Welch's book, The Politician * I have never heard 
of this book. 

Consequently, I would appreciate any information concerning 
the John^irch Society , Inc* that you have available for 
public consumption* 



Thank you* I shall be anxiously awaiting your reply. 

| Sincerely, ^ /fl yy 0 y^ <? % 



be 

b7C 



(Mrs.) 
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Mr, 



Amarillo, Texas 



be 

b7C 



oh 15, 1961 



Dear Mr. 



Your letter of March 6, 1961, with enclosure, has 
been received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is 
an-investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I 
regret that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not 
infer in this connection either that we do or that we do not have 
data in our files relating to the subjects of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is some material dealing with the general - 
subject of communism which may be of interest. o .,- 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Tolson - 
Parsons 
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3-60 LEB Introduction & 17th Convention 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 



— J Commupist Target— Youth 
Belmont Ji^i^ Communist Illusion & Democratic Reality 
1 Series from f 'Christianity Today' f v 
- One Nation's Response To Communism v | 



Callahan 
Conrad =- 
DeLoach 
Evans — 
Moloney 
Rosen 
TaveJ 
Trotter 

W.C£3k*Uvon. 
Tele/ Rc$r. 

Ingram . 

Gandy 
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NOTE: No, record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommumst 
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Mr. 



3-15-61 



NOTE CONTINUED: organization; however, Robert Welch, 
its founder, has stated that the Society might take on the 
appearance of a "front" in order to attract true subversives. 
During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized the 
President to the point of calling him a, dupe of the communists. 
Enclosure was front page of theAmarillo Globe-Times 3-6-61 
issue which carried an article regarding the John Birch Society 
and mentioned the "Great Decisions" discussion series. 

We have had other recent citizens' inquiries concerning 
the Great Decisions meetings affiliated with the Foreign Policy 
Association. This group, with headquarters in New York City, 
is well known to the Bureau, but we have not investigated it. Its 
purpose allegedly is to carry on research to aid an understanding 
of the foreign policies of the United States and to encourage local 
groups to discuss foreign policies. Vera Micheles Dean, born in 
Russia, is allegedly the leading policy-making official of FPA and 
is reportedly pro -Russian and an apologist for the Soviet Union. 
(100-371054 and 62-68549). 
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Amarillo, Texas b7c 
March 6, 1961. 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 

Will you please forward me any literature 
or pamphlets available on combating Communism, what to 
look for, and howjo fight it. 

- — --fTe^enfcJosed a startling article from tonites 
newspaper concerning th l^irch S ociety, and wonder if you 
have any information concerning this society or Robert Welch, 
and the basis for their goals as set forth in their "blue book". 



Also, who's behind this Great Decisions 



group. 



Anything you have available in the way of 
pamphlets or suggestions will be appreciated. 



Sincerely, 



/s/ 



be 

hlC 



Ufa' 



WB-9S (o^L 



■J 



KAR 20 1961 




be 
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"By THOMAS TH0S1PSDM 
■Dd DOS DOtETT 

An Amanita cfbcLnl of lha 
John Birch Society today tailed 
may connection: bttwectt lhit or* 
ganlgaflon und Kb allfctd list 
'af at feast fiv< AmarlHo men 
-accused of being Communlsls 1 or 
leaping' toward ■ coirimuhtstii. . 

Urig. Gen. IfltO "WJIUini'L. 
fJerry* Lee, volunteer cff~brdl- 
fcator for Ihc society, Hd The 
GlnTri-Tlmes Jf sttch * list of il- 
Jegen* fclldtf travelers does cx- 
fsl, It Ji not, a pnodtlel if iHr 
John Birch Society. u Aud as 



far ni 1 fcnbw hone ot our peo- 
pie and aejlhlncto doTfllh 
he added; 

"At fitr nil I knoi^ there are 
hp CommunEtb la Amflrill?/' 
ihjL retired commjrader ft t Am^ 
arllfe AJr Force Has* said, 
though J>e dfd add Hint some 
people In farina ^ ay be iin* 
bnou-lngij- oscfl as dupes of 
communism* 

The rumored list Includes the 
nnmes o[ too niintiftrS! a can- 
didate tor the City C&mmtsslon, 
An attorney and a Cliy o[ Am* 
trilloVdcpNrlTnrat hettL Gome of 



flCMP PROJECTS SET 

Bids Sought 
On Overpass 

Bid* -ttere called Saturday by ( Eventually, lha hlshway be-; 
Ihf Texas HlfiJiiHrar J)cparUriOhLikcen Atnarillo and Pumas will 
< on 1*6 projects Of imporUn» lo^ of roar-Jane divided, 

-the Itftfsrlho area, 'including Uie t Jt . ' ^ i 

Taylor in the cjcpraiwa/ diaper, J£ : Pf^ J ;™ ? n T,h£ 
U >ilem through domdrW* 56 ™ "* :»*o Wc. h *! 



Amarillo, 

He bids cti a total ot 79.U .miles 
.of jaAd nnrj highway Improve- 
JjwnLj will be opened dnd con> 
track aiyarded March 17-15, 

The overpass work tadudcx cor> 
tlructloii ot r lho structure over 



way work called for In Uit bidsj 
which *rt citiriialiHi lo folil $33.8, 
tiultioui ♦ | 

Other Panhandls projects ir>j 
dude: T 

CASTttp-tLS* MS front Twos 
3fl in DliumiU to nbrthroounty 



Simmon oi r ino structure over rl(|Ml ,j * " T " ™f 

Fort Worth & Denver acid f^^L™!: „ 

IslabA tracks ^nd bulldlnfi I^ 1 ^ »™ BAILEY Farm f 
proa'clici nn J (ronlage jo3da H Thci*"^ Arid ™- Su S fln to M; 
o^erijasi fs mi* of tiTo )o be eon-j aj ™ ^ ™ of aallejboro, 
itruclftl in I he rapresswav ay*-™* ,& Circletaclc 21 mpes. re- 
tern. The oUitr 5 pan m ih<aM ana su^^cet 
Xorth and&wlh Pierce. i JLUtt>EMAK — TcKas and 
The oUter project of AmarillD lFarm ^ ?!™h t& Kcd Hivcr! 
area i Jnlereat iflvolv^j ciLcndlhtfi 11 ^ 283 » n U; 
Uie r&urJarit T dlvidbd porilnn ol^" -l!x««n£«wJ surfaeLij. ■ 
U. S.4rtghways 6725/ ioulh from; GftAY— Ranch W2I Caspar Lo- 
.03 milts -north ofUie Moore Coyn*f*rer 6 mllei crading and Eur- 
ty 11m jo 7.1 mJlts awlh d ihc'^*^^ J 
"iw InlQ-FoMer Ctrtjnfy. Tho mod^, TTie Casfro and Folter bHs 6ave[ 
Isatlori of lh& highway h M nl- bcen called for March 17, wilh 
dy been completed from Du-;bids m thd lambJBajlcy*Harda- 
i ^lh to Ihtf point .W mnes man. Gray arid ^ottct-Moore- 
Ih of Utc Aloore County line/psojecU oh Mnrch 1*. v 



Uie men bh i\ic list say Iney 
have been lold that such a Ust 
tiftfs and that thtEr unmu ore 
«n It> though none nave sect) 
It. 

Gen. L« blamed the turner 
vn jiflsslWc Communist fnetles, 
'*Tli^ Communist* wo&ld HVt 
uothJnj^ Iwiler than Jor ifs lo 
he dh'ideft r ond Jfghttuc^ jiuiDnc; 
tufS(l T e(/' Jfe wiid* 
jTlte mmored list climaxes 
Several weeks o[ idglness ba}\t 
tip hert by cln&hes betntni 
hTo^ii Eircli niemlieV? utij oft- 
en vho consider the society Js 
too extreme in lis method of 
ItghlLitg coinmtttijjjffl, A fctf 
crises Tifivc linlJt up-Iu Antarll' 
lo cnufches over ibc issue* 'ahU 
some minister* Jear serious 
nrlll develop in 'Ihtir 
churches 

Geo. Let say* frJcflon In Ihe 
ehurches I* reused 6y Ihe hild- 
teim defending the NatEcmat 
Ccancli Churches i*hlch lie 

"Ti^c iisv^ (J«uj»icTitcd proof 
iliat Ihe National Ceiihell Tins 
been InttJlrated by Conintu- 
jilslSr" he *nhl. ,H nnd some nl 
Itwse ministers just won't JMen 
to us, 

,< Uhltl ve tan convince tliem 
uint Pi a- NrfUoinJ CouhcU^ hat 
Jflinir Contihuattl fcJlowCifl Irt'It 
thorr is folti^ to be sonic ftl<> 
|foH T " Tie added. 

Tb» retired itcjicral snld that 
not Jonff i£o ho JtaJ been ac- 
cused of cat] tag a minister 
here n Cotmnufllsb lie said 
tbrf this If s lake .accusation. 

"Frcachcn don't become 
CommtinTsts; CommunlsL: be- 
come pre acherp," 5c said. 

ire Trent on to. say that sin* 
filiap but promJtient. Jocal peo* 
pie cHild be ihi hanillworh of 
"fellow JravcJcrS. Ttlat> « 
primp tochnfqu? of flic Cotnmu- 
nlsii.'* 

The John "Birch Society U n 
ha^QHiirlile ci^aulzatlon dedl^ 
rated in infill the sprend of 
comniuntem* It vas started in 
1A5S by a Hostou. tandy inaVor, 
rtobert TTclcBj nrho.is tlie self* 
appointed head al-(he P^uLra- 
bohd Ibtetpntlonal bendncinrtcrs 
of tfie society are. at Bolmoni, 
^laiT. 

TJtc flrat rT^pter vroa or- 
tfabked here last Aupist iiy 
Lee, i/Oho had been a member 
of the home chapter at' Del* 
Jnont. Since his rttfreincnt 



workings ot their otto tfOvern- 




Jrojti the Air ^Qrc* dth, Jite 
ba s dcdEcaled hi* life io fhc mcnl. 
IlffKl against communism and X ^ 

has selected the Johii BbxH So-f 0 f wtillflg iellers io edl- 
clety as-Ws pdmary Chicle in| as well as to coligrcss- 

that ilsbti I -jj[± A jail senators eoncemln^ 

7<ec esilmatea Uiere at* no*\ national issuei. One jtoal ot ilio 



some 1& cbaplcrs In Ariiarillo, 
each iirltb irom 13 fo 5* Jnem- 
bers. Many other chnpters are 
tocaled In other Panhandle and 
South Flahis cl^es And he 
ures Iherf art a* man; as CO 
f;hnpL*rf In Itousioii^nlQRf. 



sbefety as set forth ]n ILs "EJuc 
Book 1 * U the impeaenmeni of 
Chief Jitstict Earl Watfch, a 
point rele^ed <o In many let- 
ters fo. Iho editor here. ^ 
V_^rcmbcrs of Iht Birch Sncfety 
were injlrumcnf al f ti -i£k\ti j the 



Lee fi ny 5 the tmJri c?Alo of 1/Aiitarillo City Oonim(fi!ilah ie, 
the organlratlan Is "les> jfor- f centlj- to ban a " Great Pee l-- 
cthhicht, nib^c Individual Te^j slons" discussion jterie g 
Eponsfbllity and a befter flrWli'* l~E 



In contacts wllh tfic lHhtle>fl Mcmoriai Llbritry. 
he snltJ, Ihe menthcrs spe£c 6n- 1( - Cltliiij a booklet propared by 
ty hs IndlvliJuatl 9nd Jever an American Legion Post In Af- 
sljjn their rianie In ietttn t is laata, Gs. f the opponents. ot the 
mcmofrs of iht John Blrfi So- program conlcniJed Jt wa s lelt- 
tlety, Member^ of^the chaliters lst-lnsplrcd< 
band totfcltar fo studyt the The. dlscufiton series is spoti* 
spread of eommonlsm and the sored in a number of U* S. 



piddle UbrflHffi by the 42-yrn 
old ForcJjm Policy A^soclatlr 
an Tdiicaffoitai iit^tEluEionL s 
uoried by foundation grants 
dlvlduali and subscriptions, ackl 
dabriiat; endorsements of Proi* 
ident Kejiricdy^ Jornier Prf^li 
denlj, Elsenhower and Trum*aF 
former Vice Prcslrtcnt ItlchaW 
^bfoa and all romibr American 
presldentft lb lToodrow ^UsonA 
Th* city cammlssldh refnsctf. 
to bar the discission serlrj( 
■ Iroiti the librW; 

<I*e said most of the BircjT 
Society members arc Uebp^ 
who have orjj jtccntly bceoine^ 
aware itf the 1 spread, of. com* 
munUim ailH rthtst be , educated; 
to the -|aa ^ 
The society also has. Iosierct% 
a Jar^e puinbcr o£ splinter* 
groups' here, which pbsstbdr ia * 
elude even more meisberif. Mosft 
6i these croups vcre stnrfed| 
artcrsome people amended Jotiat 



Birch Sotlely meeting, but felt 
the authOrltnriftri type organic 
talEon wm pot the answer- 
Many ff f;tr!e«,Brotips nr* now 
conducting their own study 
conmi* lor Infcrtriattve por* 
^oks< but art not lied nnj 
fattiMl organtKition. 

The huJPt of JJfreh So- 
ciety membership here is com- 
posed ut doctors, denllsU* In- 
sur^nce bien and realtors^ 
thooVh by all mean s not all in 
these professions and- hiislucsffcs 
subset to the movemtut.-Fcw' 
If firtj attorneys arc memocrs* 
tee ipta'ds mosl of bis- Itint 
fttlikfiijf speeches ajfabrtt com- 
munism and *horHii£ Hie John 
Blrcli SOclcly - information flbn. 
51iTs illrii Is. a speech by Bobett 
Welch which elves Ihe back- 
ground of fhe otffinbatlon* alontf 
tiUh k t]annj&e history oq the 
Jprtnd of cbmmnnlsni over IflC 
(See BUiCH-^afie 2) 




1VIU1AM LEE 




Sudanese 
Troops 
Slain 



Congo, Slarch 6 fAP) 
Weary IJX troops 
down their inns, and \ 
drew from the toy Ctpgo 
[)ort erf Slatadi after 
tours of htltcr street t\ r 
ihg with Gung&lcsc soIdlcrSj 
a U.N, spokesman rujJoflrid 
today. t 

' ^ftmrtftpTTOTffnlrtHTOtn 
' e C^^JCM ^xwraitient 1 T ttt 




1 he 



aid 
itfc 



TUuxl 
Edition 




3Mh Ytar* 2Vo- 3 10 Ccn£c ■ SO I'agcs AtTtnrillo^ tcx* y Monday, March 1961 



Peace Corps fe>r 




United Nntlons Js empowtrtw7&[ 
use lore* ha a Ja$t resort, the 
tjiolrcsmati tajd. ( f 

Ttto^ Sudanese V.N. soldiers — 
of ihc 330-man garrison — arc 
known to have been tilled itt the 
battle, whJeh raped throughout 
Saturday and until noon Sunday, 
thirteen other Sudanese were 
wounded and 12 slil* are raiding. ' 

A Canadian signal captaliiaJso 



i-tih^Tniii Stall Pfiot* 



WASHIKGTON fAP>-Fresid£nttwas Revised Sunday* 
Keflntdy' says' fhc Peace Corps ' * * "" 

ha has proposed may serve on the 
home tront as w>:ll as abroad. _ 
"One of the matters which we 



Overseas reaction to lhS jfi&i 
corps idea varied, Li many>& 
gions with low living 'slAmJarfai 
there was pleasure at (he Frc53> 




are now studying." Kennedy sald;ident's proposal. 

how we coutd use Americans] ATrs< Roosevelt suggested — 
who desire to servo in our owning ^ discussion that some corte 
caunlrj'-slum areas, in cducatcOD, members might wort in t& 



retraining and ail the rest. 

"We are now attempting to see 
how we can use this reservoir of; 
talent ana -desire here in our own 
country as welt as abroad." 

The Presidents comments Were 
recorded at the White House dur- 
ing a television discussion with 
Eleanor Roosevelt* The program 



Slightly Waterlogged [ 

°m h M rJ ?/ c Rfl ^ 102 hQurs > 37 Ante's and 40 seconds Is Bill HIcFarland, %J 
* D »I n/ hf S?iS C 5 « 1* ^ a wldftrtordfor remaining submerged. In! been fhrewnTrcunT^ tiilSfdte vil. 

spisc or his wasTtcrtout appearance, McFarland wns In g<md condition ulien Jiis n ™^ 

marathon tmdcrwnter stay ended Sunday at 10:55. p.m. {See Page 15). 



Midwest Mit 



By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS Wlino^end India™ , but 
A rash of tornadoes static edjlnjurfcs wore reported, 

IH A- LTTfI 1 1 IA.F9- IaJa-. .! flu. x__J ..d _ _ _ . 



$5 PRIZE 



into parts of the MEdwest today One twister cut ; 



wb<damflge -at JerteyvJIlc. 

. ., I Hij;h winds smashed l v»i h n WC - . t - 

deslnietivejscrviee station In Effingham, Ul lt |Sii<f™esp garrison. 



is missing and the U.N. ipjket 
man said there are grave fears 
lor his safety. 

MaEadi is iho Congo's principal 
supply port and without control 
there, the U.N* supply operation 
could be gravely endangered. 

Trouble blew up In the hillside 
town CO unties up the Congo River 
when Congolese units erected 
road bJ'/Cks to impede the'movs- 
merit of U$t<. personnel Twohelfr 
copters also were sciied as they 
touched down at nearby Foma, 
That was on Friday. 

* # * 

N T ext day. the Congolese: tried 
dislodge an n-man suard ol 
" Sudanese troops which had 
thrown around a hillside vil- 
la used as a communications cen- 
ter hy a Canadian signal unit. 

The Congolese opened up with 
37mnj. anEiEnnfc gtms, kitting n 

Sudanese and wrecking the post. > ... ^ . „ rntfm ««« 

A Canadian captain who went i^s. Wanda GaEe Hifem SMI 
out to parley with the attacking**^*", had a real tar baby on 
Congolese was not seen again, her hands Thursday afternoon 
Vastly outnumbered and with her small daughter became 
their ammunition running tow, thesnwared with the sEEcxy stuff* 
Canadian signal post a nd y its Doctor and firemen ceuWt suc- 
Sudancsc guards surrtiMjcrcdiceed at the cleanup jobs. Mr£. 
Saturday evening. AViEson ^i]l receive a chceJ: Jar 
Elsewhere Jn the town, fight- as ftrst place award in the 
ing want on until noon Sunday, wcekjy newstip contest conducted 
More than i H &» Congolese'by the Clobc-News Publrshing Co. 
troops, armed with machine jiiuis. ^ G V, A&eraathy. J<S3 
fmtfar* ana flntjtoni; art Ttery^Wi -^^.^a „^ L ,^i 



(pressed areas in the 



Newstip on 
Tar Baby 
Is Winner 



r ;mor^ar^ ,aijd .Antitank arti^ry^.^ weciwrf an unastti dime 

5 f liiRh Mrtnds smashed a «riCKte^*K H ^ n £ij^ a,n « lhc ^'lin change last week. The colni 



'Thai's rinht" Kennedy 



;it/SargcRL Shriver, the Prcst: 



ai part o^ , ihe^^ trafningn for over* 
seas service was -being discussed. 

Other corps, officials said no de- 
cision had been made on the sug- 



pointed director of the Feacc 
Corps Saturday. flTso appeared on 



^r:. - , T"":,t:T" " ,geslion t Ofit o£ many bcinj con* 

dctolk- hrother-in law who was ap- 



ShriVcr'said he wanted every 



K?W S SKSSWw ^o desires to serve In 
St I CS pS™ SrM P ment ! ^^ to have a chance to vol. 
als v to na%e Peace uirps mem » - r V,„ hr j,* h« «frf 



1 ' imcn and woraon in service around 
*rr^r*^^ Ithc world by the end of the year. 

ii Mrs. Roosevelt called the re- 
flspotise to the Peace Corps idea 
^pnenomenah 

Kennedy said the response was 
overwhelming. He added. "I I hint; 
that we have really thousands 
and hundreds of thousands oE pea- 
iple* in this country who want a 
■ [chance to be of service to the 
V„Vooy n i r y and to the causes with 
{See PEACE CORPS— Page 21 





nurock 



Liz Taylor 
Gravely III 

LONDON, March 6«W-EEizabeih 
Taylor, gravely Ell wtth pneu- 
monia, has devoloped anemia and 
is being given blood transfusion?, 
hec doctors reported tonight* 
f Dr. Carl Hcinj Goldman, one of 
the actress 1 six - man medical 
team, said; 

"We are a iiille worried jfcout 
her today. Her blood is not very 
good. She is becoming anemEc and 
we are giving her blood trans- 



Goldman said in an interview 
.the 55-year - old star is "stili 
! gravely ill-" 

i U c declined to elaborate further 



damage. ^ {buildups. 

ttam. snoiv ond fog plagued A woman resident of 3>LEtch- 
widcspread areas of the mtdconiE- Hold haiirfng, proiect was cut by 

t ^,^ , * £iass ^"^ a man sneered 

A small tomado spun Into arises Mien the traitor home 
rural community near Stjmton.lwas hurled 50 f^Xati* t£ 
Tcnn.,tt3lhogan^monlh^3dchtEdialr ™ugn the 

nnd two adults, All Aicre Ncgroesj , A . t -!* ...^ 

Their houses were badly dam-' A ^mado caused heavy wind 
aged. 

Another tornado hit In KoJiomo, 
Ind + flfaymc translicld, €9, was 
tilled when the winds demolished 
a transportation truclr terminal 
and sent a motor untt crashing 
Into htr house. 

Another Indiana storm toppled 
eleht bfc smokestacks at Austin, 
in the southern part of the state. 
^ A haTf dtrao^n persons wero In- 
jured In tne Indiana storms, re* 
quiring hospital treatment, 



!,|n 0 ^ i, ■ ,FrJr , fiSiS husband reported the find and wfli 
j The w nds caused ^iaespread'^vy ^^^^^^^rSSik for & as *™d 



and utility Hncs^ 
The twisters worn .(he second to 
it Illinois in less than two" days. 
A Eornado rippeif Into Chicago's 
South Side iate Saturday killing 
fSec MIDWEST— Page 3) 



Wlfll jr^f ., stockholders' in the First National 

Africa. The vessels rare dircctedfP r]ze ' ... 'Bank Building Annex today. The 
Eo sail back to the Cbngb area r ) j Many calls were received in the c | K tEon ol Everett H h Pis!ey>6f 
(Canadian army officials in OWnewsroom concemuig the eclipse^j'ttstnirgh. Pa., and Virgil P. 
-* " ■ iL - — j ■ 



L varsity. HEs long banking career; Uf . w| |. ^ issued a r a r, ™ est 

elected at the annual meetinc; ^includes seven years as ^aUonajr^ mSie^^^^ 



tSfie COS'GC^-Page Z> , !of the moon Thursday morning.; Paltcr3Dn of Amariito Ihcreasfatbank in He is also a dIrector£^ 5ti * nWfA - 

■hut Lhr- ftriif^il rame from Hu£hi«i.^ i ~j t - % '„r t „j . ^^v^ -r <S»* J ^ ltl » [Jli 



*Bellringei^ H 



. but the first call came from Hugh* trt jMa ^ ^ ^ members, 
HForee. JSOl Beverley. He iS ( , .. . 

' w*rA*A iKnt M H. * Shamrock directors rc 

Ethe 



bank examiner and a period as fI d _ ^ * tufe ioserted 
vice president of the American^ ne / thrM t to a3d 
Waltonal Bank of Austin. He wa^Earl^r reports said.she had dis- 
elected prescdent of the Amarmo^^^ some impr0v ,, mcnt ^ [cr 



a 0lheSS|wyli^ during 1 ^ r 
week were Billy &mpson H ^ J ^ l £i^JE^, fa J!£r J 



, loathe- bank and a member of the* 
elected F^rd of the Emcrfllct CorporalEon^ 

" THE WEATHER 

'ft Ci^JC 3l- 

3510 Mn - Balph S r Euler T James Aj'tofrs and a strong Ejooster ^'^CtAik^iXo^^S 4 
T^m'morts -Lvles, H. Morrison, and Ross-Boys Ranch h serving as a direc-.flH& vtcwtiri EST & 

_ „ .J SS Ucla^- ^ V|<^ *hat organisation, He Is anjg" Jj* ■ 

rjoor-lo-door sal [citation lor .Thompson atOO Watnul: Mrs, Holh'new direcEors arc banteri^vld basebalE fan. ^\JS n ^ 1 rt nrf"*/ fli 

funds to support the fight agaiikstf Jajnt J Sh5 w W. 3rd* Ktm^iKlfiy beEng senEor vice prcsl^ P«lejr was bom in Allendale, ^Xr. M J 

mental ilEnessiviil begin at Spm^ne^ tm Mustang; llrs dent of the tfello NatronaL BanlliltL and graduated from the Uni--,^'' Wini 



Maroll Tonight S^.Victoria: Larry Carroll, 
iriUICU itJUigiit g^p. Mrs Jeanne 

lOE-B St. Francis; Hiss Uela N 



Small tornadoes hit in southern 




lioday as J^M volunteers partici- w D Dan[eI AtI&[iQ; Mri and Company oi Pittsburgh^™sity of Oregon in From j Hlfl h ffi », 
pa 4i ]n ^ B flrtBgwi Jiawh.' Jj 190& Washington; and Patterson being presEdeht oJ^ ^ ^ ^ senvd as resEdent!^ ^ ^ 

The thrce-houE march wiU hc^ Irs Jam ^ E Anderson, «19 the First Nafjonal Bank of Amai^aaager in the bank relations % 

. The enUre membershTp of the was strEcken when she was ^ven^riHo* 1 s^^t^To^^rSn tS i* PJains - pau1 ^ In - t . .Partment of General Motors f Afr^f*"** ~ 

VariiEo Poiice Depaftme^s year^Id and had another ^dlwj^ wU,& ^ V ^ ia Mo <*- ^ P ^ rMn & a ° aUvc Tcjc ?' PCl^r « 

1 Gass Training Di^sEon, to- In ;954, disnS s en ?r I'^™- A P L Ia9 - ^ in ^ it>rT attd a 1528 g™d*|bur*h. H= was associated 

day volun^red to ^ate Wood Students of the police school SfbVsymbol of a rc/bcS 1 

7or Mrs. Mne JMareum who js to volunteering Included John _a' w 3 in 1933 of shackles former^ 



IttS'/Kl 

KithL" 




TJCJjn Sl?! 1 ^ 0 0peil hcart EU f gcry En Bacon Lewis A T Severs, Ralph ^ & bind mental patlcnEi 

J tl/lU milts. 1 ^- Helstad, Lance 0. Brew* Am&rJHo's goat is SI5,C00, 

Sfivx- Ad ^ 1[ ° n at the 24 ^i 110 £T- ^ommy H, Cannon, Michael- national fioa] Js $10 millEon, Dw- 

cfuja. -»st of donors has assured Mrs. E t Cullen, Fredrick K Ferguson HJ jn£ the first 10 months of IKO 
You (out ci_ Marcum of sufficient ijood for Richard A* Garratt. Benjamin L t ;iherc were V3 persons comtisStted 
Utt to « Hni tho operation to be performed in HoltEngswor !h. James D, Itubbard. fo the State Hospital in Wichita 
preked ctfldU Dallas, Other volunteers -mlufi Hie Gerald D. Jactison. Burl R John-Falls through the Potter County 
<Iai* — « y 0 u total to 46 available for tfonalionsJson. James Jtf. Layman t Richard 'Court. 

flcr ^ do »ht N The heart surgery will repair IX Mathis. KEehard VT. Meador, Heactinj the Amaritlo jnarch ^ nt n ( iS fiU uwim 
pfctino. heart valves damaced «i a result Lee A^ Mitchell, Jome s S. Mond- arc chairman Mrs. Diet CItncJ * „ A ,\. rt Avm M Bw 

or Airs, Mnrcum's bout. with two loch, Laurence nuisell, Fran^ Mrs. P. R, KEcoL-s and Fenlonj * flAm<> ANI> TV l0 ^ s ™ ? a *e 

ciscs of rheumatic fc^-er. She first tScc-POUCl! CLASS— Pa-e 3) JFan^iL J * J^LSTRfAL development of city studied-Tag* 



Recommended Sheading 

* JOE OUTLOOK draws divided reaetlatt-page 3, 

* .LINCOLN" 1IAD no appeasement for South— Page 10. 

* MICHELANGELO In demand by fc!nss-Pa£e 15, 

* POI1EIJOM MARKS Itfe on Guantnnamo-Pagc 17* 

* OHIO STATE MAY he rEj>e for an upsct-ragt W + 

* WHAT IS EDUCATION EdEtorlnl on Page 22. 



BarnfcH pan 2i 
MOftTMWESr 

ithe Union Truit Company of Pitts- uvt& iwforiirtr GtfAPpy 
hurgh from 1936 untiMWS. whcij^ra? .r^ n ,„ e(H( „ 

he became vice president of EnCiirjflt wsrmw «n a *ti<m* far a riw 
'Mellon ttatlonaljank and Trust;^^^-^ r ^ 
JCompany. He became its scmor ^ay 54 mwFn r* ?j Km^r. u** 
1] vice prestdent in I960 i"'$r¥hM hevV Sco. cm^ 

Puctcy is a dtrector of the Glcnnmers t^^tn r«jor owt taftW wh 
r Martin Company aad nas 0 frw ^^bfj i*w*r ti«oN™. flviv 
fheen 3 director of [Jie Pittsbtirgh^^* 'w* oii«m«K*. rotHigr e»rijv 
chapter of the American Rca«.n ^ i^hi 
fCross since He Is a member *we-D*r /SVSiJIj^ hlw 9 ^?^ 1 
to" the Association of Reserve City cwrni pq^ or w?hip n *. 
gsankers. Phi Dflta Theta, nnd ^ <»Jf '«* *' ^ t' M '» f 
Jlho ClT>5tIaa Chuvch. sukseti*:*?* JUKn^se y-vr 
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March 15, 1961 



Tolson 
Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Belmont _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach- 

Evans 

Mai one 

Rosen 

Tavel 




Santa Monica, California 
Dear Mr. 



b6 
b7C 



VP 



Your letter postmarked March G, 1961, has 
been received, and the interest which prompted you to write 
is appreciated. 

/Ithough I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. ( 



V 



Sincerely yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Y 



i' 

t 



Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan 

Tele. Room [ 

Ingram 



Enclosures (6) 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 
Communist Party, USA 

Director's Speech of 10-18-60 f\,.» 
The Communists Are After Our Minds /? j j j ' 
Expose of Soviet Espionage sj^KAS 
One Nation's Response to Communism 



■ft 



see NOTS-next page ,— , 
JMM:lcl* (3) 



I 



0 s 



Letter to Mr. 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with| 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, 7/elch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 

Bufiles reflect that Stanley Mosk has been associated with five 
organizations cited by the Attorney General. "I Saw Poland Betrayed" 
is a book written by Bliss Lane, the former Ambassador to Poland 
from 1944 to 1947, The Bureau has not reviewed this book. "Russia 1 s 
Race for Asia" is a book which the Bureau has obtained copies of, 
although we have not reviewed it. The "National Guardian" is the subject 
of a current Bureau security investigation. It is described in the "Guide 
to Subversive Organizations and Publications" as being a propaganda 
organ of Soviet Russia. 

As reference to "Masters of Deceit" was only in passing, material 
is not being sent under separate cover. 



~2 - 



SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA 



b6 
b7C 



Mr* J* Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 



March 4, 





Dear Mr* Hoover: 

Mr. W.C.Sullivan 

Weare urgently in need of good advice • Like] Rooi] 
many patriotic Americans these days, my wi;d^?aM r 
I are confused. a^^ai 



Coni*ad.._y^ 



Mr. Callahan. 

_ 9/: 

3Vtr. Evans„_ 
Mr. Malone_ 
Mr. Rosen 



Mr. Tavel_ 
Mr. Trotter- 




For many years we have been aware of the true 
nature of the international communist conspiracy^ 
During the 1930's I read some of the socialist 
and communist classics, consequently I thought i1 
was a mistake in f 33 when our nation recognized 
the Soviet* In recent years we have been in- 
creasingly more alarmed , as a result of our own 
Government aiding and abetting the spread of the 
11 cancer % close to our own shores in Ouba» 



30 



Consequently, when recently we first heard of the 
John Birch Society and it's program, we became 
very interested, read all the literature, saw the 
films, and decided to start a local chapter made ' 
up of fifteen or so of our more conservative 
friends and neighbors. All of us ar§ loyal, pat- 
riotic, Christian Americans who desire nothing 
more than the destruction of tyr^anny and despot- ^ ** 
ism, from whatever direction, and a rebirth and " 
reeducation to the basic old American precepts 
and principles. Q*pS 

JohfJ O 

Lately^elBl^ch^pjcie^ has been undergoing a 
violent smear attack from much of the press in 
Southern California, with even some of the alleged 
conservative papers joining the act. As a result 
of all this pressure and criticism some of our 



or 



0/- 



crxtxcism some of our * 




SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA 



ho 
b7C 



members are now wavering and are beginning to 
wonder if maybe they have been duped into join- 
ing a questionable organization • The writer 
doesn 1 t feel this way, but after much of the 
publicity given to Welches remarks about our 
former President, you can see the cause for 
concern. When our esteemed,A«D.A* , California 
attorney general, Stanley Mosk, says that the 
Birch Society is subversive, I am naturally in- 
clined to think the opposite* 

Next on my reading list is "Masters of Deceit V I 
have just finished "I Saw Poland Betrayed" and 
"Russia's Race for Asia". We subscribe to " Human 
Events", " The Dan Smoot Report", and "National 
Review"* To keep abreast of the party line we 
subscribe to "National Guardian" , and hack in 
the f 40s we subscribed to "The Daily Worker" for 
the same reasons* 

We love our country, wish to conserve it, and 
will fight bitterly anyone trying to subvert or 
destroy it* Please tell us, Mr* Hoover, are we 
on the right track in joining The Birch Society? 



Sincerely 



b6 
b7C 



Tclson „ 
Parsons . 

Mohc 

Belmont . 



Callahan . 



Conrad — 
DeLoach_ 
Evans 



Malcne - 
Rosen — 
Tavel _ 
Trotter _ 



W.C. Sullivan . 
Tele. Hooki _ 



# 



6 



77? 



March 16, 1961 



Mrs. 



be 

hlC 



west Palm Beach, Florida 



Your letter of March 7, 1961, has been received* 

Although I would like to be of service, the functions 
and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal investigative agency do 
not extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. 
I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer 
in this connection either that we do or that we do not have data in 
our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. In view of your 
interest, I am enclosing material on the subject of comi&unism 
available for general distribution by the FBI, 

I want you to know that your kind expression of y- '7 
confidence in the work being done by the FBI is deeply appreciated* §s 
In this connection, I thought you might also like to know that there- c£ 
is no truth to the rumor that I am thinking of retiring. My only 
desire is to continue in my present capacity as long as I can be of 
service to our Nation. 



4T 



v 



Sincerely yours, 



Enclosures (7) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
3-60 LEB Intro and 17th National Convention] 
How to Beat Communism /U 
Communist Target — Youth ^JS&Z? rj , - 



M4f 



1 NOTE 



Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 

U □ TELETYPE UIIIT □ DCLl jmS (3) 



Expose of Sovieir Espionage 
Communist Illusion and 

Democratic Reality 
Series from Christianity 
Today 



W# Palm Beach, Pla» 
March 7, 1961 



J# Edgar Hoover 
Bureau of P.B.I 
Washington, D# d 

Dear Sir; 



CD 



Kindly inform me if the John Birch Society 
is a communist organization/~TT^ve^^ 
of the literature that they send out and am in 
doubt as to whether to believe it or not # 

I trust you will continue to head the FBI 
as long as you possibly can do so» 



Yours sincerely, 




he 

hlC 





...jr. I 

Big Timber, ^luntana bT 



Your letter of r^arch 7, 1061, iia3 fcteen 
received, and the interest which prorated ycu to v;Tite is 
appreciated. 

Although I would UHe to be of service, the TBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, docs not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or ^. 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and nape that . iS" 
you will not infer in this connection either that v/e do or that . . : 
wo do not Jiave data in our files relating to the subject oZ your J 

Unclosed is some literature dealing ^7ith the 7 =z 
general subject of conmuaism v/hich raay he of interest* r . 



Sincerely yours, . /'*/'' 

I /f John Edgar ifoaver , 
Y .Director ^ • < 



Pa irons . 
Mobt 



zpEz, Enclosures <3) 



en**, _: V/hat You Can Do To Fi^ht Communism > 



Conrad , 



p. Lm . a Communist Target^ Youth 

!.*<slons 



One Nation's Response to Communism 



Nation's iiesp 

^ — jg o 6 *JAfi 2 4 jgg J ■ ; . j <SEB NOTS NSXT * AG£) 

Iiujro" — ■ — j 3 - 




# # 



NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a ,T front M in order to attract true 
subversives* During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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TRUE COPY 



Big Timber, Mont. 
March 7, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

Please send me any information you may 
have on the JohnTBirch Society Incorporated 



Sincerely, 



/a/ 



Box 777 



Big Timber 
Montana 



be 

b7C 
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t * 




March 16, 1961 



Mr. I 

Amarillo, Te:ii 
Dear Mr. 



be 

b7C 



n«,i t * Your letter of March 9, 1961, has been received, 

ana I do appreciate the concern which prompted your inquiry. 

The f HE as an investigative agency of the Federal 
Government does not furnish evaluations or comments regarding 
the character or integrity of any individual, publication or 
organization. I regret I am unable to be of assistance to you 
with respect to the organisation you mentioned, and I hope that 
you will not infer either that we do or that we do not have data 
in our files relating to the subject of your letter. 

& vi ew of your interest, I am enclosing several 
items which you may like to read. - 



Sincerely yours, 



\ 



D3 £ 



* it- 




John Edgar Hoover 
L . : I Director 

Enclosures (4) — ^ — 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
17th Nat*,i Convention CB J3S-A r> , 

Series from Christianity Today (<; 
Cne Nation' ti Response To Communism I! 
gOT£: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent 
™ Birch Society was formed in Belmont, Massachusetts by 
Robert Jelch and is allegedly anticommunist in nature. The Bureau 

JWO'Brle-, (3) 

MAIL P.30.MLU 7*Li:TYPE KZT L_J 



bo 
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BOX | 
AM AR I LLO , TEXAS 



ohr_JL_ 



r. Belmont. 

JLst^ / ~~/ \ Efcy Conrad 
EI: 



March 9, 19 61^- McImml. 



Dear Mr* Hoover: 



(9 



The John Birch Society is becoming quite active ir j^5ft^^T 
our area and I feel confident that you and your organization 
are well acquainted with its activities, I have been invited 
to join it and have listened to and viewed a speech on film 
by the founder and self appointed leader, Mr. Robert Welch. 

The purpose of this letter is to inquire of you in 
regards to the background, sincerity and capabilities in the 
capacity he assumes, of Mr* Welch and as to your opinion of 
the activities of this society. 

Mnst Siimerftlv vours 



Jo 6 
b7C 






KECri 



'Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal -Bureau - of Investigation 
Washington, D. C # 



1B MMk 20 1961 



0^ 



<2 



v ' March 17, 1931 



Bozeman, Montana tic ^^vo -^c^NC^V 

Dear Mr. 



Your letter postmarked March 10, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does 
not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret 
that I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our files 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is some material dealing with the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, \ j? 



v 



Enclosures (5) 

17th National Convention & 3-60 LEB Intro. n 0 ] 
# Directors speech of 10-18-60 { Lp*% , ' 

Expose of Soviet Espionage , * 
Communist Target — Youth -V * m tj 7 

One Nations Response To Communism " 1 h^X^i 

NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. The Manion Forum is a network radio program 
which could be considered controversial in that a variety of speakers 
Qve pres ented . Clarence E. Manion is former Dean of Law at 
^MOSt^Jf^^ r— ! (See next page. ) , 

"fiMOnli 1 * ! TELETYPE UNIT I yi ' 

.a^RWEipjh (3) . : , , ;> 
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Mr. 



be 

hlC 



NOTE continued: 

Norte Dame University, and we have had some cordial correspondence 
with him. 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the 
Society might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract 
true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch 
criticized the president to the point of calling him a dupe of the 
communists. 



- 2 - 



March 8, 1961 



J . Edgar Hoover 
Director of Federal Bureau 
of Investigation 
Y/ashington, D.C. 



Dear Sir: 

Can you set aright a confused AMERICAK? 

so. 



I hope 



On March 5, 1961 I hearcUthe Manion Forum on which 
it was reported that the £ohg^5xs|l^9^AS^ w ^s perhaps 
the best anti- communist organi zaCIon*" in this countryi. 

Prior to the above mentioned date I also heard JQan „ 
^ QSmot , from Texas, S ive 5 in "two parts, the reasons why 
~"Tie thought Chief Justice Earl Warren should be* impeached. 



A 



Wow I read in the March 10, issue of Time magazine 
that the John Birch Society is behind Dan Smot's pro- 
posal and that this organization is not what it is /} 
purported to be. 

A 

So you see I am rather confused, and, as a student ' 
of Law I would like to do my part in helping to stamp 
out this breed of tyranny called communism, but first 
I must know which organization is truly anti-communist, 
if indeed any of them are. 

Thank you in advance for any and all information 
you may be able to supply concerning this matter ♦ 




M AMERICAN 



Bozeman, Montana 



f 
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March 16, 1961 



Ah** 6 " 



MrJ 



Canoga Park, California 
Dear Mr. 



be 

b7C 



Your letter of March 7, 1961, has been received, 
and I do appreciate the concern which prompted your communication. 

As an investigative agency of the Federal Govern- 
ment the FBI does not furnish evaluations or comments with 
respect to the character or integrity of any individual, publication 
or organization. I regret I am unable to be of assistance to you 
regarding the subjects of your inquiry and I hope that you will 
not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating 
to these matters. 

In view of your interest in combating the 
communist menace, I am enclosing several items which you 
may like to read. This material is available for general 
distribution by the FBI, and additional copies may be obtained ~ : 
in reasonable quantities upon your request. 

Thank you for your prayerful good wishes and ~ 
your kind expressions of support for the work done by the FBI. 



Sincerely yours, 



I - I' 



or* 



enclosures (4) 
Listed next page 



SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 
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Enclosures 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

17th Nat'l Convention, CP, USA & 3-60 LEB Intro. 

Gne Nation's Response to Communism 

Series from "Christianity Today 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent* 
The John Birch Society was formed in Belmont, Massachusetts by 
Robert Welch and is allegedly anticommunist in nature. The Bureau has 
conducted inquiry concerning it. 



J1 ts> ^ 



J. Edgar Hoover, 
F.B.I. 

Washington, D.G. 
Dear Mr. Hoover: 



3-7-61 



I am a member of The John Birch So ciety ♦ 
I would very much appreciate your opinion of 
the Society, its founder Robert Welch and his 
monthly publication, American Opinion. 

I want to fight Communism and from what 
I've been led to believe I think I»m in the 
right organization. 

I assure you that your answer will be 
kept in strict confidence. 

God bless you and please accept my thanks 
for a Job well done in the service of our 
country. 



fa 



Very truly your a, 



Ganoga Park, Calif. 

4^ 



«i'_Jt,» JJ 
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Larch 20, 1001 



S0i 



1* 



Tolscn 

Parsons _ 

Mohr j 

Belnont ,-. 
Callahan* . 

Conrad 

DeLoach 
Evans 
Malone 
Rosen 
Tavo^ 
Trotte^ 
W.C. Sullen 
Tele. 
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Cicaiiion^u, California 
Doar LIr. 



be 

b7C 



Your letter dated IJarch 7, 1981, has been 
received, and I want to thank you for your thoughtful message. 

The FBI does not have a mailing list for the 
dissemination of material on the subject of communism; however, 
it is a pleasure to enclose publications currently available for 
distribution along such lines. 

With reference to your other inquiry, the functions 
and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal investigating agency 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions as 
to the character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that you 
will not infer in this connection either that v;e do or that we do not 
have data in our files relating to the group you named. 



Sincerely yours, 

Edgar Hcovc-i- 



J? 




Enclosures (5) 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
How To Beat Communism 

LEB Intro, March 1960, 17th National Convention, CF USA 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Series from "Christianity Today" 
(SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE) , . a 
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NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization with branches over the various parts of the country. 
Our field offices have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch 
as its head, Robert Welch, indicated at one time that he thought 
a group having the appearance of a front organization might be 
effective in attracting true subversives. Welch has, in the past, 
also attacked President Eisenhower and his Administration in his 
writings. 
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TRUE COPY 



Cucamonga, Calif. 
March 7, 1961 



be 

b7C 



FBI 

Washington, D. C. 
Gentlemen: 



/V 



^<&B con te m Pl a ting joining an organization 
called " The JoM^Birch Society ". Please give me your 
opinion of this organization. 

Algo please send me the latest information 
published by the FBI concerning communism, or put my name 
on a mailing list so I may receive information regularely 
concerning communism. ^<^y 



/a/ 



Thank you, 



b6 
b 7 C 



P. S. Keep up the good work. ^ 

^ b MAR &L 1S81 




I 



9 



65^.- V '/ 
^ 



/ 



Itfarch 15, 1961 



Saint Paul Methodist Church 
43 it Uolflin Avenue 
Amarillo, Texas 




] i,.-. 



b6 
b7C 



Dear Ui\ 



Your letter dated Ivlarch 8, 1961, has been received. 



The thought promoting your writing me is very n;uch 
appreciated, and I was interested in having the benefit of your obser- 
vations and comments. Enclosed is material on the general subject 
of connunisifc available for distribution by the FBI* Additional copies 
of these reprints ea& be sent you without charge, if desired* 1 hope 
that the publications fciing forwarded will give you and your parish- 
ioners suggestions as to hov you can take effective action in protecting ^ 
our ;*HLerican way o£ iiic. 

I am glad to ^aov: o£ your mtfa to eon-bat the growing ^ 
menace of con:munis&u A ^ell-informed citizenry is; essential to the 
preservation of a free society ari we Imow it today • i v*oj3A ltoe to 
en.phasize, however^ my own strong belief in foe &ro^; oriole oP - _T 
having sound knowledge of the exact nature and charter of till:. threat^ & 

' . ^ 

; i_>aclc of full knowledge is dangerous in that it is responsible cr> 
for the reprehensible and indiscriminate labeling as comniuxtist those ^ 
who merely dissent or advocate unpopular or unorthodox views, 
V hen fully cognizant that communist influence threatens, on the other 
hand, I hope you will not hesitate to voice your convictions with courage* 

*-* 

Sincerely yours, 

John tidgar Hoover , 
Director 



Enclosures (9) 
- z - See Note and Enclosures next page- 
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Enclosures 

How To Beat Communism 

What You can do to fight Communism 

10-18-60 Directors Speech 

17th Nat'l Convention CP USA & 3-63 LEB Intro. 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target— Youth 

Series from "Christianity Today" 

Communist Illusion & Decomratic Reality 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles, nor is the General 
William Lee described. It will be noted, however, that this is a very 
common name and in view of the hundreds of references with build ups 
of it in Bureau indices, these references were not all checked. 

The field offices have been alerted to watching the activities 
of iiobert Welch and his John Birch Society. Welch has strongly criticized 
the Eisenhower Administration in the past, and once expressed the 
opinion that he believed a group having the appearance of a communist 
front organization^ would be effective in attracting true subversives. 



METHODIST CHURCH 




O. A. McBRAYER, Mlnliter 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
FBI 

Washington, D.C. 
Dear Mr. Hoover, 



4317 Wolflin Avenue 

/4mevUU», 0 ?txa& 

March 8,1961 



r." 



Amarillo must he a familiar name to you, if all the people have 

received letters from you who claim too. I, too, am writing to you ~~ 

concerning ourstruggle with communism, hut, perhaps in different 
light from some of the others. 

My concern is* with the methods and action of groups of our people 
called " t Lebni2irjch K JS^i&fey" . While most of these are fine people, 
good citizens with noble motives, some of their judgments are unjust 
if not liable. My first knowledge of the ■ society was in January, when 
apparently, with stimulus from Welch, they began an attack on some of 
the church related periodicals. After several groups' examinations, 
it appeared to be only theological difference instead of "communist • 
infiltration and teachings." 

Tensions have built within the community and some churches until one 
might believe the communist were the winners of "round one" in our city. 
Smear-gossip has run rampant until it is not safe to speak, teach or even 
talk with 'friends'. This has been aided by the films of the society 
as well as "Communism On the Map" and "Operation Abolition" and speeches 
b y a r ^*i£ed Air^Force General. At a recent PTA meeting in our Avondale 
school, GehT*Wiir^%^ statedthat we were not to trust anyone for he might 
be a communist- ''not our teachers, the text books, the minister, 
School teachers, !uot our neighbor, not even our mate. 



Sunday 



t 



and 



"of the society leaders of our 
present. In the course of the 
evident: Anyone is a "communist" who- 
2) teaches with Progressive educational 
views , 



Another minTster and I met witftorsoTng" 
city last Saturday. Gen. Lee was not 
discussions these general ideas were 
1) has Socialist political leanings, 

methods, 3) has Liberial Theological views, dr 4) differs in ideas or 
practice with members of the society. They also set forth their aims 
during the discussion as; a) distruction of the National Council of Churches, 
b) impeachment of Chief Justice Earl Warren, c) distruction of the Supreme 
Court, d)withdrawal of the US from the UN, e) impeachment or some method 
of getting rid of the "communist "President Kennedy, and, f) ending 
integration of racess . . / s * j 1 * •* *i P 

I am worried for fear that this kind of zealot activity and name calling 
may lay us waste in community and church and thus be taken in by communism. 
I fear also that the communist could use a "dictator michine" like the 
Birch Society for its hate program. , m^>* 

Gratefully yours,' ' & MAR 21 1961 ^ - A ^ 





1 



MftB. 16/61 




MR. J. E. HOOTEH: 



I hope you do not mind my using the "back pf your J " iJ 
letter., it may serve to connect my answer with my original question* : \ _ 

- ^ Pirst ; I**rish to thank you for the reading matter 
you sent to me, -I have'learned much from reading these pieces. -I^emw^ 
one who ^ust stS^ed^oulTof *the' dark 1 and to read these things makes 
my ^lood.'boil. 1 hope you are "being overloaded^with" letters requesting* 
materia! xm thfsumenace as it'i^s easily; seen thatM>his fight will be . 
one* of the people t raiSher than goye^rfent^T ■ 



I 



?econdly > ^J ,felt**'hat Jt, yoyr 1 vould he unable to give^* 
me a direct answer oi*the position of tke Johf r'Birch Soci ety^nd it'Sf ~v 
f ounder; Mr. Welch, J|torote '-Just to ^^ou€^?br # ^ut-e/ Since my letter/-^ 
there- has been more^;«&i*$ne ^pifece in the news about this group, a grea^ 
deal of J^mud 'sling ±ng- f > from m%ny corner^* Tfeesj^tM#£s have' prompted me':' 
to go; .ahead with my memt^qhi^ :Un ^tKfe^^roup-; because they must be.gg£t&ng 
close t;© soma thing tTi^j Theresas always* \ great. jip^oa^>vhen. J anfSne sta in- 
putting pressure on tb^Bea^ ££.thed*» duges as per Sen. McCarthy & if tlSfey 
are fighting hard en8&gh*to T^ng it up. in CangresSjtM^ Society- mus^t "be 
on the^bali. I hope ydtf agree ^otf^ thp^mysgtf/ ^ 

^ ^ Thirdly, ft was gr ea^^si#k£#jtt^ y oti£ personal : 

reply in ^the Miami Herald ^ijii^i^^io ^ie^Editor section, statj^tj^^eni 
had ndi^ae'a of 'resigning your $SSst* I brsj&& question 
about thfe came to mindj; wby.,di& not yoTqiffLetter receive equal ^ll^g ffiffi 
the so called "Tip*$ff ' "tliat yo* were ge-tffing out. In my e 9*im^fen, t^e 
assurance that you are k-hflviT^g p^^tl^ s the ,l 0?ip Off rated pg. 




Thank you again. 



hi-: 





G L..\.. - 1 l-'-i 





UNITED* STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

March 10, 1961 



Mr, 



Miami 55, Florida 
Dear Mr. 



be 

b7C 



Your^letter of March 2, 1961, has been re-- 
ceived, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. ... fc 

Although I Atfoufei like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of t&e'Feder-al Goypmment and, as 
such, does not make eyaluations or draw* conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any .organization, publication or 
individual. *I regret th£t I aintinable to, help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connectTon either fhaV^e do or that 
we do not have*(fe1#4fi purfiles relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. K^t^ % ^ 



r Enclosed 
gene£M J kibjedlko^ which^taay be of interest, 



Enclosed is sbiSte lfi!%&tee« dealing with the 



CO 



to 



Sincerely yours, 




John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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